
 

CANADA WATER AGENCY 

MECP Enforcement Concerns 

Abstract 

An emissions event on March 09, 2019 at Algoma 

Steel Inc. (ASI) that resulted in the discharge of 

untreated effluent to the St. Mary’s River in Sault Ste. 

Marie Ontario.  Concerns regarding enforcement by 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment Conservation 

and Parks (MECP) and the consideration for a Canada 

Water Agency facility in Sault Ste. Marie. 

Selva Rasaiah 
Submitted to:  M.P. Terry Duguid 
                           House of Commons 
                           Ottawa, ON 
                           Canada 
                
 
Submitted by: Selva Rasaiah 
 
Date:  April 10, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

 



P a g e  | 1 

 

Dear M.P. Duguid, 

The protection of our freshwaters in Canada is a very important responsibility that demands strict due 

diligence by federal and provincial governments, and their agencies.  The location of the new Canada 

Water Agency requires a thoughtful process by a Canadian Government that recognizes a commitment 

to strict compliance and enforcement of environmental laws.  Only through meaningful discussions and 

participation by all stakeholders, we can ensure the necessary accountability to protect this vital 

resource. 

On March 09, 2019, Algoma Steel Inc. (ASI) discharged untreated water into the St. Mary’s River (an 

Area of Concern).  The company failed to report this discharge to City of Sault Ste. Marie, a violation of 

Part X Section 92(1) (b) of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.  Although the local Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) was aware of the event, they did not enforce this 

requirement or ensure that ASI communicated the incident to the public, First Nations and its 

Community Liaison Committee (CLC).  There is a shared responsibility of protecting this freshwater 

resource with the United States.  Bi-national agreements were established to encourage co-operation in 

protecting and rehabilitating the St. Mary’s River with the understanding of sharing information with our 

US partners on the progress and the reporting of incidences that have any potential impacts to the river.  

Mr. Brian Chapman at the City of Sault Ste. Marie Michigan confirmed that the Canadian side did not 

convey any information regarding a discharge of untreated effluent to the St. Mary’s River on March 09. 

Despite its critical importance, the political leadership in Sault Ste. Marie has been inadequate in their 

response and commitment to acknowledge public concerns related to the contamination of the St. 

Mary’s River by local industry. M.P. Terry Sheehan, M.P.P. Ross Romano and Mayor Christian 

Provenzano have not provided any correspondence or assurance that this matter is being resolved in a 

manner that ensures transparency and accountability to the public while ensuring that provincial laws 

and regulations will be strictly enforced in the event of any future incidences. 

The Ontario Government is failing to ensure that one if its regulatory agencies, the MECP, is adequately 

addressing public concerns and enforcing environmental laws in Sault Ste. Marie.  Its is difficult to 

ensure public confidence that the Ontario government will protect this precious resource without 

rationalizing the economic and technical limitations of the industries committing offences.  The 

discretionary authority used by the MECP to not openly acknowledge an incidence, will only serve to 

undermine the efforts of the agencies and institutions working to protect our freshwater resources.  The 

lack of accountability will also question the enforcement of any potential impacts from capital projects 

such as mining operations in the wetlands of the Ring of Fire and the Enbridge Line 5 pipeline. 

The Ontario Government advertises that it is “open for business”, but it is compromising public 

confidence in environmental protections and reducing the accountability of industry and business.  This 

does not ensure a fair and due process that considers the interests of Ontarians and all potential 

impacts to their health and the environment.  The Federal Government must ensure that all projects and 

industrial operations that have potential health and environmental impacts, are subject to adequate 

supervision and strict enforcement of environmental laws and regulations in all jurisdictions. 

Thank you, 

Selva Rasaiah 
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Source: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e19#BK137 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e19#BK137
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Gardi wants city to tap into fed's new Clean Water Agency 

Why shouldn't Sault Ste. Marie be the host city for the federal government's new Clean Water 
Agency? It is at the heart of the Great Lakes, on an International border and has other 
research centres and academic institutions that could create synergies for such an 
organization. 

Author of the article: 
Elaine Della-Mattia 
Publishing date: 
Sep 25, 2020  •  September 25, 2020  •  2 minute read  •   Join the conversation 

 
Sault Ste. Marie has great qualities that should be promoted to be home of a new federal government 
Clean Water Agency. 

If the federal government wants to establish a new Canada water research agency, then why not 
establish it in the centre of the Great Lakes, asks Ward 5 Coun. Corey Gardi. 

