
 

 
March 7, 2023 

Good morning,  

Thank you to the JCRAR committee for holding today’s hearing regarding Clearinghouse Rules 

CR 19-079.  

My name is Amberlee Ohlsen, and I am the Chief Communications Officer for Wisconsin United 

for Freedom, a 501c4 grassroots organization founded in 2019. Our organization is now over 

50,000 Wisconsinites strong in our state and growing. Please accept this written testimony as my 

full and complete support in suspending all rules contained within DHS CR 19-079.  

I am a corporate employee, a mother, a wife and deeply concerned constituent of our great state, 

as it pertains to the continued and aggressive campaign by Wisconsin DHS and their supporters to 

NOT give parents a seat at the table when it comes to our children’s healthcare decisions.  As it 

was expressed firmly and vehemently in March of 2020, parents do not want any additional 

vaccines added to the already exorbitant schedule for our children.  

I have had the privilege of attending and speaking, at dozens of hearings, in front of various 

committees and legislators, since the inception of our organization, all in the name of Parental 

Rights, Medical Freedom and bodily autonomy for our children, ourselves and for, thousands of 

concerned Wisconsinites. I’ve been able to participate in the legislative process for protective 

health freedom bills, as well as to speak in opposition of proposed legislature that infringes on the 

rights of the individual; including speaking against the rules contained in CR 19-079, put forth by 

WI DHS. Today, I am here again, in support of suspending these rules. Included for this committee, 

is my original testimony from the hearing in March of 2020. 

As the collective health of our state’s children continues to decline, Wisconsin DHS works to 

further insert themselves into the lives of families and their healthcare decisions. The children in 

our state are suffering greatly from staggering rates of autoimmune diseases, learning disabilities, 

speech delays, cancers, diabetes, depression, Autism, ADHD, anxiety, and other serious mental 

health disorders, but our state’s Department of “Health” Services has a solitary focus, seemingly 

above all else; to add more vaccines to the pediatric vaccine schedule.  

If we have learned anything as a society in the last three years, it should be that no single person 

or entity, should ever be allowed to create rules for the larger community under the name of “public 

health”. Unelected officials have proven that they take advantage of their roles, impose highly 

damaging mandates on those residing in their jurisdiction and then take their power to the Nth 

degree, seemingly without oversight, accountability, or recompence, when their actions have 

proven to be harmful.  

Our WI DHS has become a bureaucratic entity, content on endorsing behaviors that make it harder 

for children to exercise their rights to an education. A prime example of this behavior was when 

giving her testimony at the hearing in March of 2020, Dr. Schauer stated to the committee her 

belief in the importance of these rule changes, while reminding the committee that our state still 

had our three vaccine exemptions (Medical, Religious, Philosophical). Dr. Schauer lied by 

omission to the committee with regards to the Philosophical exemption, as she had full and 

complete knowledge of the fact that there was a bill (AB 248) actively circulating in our legislature 
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to remove our state’s Philosophical (personal belief) Exemption. In fact, it was learned after the 

hearing, that the Advisory Committee that Dr. Schauer claims she helped to form, had in fact, all 

signed on as supporters of the bill to REMOVE our Philosophical Exemption! This is an absolute 

conflict of interest and is a prime example of why WI DHS has proven to be an unreliable, 

unreputable agency.  

When I attended and spoke at the DHS hearing in March of 2020, what I heard from the 

Representatives of WI DHS, most notably, Dr. Stephanie Schauer, was appalling, alarmist and a 

gross exaggeration of truth. In addition to Dr. Schauer’s statements, there were further egregious 

examples of medical professionals making inflammatory statements, in order to further the 

agenda to add additional, unneeded vaccines to the childhood schedule, remove a parent’s ability 

to choose and to continue to potentially exclude healthy children from their right to an education. 

