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Dear Mr. McLarty, 

Thank you for your response.  Although, the fines may appear insignificant, the total cost for all violations issued by 

Allegheny County against United States Steel (Clairton) for the six-month periods in 2019 and 2020 were $743,625 

and $361,400 (US) respectively.  To my knowledge, in the last 10 years the MECP has issued less than $350,000 

(CDN) in environmental fines to Algoma Steel Inc. (ASI).  More importantly, environmental fines often stipulate 

that a percentage of the total fine or a separate fine (victim surcharge) is allocated to environmental programs and 

initiatives to directly help the communities and residents impacted.  Without fines, there is no incentive to make 

the necessary repairs or upgrades to meet current standards.  Capital expenses are expected and are considered in 

long term planning for future operations and changes to environmental standards.  ASI receive grants and loans to 

assist in them in meeting current regulations but there is no monetary subsidy for residential impacts. 

ASI is currently not meeting regulatory guidelines, more specifically with respect to coke oven battery stack 

violations and opacity limits.  ASI averages over 1300 stack violations per month and the No. 7 Battery averages 

over two times the opacity limit (20%) every month. ASI is fully aware of the No.7 Battery’s inability to meet these 

regulations due to design issues and maintenance costs which they have recognized since 2009. In the recent ACLC 

meeting on September 15, 2020, ASI stated, “The longer term measures to reduce opacity involve either replacing 

through walls or replacing #7 coke oven battery, both of which require extensive investment.”  ASI should place 

the No. 7 Battery in “hot idle” or develop an effective plan to commit the necessary funding required to operate 

the battery within provincial regulations.  The rising costs to continue to operate a coke oven battery that has 

reached its end of service life is inevitable.  ArcelorMittal Dofasco (AMD) was faced with this reality and made the 

decision to shut down their No. 1 Coke Plant in 2015 which is a similar vintage (1950s) as ASI’s No.7 Battery.   

The federal and provincial governments have continued to invest millions of taxpayer’s dollars in ASI operations 

and a reasonable ambient air monitoring network should exist.  The MECP is aware of issues regarding the 

Ambient Air Quality Monitoring (AAQM) network.  SSM MECP Greco responded in an e-mail on September 03, 

2019, “On January 21, 2019 a request to review air monitoring in SSM was made to our MECP Northern Region 

Tech Support office to review and determine the level of reliability and accuracy of the current monitoring 

program for SSM.  Due to limited resources and priority ranking, a definitive date for completion has not been set.” 

Funding should be allocated for maintenance and upgrades for any deficiencies in the monitoring network.  

Residents are paying for the reduction of the emissions they are exposed to but are not receiving adequate 

assurance from the MECP that network that protects their health is sufficiently accurate and reliable.  For 

numerous years, Mr. Trowbridge (ACLC Public Member) has been persistent in the need for monitoring equipment 

east of ASI’s property.  A previous MOE air study (2006) did show exceedances at a station located on Cathcart St. 

near Jamestown.  ASI repeatedly responds to requests for more monitoring equipment by simply stating,” The 

potential installation of an additional monitoring station remains a discussion with the MECP through the 

development of a new Industry Standard.”  The health of the public and the environment is the priority and the 

funding required should be available through a community fund.  

There is a need for greater advocacy for cleaner air emissions and the creation of an environmental community 

fund in Sault Ste. Marie similar to Allegheny County’s Community Benefit Trust.  The fund would help with the 

challenges of current environmental issues, education, community improvements and future programs to fight 

Climate Change.  The public should also be confident that ASI is liable and accountable by the MECP for 

environmental violations and committed to a cleaner environment.  I encourage you to discuss with the local 

MECP, ASI and city council to develop an environmental action plan that will protect the people and the 

environment for future generations. 

Thank you.    

Selva 
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ESSAR STEEL ALGOMA PREVIOUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF NO. 7 BATTERY’S OPERATING CONDITION (2009) 
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DELAYS TO MAKE REPAIRS TO NO. 7 COKE BATTERY TO MEET CURRENT STANDARDS (2011) 
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ARCELORMITTAL DOFASCO (AMD) DECISION TO SHUT DOWN NO.1 COKE PLANT (2013) 
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PAST MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT (MOE) FINES FOR PARTICULATE STACK EMISSIONS FROM 2008 
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ARCELORMITTAL DOFASCO (AMD) FINES FOR STACK OPACITY VIOLATIONS FROM 2012 
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT FINES AGAINST UNITED STATES STEEL - (CLAIRTON) 2019 
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT FINES AGAINST UNITED STATES STEEL - (CLAIRTON) 2020 

 

  



 
P a g e  | 9 

 

 

COMPARISON OF HOURS OF STACK VIOLATIONS TO ALLEGHENY COUNTY FINES FOR US STEEL – (CLAIRTON) 2019 

 

 ALGOMA STEEL INC. COB STACK VIOLATIONS 

 

 

*ASI hours of exceedance estimated from slide 14 of ACLC Meeting Presentation #29 on June 04, 2019. 