Gardi was listening to the speech from the throne earlier this week when he heard the Liberal 
government’s plan to establish a new Canada water research agency. 

“It would be ideal to set it up here in Sault Ste. Marie,” Gardi told The Sault Star. “We’re at the centre of 
the Great Lakes, we’re on a major transportation hub and on the International Border.” 

Sault Ste. Marie is also home to renowned research facilities, including the Invasive Species Centre, 
Great Lakes Forestry Research Centre and Ontario Forestry Research Institute. 

Then there’s post-secondary institutions , such as Lake Superior State University, Algoma University and 
Sault College. 

What better chances of collaboration than all those organizations working together to ensure that the 
Great Lakes, and drinking water, remain clean, he said. 

https://www.saultstar.com/news/local-news/gardi-wants-city-to-tap-into-feds-new-clean-water-agency#comments-area
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Gardi has put his ideas out on his social media posts. 

He has had a brief conversation with Mayor Christian Provenzano and plans to talk to Sault MP Terry 
Sheehan about the concept. 

“It would have been nice to have a council resolution ready for (Monday’s) council meeting, but the 
agenda deadline has already passed, so maybe at a future meeting I will ask the mayor to express our 
interest in pursuing this with MP Sheehan and the Minister of Environment and Climate Change,” Gardi 
said. 

“I think we are very well situated for something like this.” 

Provenzano said he thinks Gardi’s ideas to raise the profile on clean water and Sault Ste. Marie are on 
track. 

“We are right at the heart of the Great Lakes and we have international partners, we have our First 
Nations partners and institutions on both sides of the river,” he said. 

During his election campaign, Gardi spoke about the importance of clean water at an all-candidates 
forum at Algoma University. There was some brief mention of a new water agency in 2019, but that had 
petered off. 

The throne speech reiterated the federal government’s commitment to addressing clean water 
management, improving clean drinking water for remote First Nations communities and addressing 
climate change. 

The speech explained how the government will prioritize the management and protection of Canada’s 
water supply. 

“When the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration was closed by a previous government, Canada lost 
an important tool to manage its waters,” the speech read. “The government will create a new Canada 
Water Agency to keep our water safe, clean and well-managed. The government will also identify 
opportunities to build more resilient water and irrigation infrastructure.” 

Gardi said he believes Sault Ste. Marie needs to jump on these opportunities as they arise. 

“We have established research centres in our community and I believe an agency about fresh water 
would fit in here nicely and it would be good for our community,” Gardi said. 

Source: https://www.saultstar.com/news/local-news/gardi-wants-city-to-tap-into-feds-new-clean-

water-agency 

 

https://www.saultstar.com/news/local-news/gardi-wants-city-to-tap-into-feds-new-clean-water-agency
https://www.saultstar.com/news/local-news/gardi-wants-city-to-tap-into-feds-new-clean-water-agency
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Note: No response has been received from Councillor Gardi or any members of city council to date. 
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Note: No response has been received from M.P. Terry Sheehan to date. 
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Councillor continues to pursue Clean Water Agency 
The St. Mary's River Bi-National Public Advisory Council has endorsed a city 
councillors lobby efforts and that letter came unsolicited. 

Author of the article: 
Elaine Della-Mattia 
Publishing date: 
Mar 23, 2021  •  March 23, 2021  •  5 minute read  •   Join the conversation 

 
Canada's Parliament building 

Article content 

An unsolicited letter of support to help convince the federal government to establish its new Canada 
Water Agency facility in Sault Ste. Marie has driven Corey Gardi to seek more, similar letters. 

The Ward 5 councillor has been working with Mayor Christian Provenzano to request and gather letters 
of support that could bolster the city’s effort to get the new Canada Water Agency facility in Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

These 12 things may prevent dementia 
Sault Ste. Marie is not the only community lobbying to be the home of the Canada Water Agency. 
Interest has also been sparked by communities in Saskatchewan, but a process to determine the best 
location has not yet begun. 

The St. Mary’s River Bi-National Public Advisory Council has endorsed a city councillor’s lobby efforts 
and that letter came unsolicited, Gardi said. 

As a result, Gardi has teamed up with Provenzano and both have divided up a list of other stakeholders 
who might be interested in seeing the project move forward close to home. 

The list with letters of support – or those that are expected to arrive in short order – is growing, Gardi 
said. 