Examples include: 

• Using national data instead of state data regarding the hospitalization rates and deaths for 

Chicken Pox. (Schauer) 

• Making egregious statements like” unimmunized children leave a community 

vulnerable”. (Schauer) 

• Referring to an “outbreak” of Meningitis in our state but having to refer all back to 2015 

to support her claim. (Schauer) 

• Calling children “potential threats” who aren’t immunized up to date. (Dr, Kim, 

Children’s Hospital) 

• Stating that under-immunized children are subject to increased testing because of their 

vaccination status. (Dr. Kim, Children’s Hospital) 

• Another Physician, Dr. Heather Paradis exclaimed, that while she “will have the 

conversations (with parents questioning vaccines), she always recommends vaccinations 

for all children”.  

 

Wisconsin DHS, the representatives from Children’s and other healthcare professionals in 

attendance at the previous hearing repeatedly used the tired phrases of “evidence based” and “safe 

and effective” while continuing to downplay reports of vaccine injury and the lack of safety studies 

concerning today’s exploding vaccine schedule. With pediatric COVID vaccines now 

recommended by ACIP and the CDC, it is most certain that WI DHS will again but putting forth 

additional rules to include these on the list of school required vaccines. While our children continue 

to get sicker and sicker each passing year, the schedule continues to grow. And let me express this 

for those who may not wish to know, we will never vaccinate or medicate ourselves into a state of 

health. If more vaccines and more medication were the answer to health, then those who took the 

most, would be the healthiest; and we can all see, this is not the case.  

During her testimony, Dr. Schauer stated that “vaccines are the most highly monitored biologics 

and they are held to a higher standard than other medicines”. She further states that vaccines are 

“continuously monitored and re-evaluated for safety”. 

To this committee: I implore you to request of WI DHS and Dr. Schauer that data.  We the parents 

would like to see the continued safety data of the vaccine schedule as well as the safety data 

showing that giving all of these vaccines concurrently is safe. We would like to see the exact dates 

that these reviews were conducted by WI DHS, by whom, under what parameters and the reports 

of the outcomes.  



I further ask of this committee to request of WI DHS how they follow up with reports of vaccine 

injuries in our state pertaining to all vaccines on the childhood schedule. I also would like for this 

committee to inquire as to whom at WI DHS is the SME (Subject Matter Expert) regarding vaccine 

injury and what continued research this person or department is doing to ensure vaccine safety for 

the children in our state.  

During the March of 2020 testimony, it was stated by WI DHS as well as several Physicians and 

Nurses that the vaccine injury reporting system (VAERS) is so flawed that it’s completely 

unreliable. You cannot tell us that vaccines are the “most studied and research medicine over all 

others” and then tell us that the VAERS database is unreliable, due its “passive reporting system”. 

How is it, that the most credible agency in the world (per WI DHS) cannot come up with a vaccine 

injury reporting system better than this, if they (the CDC) are the Gold Standard for safety & 

efficacy? How is it that a highly educated group of individuals (the medical community) has 

become so far removed from the human condition that they’d rather mock, impugn and express 

disdain towards parents who’ve reported vaccine injury in their children? Why haven’t any of you 

(the medical industry) made vaccine injury a part of your pediatric practice? Calling reactions 

“rare” is not an acceptable response.  

Many wish to paint our organization and community members as a fringe group; a group of “anti-

vaxxers or “science deniers”. We are none of those things. We are incredibly well-read, well-

educated parents whose years of questions, concerns, inquiries and fears, all went unanswered. We 

were left to fend for ourselves, and we did. Our community has never said to not take a vaccine to 

anyone who wishes. Our group believes firmly in choice and that choice is for Parents to decide 

for their children to take or decline any licensed vaccine available.  

We believe in informed consent and transparency. We believe in accountability for our agencies, 

and we absolutely believe that WI DHS and our Public Health groups have taken full advantage 

of the privileged chairs in which they sit.  We believe that WI DHS is long overdue for some 

oversight. We believe that all Wisconsinites have the right to an education and to a career without 

medical mandates as a contingency. We believe that parents know their children far greater than 

any medical professional ever will. We believe that every man, woman & child in this state 

deserves to move freely without restriction. We believe in bodily autonomy and parental rights. 

We believe that “NO” is a complete sentence. We believe in choice. We believe in freedom.  

We, are Wisconsin United for Freedom 

Thank you,  

 

Amberlee Ohlsen 

 

Encl.  

 




