Photo 1:  Modified from: ASI ACLC Meeting Presentation #29, June 04, 2019, slide 14 

 

Photo 2:  Modified from: *Report by Allegheny Health Department Air Quality Program (January 14, 2020), pg.9 

*United States Steel Clairton Plant; Demand for Stipulated Penalties Under Settlement Agreement and Order #190604      

Section IX. Stipulated Penalties April 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019 (2nd and 3rd Quarters) 

Note: There is currently no fines issued for opacity violations at ASI.  US regulations in Allegheny County are also stricter than 

Ontario where an opacity violation (>20%) occurs after 3 consecutive minutes versus 6 consecutive minutes in Ontario.   

JAN/19 20  11  10 41 

FEB/19 20  17  17 54 

MAR/19 21  12  15 48 

       

TOTAL 61  40  42 143 

                                                                                                                                        3 Batteries – 177 ovens 



 
P a g e  | 10 

 

 

COMPARISON OF ASI PUSHING VIOLATIONS TO ALLEGHENY COUNTY FINES FOR US STEEL – (CLAIRTON) 2020 

 

Photo 3: Number of pushing violations at ASI recorded on their Process Upset Table 

 

Photo 4:  Modified from: *Report by Allegheny Health Department Air Quality Program (May 28, 2020), pg.18 

*United States Steel Clairton Plant; Demand for Stipulated Penalties Under Settlement Agreement and Order #190604      

Section IX. Stipulated Penalties October 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020 (4th and 1st Quarters) 

Note: There is currently no fines issued for pushing violations at ASI.  
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Photo 5: High opacity (100%) acrid stack emission from No. 7 Battery on May 07, 2019 

 

 

Photo 6: Heavy emissions from a failed push (emptying of coke from a oven) on No. 7 Battery  
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ALGOMA STEEL INC. COKE OVEN BATTERY OPACITY VIOLATIONS (2019-2020) 

 

Photo 7:  Modified from: ASI ACLC Meeting Presentation #33, June 09, 2020, slide 7.   

 

Photo 8: Chart showing the difference in the number of monthly violations from 2019 to 2020.   
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COMPARISON OF ASI 2020 COB STACK VIOLATIONS SINCE 2017 

 

Photo 9: Comparison of Coke Oven Battery (COB) stack monthly violations for 2017, 2019 and 2020.  

 

Photo 10: Emissions from high opacity stacks from Carmen’s Way and Second Line on July 04, 2019 

 

Photo 11: ASI COB stacks with opacities over 20% (L to R: 9 battery, 8 battery, 7 battery) on May 22, 2020 



 
P a g e  | 14 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EMISSIONS EVENTS AT ALGOMA STEEL INC. (2019) 

       

  Photo 12: Heavy emissions on March 09, 2019 from ASI due to power failure           

 

Photo 13: Heavy emissions and flaring from ASI on October 18, 2019 due to pipe burst (Soo Today) 
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HAZES RESULTING FROM HIGH PARTICULATE EMISSIONS FROM ASI (2019) 

 

Photo 14: High particulate emissions from ASI at Cathcart St. (east of ASI near Jamestown) 

 

Photo 15: High particulate emissions from ASI on the Sault Ontario Boardwalk (along St. Mary’s River)     
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Photo 16:  High particulate emissions and a rooftop iron emission from ASI’s BOSP Plant (right) 

 

Photo 17:  High particulate emissions seen from the  
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HAZES RESULTING FROM HIGH PARTICULATE EMISSIONS FROM ASI (2020) 

 

Photo 18: High particulate emissions and a heavy casthouse emission from ASI No.7 Blast Furnace (left)     

 

Photo 19: High particulate emissions from No. 7 Blast Furnace casthouse heading south to US side. 
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Photo 20: High particulate emissions (banding) from ASI from Carmen’s Way 

 

Photo 21: Closer view of banding from High particulate emissions from ASI from Carmen’s Way 
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Photo 22:  High particulate emissions from ASI COB stacks from Carmen’s Way 

 

Photo 23: High particulate emissions from ASI COB stacks (L to R: 7 battery, 8 battery, 9 battery) 
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HAZES FROM ASI EMISSIONS ON THE US SIDE OF THE BORDER (SAULT STE. MARIE, MICHIGAN) 

 