And what’s even more impressive is support is coming from both sides of the St. Mary’s River, where a 
vision exists that both Canada and the United States can partner on clean water projects to help the St. 
Mary’s River and the Great Lake basin. 

https://www.saultstar.com/news/councillor-continues-to-pursue-clean-water-agency#comments-area
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Gardi said letters of support have been received by Algoma University’s school of environment and life 
sciences, geography, geology and land stewardship. 

The Invasive Species Centre, RAIN and other organizations have also offered support, along with Lake 
Superior State University’s Centre for Freshwater Research and Education, Sault College’s National 
Environment Program, the Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority and both the Batchewana 
and Garden River First Nation communities. 

Gardi and Provenzano have had several conversations with MP Terry Sheehan on the issue and Sheehan 
has arranged a meeting next week with MP Terry Duguid, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change. 

Provenzano said the meeting is designed to get a sense about if a location for the proposed water 
agency has been selected and, if not, to learn what process will be used to determine how the location 
will be selected and assess whether Sault Ste. Marie could be considered for it. 

Sheehan said he supports the city in its drive to be considered for the agency and was pleased to set up 
the meeting. 

 “This is a great chance for Sault Ste. Marie to showcase itself to locate the Clean Water Agency here. I 
think we have a compelling case to tell, given our location on the Great Lakes, the history of Sault Ste. 
Marie and the history of our First Nations in this area as a gathering place to fish the white fish,” 
Sheehan said. 

In addition, the area has the most PhDs per capita in Canada through its educational and research 
facilities, he said. 

Sheehan said that consultations began in December with ideas being collected on how Canada can 
improve and manage its freshwater supply better. 

“We are still at the beginning of this process and I am pleased to have arranged this meeting to open the 
door and help Sault Ste. Marie enter the process,” Sheehan said. “The research and science going on 
here is absolutely amazing and this would only add to it.” 

Gardi said he also hopes the letters of support will be presented to the federal minister to bolster Sault 
Ste. Marie’s efforts and he’s passionate on his belief that the city is a great location for the agency with 
synergies that can be formed among educational institutions and other research agencies already 
located here. 

“I also think that the clean water issue is a big piece to our First Nations and Metis communities and this 
agency will deal with a number of Indigenous matters around water, and specifically clean drinking 
water. I think we are well positioned for that, including the work our PUC is doing northwest of Sault 
Ste. Marie,” Gardi said. 

He said he also believes that the agency will work well with attempts at reconciliation. 
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“The best way is to get clean drinking water to these communities, and I anticipate that our friends in 
Batchewana First Nation and Garden River (First Nation) will be supportive of that,” he said. 

The St. Mary’s River Bi-National Public Advisory Council letter reads in part, “The geographic location of 
Sault Ste. Marie along an international waterway at the junction of two of the Great Lakes and in central 
Canada makes Sault Ste. Marie an ideal location. In addition, the Agency will be able to coordinate 
research with existing federal and provincial facilities, two universities, and a provincial college already 
located here.” 

The Bi-National Public Advisory Council represents stakeholders on both sides of the Canada-U.S. border 
of the St. Mary’s River. It’s mandate is to provide input into the rehabilitation of the river, which was 
designated an area of concern due to the degradation of the ecosystem from past years of 
contamination. 

“With the Canada Water Agency located on its shore, we hope that they will prioritize research and 
action contributing to the task of fully rehabilitating and protecting the St. Mary’s River,” the letter 
states. 

Gardi has also turned to social media, asking individual community members to share a post to further 
spread his lobbying efforts. 

The post notes that Sault Ste. Marie “is located at the heart of the Great Lakes, the world’s largest and 
most critically important body of fresh water. The great Lakes have been historically significant to the 
community and surrounding area for centuries, and the banks of the St. Mary’s River have been a 
meeting place for Indigenous peoples for millennia.” 

 “I think it is important to build as much momentum as we can in the community for something as 
important as water research,” Gardi said. “I think, as a community, we need to do our best to focus on 
the environment and the knowledge-based economy. It’s so important around the world and in North 
America.” 

During the fall Speech from the Throne last fall, the federal government announced it wants to establish 
a new Canada water research agency. Since that time, Gardi has been lobbying for the federal 
government to set up that agency in Sault Ste. Marie, at the centre of the Great Lakes, on a major 
transportation hub and on the International Border. 

Sault Ste. Marie is also home to renowned research facilities, including the Invasive Species Centre, 
Great Lakes Forestry Research Centre and Ontario Forestry Research Institute. It can also create 
synergies with Lake Superior State University, Algoma University and Sault College. 