Photo 24: High particulate emissions (banding) from ASI on the US side of the St. Mary’s River 

 

Photo 25: High particulate emissions from ASI on the US side from the Sault Ontario Boardwalk 
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HIGH OPACITIES STACKS AND VARIABLE STACK COLOURS 

 

Photo 26: Heavy emissions from ASI COB Stacks (L to R: 7 Battery (black), 8 Battery (orange), 9 Battery (Yellow)) 

 

Photo 27: Heavy emissions from ASI COB Stacks (L to R: 7 Battery (black), 8 Battery (orange), 9 Battery (Yellow)) 
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MECP PARTICULATE SAMPLE RELATIVE TO HISTORICAL DEPOSITION (AIR) 2006 

 

Photo 28: Modified google map showing monitoring devices relative to sources of contaminants 

 

Photo 29: Portion of the conclusion of MOE particulate study conducted in 2006* 

*Report on Sault Ste. Marie 2006 Particulate Monitoring Special Study, pg. 19 

Note: The only current continuous monitor close ASI’s property line near Bayview is the Wallace Terrance Station (71090) 
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BENZO-A-PYRENE CONCENTARTIONS IN SOIL SAMPLES FROM BAYVIEW NEIGHBOURHOOD (SOIL) 2012 

 

Photo 30: Locations of soil samples taken in MOE soil study* relative to MECP sample (Mar09/19)  

 

Photo 31: Concentration Contour Map showing pattern of BaP (Benzo-a-pyrene) in surface soil samples  

*Soil Survey in the Bayview Neighbourhood Adjacent to Essar Steel Algoma Incorporated, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario (2012)   
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MAP OF LANDMARKS AND LOCATIONS RELATIVE TO ASI’S AAQM NETWORK  

 

Photo 32:  Modified Google Image (2020) of current Algoma Steel Inc. AAQM (Ambient Air Quality Monitoring)     

network with MOE 2006 Aerocet Met Stations, MECP March 09 sample and key landmarks. 

 

Note: The only current monitoring station near the Bayview neighbourhood (where the MECP collected a particulate sample on 

March 09, 2019) which has continuous monitors that measure particulate matter (TSP) and PAHs (ex. benzene) are located at 

the Wallace Terrance Station (71090)  

There are currently no monitoring devices on the east side (Cathcart St.) of ASI in the Jamestown neighbourhood. 

The proposed Noront Ltd. Ferrochrome Production Facility (FPF) will have cumulative impacts on air and water quality in the 

area surrounding Algoma Steel Inc.  Health impacts to residents are anticipated due to the highly carcinogenic chemical, 

Chromium VI, that this facility will generate during its operations.  There is insufficient annual continuous real-time and 

measured data to determine the accuracy and reliability of ASI’s AAQM network to account for any potential cumulative 

impacts from the addition of another industry located on or near their property.      
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CURRENT ASI AMBIENT AIR QUALITY MONITORING DEVICES NEAR BAYVIEW (2020) 

 

Photo 33: Goulais Ave. meteorological station (MET station) located on ASI Property (Gate 4) 

 

Photo 34: Bonney St. dustfall jar  
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Photo 35: Spadina Ave. dustfall jar 

 

Photo 36: Wallace Terrance comprehensive continuing monitoring station (MOE Station ID: 71090) 
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HEALTH STUDY SHOWING THE POTENTIAL HEALTH IMPACTS TO BAYVIEW RESIDENTS FROM ASI EMISSIONS 

 

https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-016-0206-0 

https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-016-0206-0
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LOCAL PRESENTATION BY DR. ROBERT SUPPES SHOWING INCREASED CANCER RATES IN THE P6C AREA CODE  

 

Photo 37:  P6C area code has higher rates of acute myeloid leukemia than local and national rates (*Slide 25) 

 

Photo 38: Boundary of the P6C area code (*Slide 26 - Modified) 

* Ferrochrome in Sault Ste. Marie, Dr. Robert Suppes (Contributors: Dr. Geoff Skelton, Dr. Pedro Antunes), 2019. 
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POTENTIAL RECREATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS FROM A COMMUNITY FUND  

 

Photo 39: Recreational parks located within the Bayview Neighbourhood (Modified Google Image 2020) 

 

Photo 40: City of Sault Ste. Marie Draft Concept for Jamestown Area east of ASI (Soo Today 2020 - Modified) 

https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/tobogganing-hill-proposed-for-jamestown-4-photos-2784799 

https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/tobogganing-hill-proposed-for-jamestown-4-photos-2784799
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Drawing by an 8-year-old from the Jamestown neighbourhood near Cathcart Station (71104) 

 

 

 