Source: https://www.saultstar.com/news/councillor-continues-to-pursue-clean-water-agency 
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INTRODUCTION 

“If a company is going to have its hand out, then the public has a reasonable expectation that it should 

behave in the public interest.” – Gord Miller (Former Ontario Environment Commissioner) 

Portion of My Response Letter on September 09, 2019 to MECP Don Earl (with *additions*):   

RE: March 09, 2019 

In response to your evaluation of the March 09, 2019 event, I appreciate that Algoma Steel took safety 

measures in response to the power outage but it serves only to exempt them from criminal charges in 

the event there was bodily harm or death, but it does not negate the discharge to the environment that 

you acknowledge was significant.  Would the government be responsible for the deposition of 

particulate in the Bayview area?  Were all the residents notified by Algoma or the local ministry of the 

potential impacts?  Have the impacted residents been educated as to who to call and what to do in 

those circumstances?   

In a letter to Ron Dorscht (SSM MECP Area Supervisor) dated April 26, 2019, Fred Post (ASI 

Environmental Control Manager) describes the root cause of the power loss: “The failure resulted from 

the use of older style technology which deploys mineral oil filled bushings and has shown to be prone to 

cause leakage current to flow to ground.”   

Did the MECP acquire a detailed report indicating who has ownership and responsibility for the 

equipment that failed? If it was Algoma’s responsibility (assuming not Hydro One) to ensure that 

updated equipment was in place, then this failure facilitated the necessity to initiate operational 

procedures to ensure safety which resulted in the extensive emissions being released to the 

environment.  Therefore, Algoma would be guilty of emissions violations due to their failure to ensure 

their primary power supply was up to date thereby avoiding the possibility of an occurrence.  Algoma is 

fully aware of the importance of maintenance with respect to this system and thereby should assume all 

liabilities. 

A case could be made that Algoma’s response (action/response plan) was deficient considering it was 

clear by the timeline I provided that the emissions were very extensive, and a call should have been 

made quickly to the Spills Action Centre (SAC) emphasizing the urgency of the situation.  This response 

includes their late collection and evaluation to determine if a bypass occurred in which contaminants 

would be discharged into the St. Mary’s River when their pumps stopped due to the total loss of power.  

The St. Mary’s River has flow velocity in that area sufficient enough to reasonably assume that most of 

the contaminants would have dissipated far downstream by the time Algoma investigated (power was 

restored 48 minutes prior to collection).  

In the event that Algoma could not get the emissions under control (possible outcome being an 

explosion), the late call would have made it more difficult for emergency organizations to organize a 

response to limit more serious consequences.  The ministry’s (SSM MECP Lori Greco) response was also 

deficient and not well organized since Lori Greco appeared on scene well after most of the extensive 

emissions were over despite the fact that she should have been fully aware of the severity and possible 

outcome of this sort of event.  
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Consider:  these events and portions of entries highlighted from the Ministry Report (1433-BA4LCB)  

dated March 09, 2019 {my own comments/summarization}: 

9:32 am – total loss of power {confirmed by Algoma report} 

*9:39 am- *ASI Environmental Control estimates by-pass of untreated effluent into the river at MWFP*  

9:55 am – my first observation of the extensive emissions from my house 

9:59 am – first confirmed photo of extensive emissions {see my timeline of March 09} *Photo 1* 

Highlights of Ministry Report: 

*10:27 am - *ASI Environmental Control estimates by-pass of untreated effluent into river stops. *  

10:38 am – call to Spills Action Centre (SAC): caller reports a power outage to entire facility.  There will 

be heavy emissions coal and coke dust which will be impacting the neighbourhood.  Started 30 minutes 

ago.   Complaint from resident seeing a lot of black smoke (IR#5767-BA4L9C) 

*10:45 am -*ASI Jerry Suurna (GM Safety/Envir/EmergServices) confirms power restored to coke ovens* 

11:05 am - rec'd call from Corey Jackson (cj) @ ASI - had a power outage; 8/9 COB's are on fire, may 

have had a bypass at the MWFP. Corey indicated that he is on-site with Chris Graham and requested 

MECP presence. I explained to Corey that I would need to be ERP'd out by SAC if it was deemed 

necessary by SAC. I contacted my supervisor to explain the situation and I was advised to stay put until I 

get a call from SAC. ASI would be updating SAC.  

11:09 am- Chris Graham - Algoma - to SAC (JA): reports that at power outage, all 3 coke oven batteries 

lost power and steam and had the inability to process any volatiles coming off the coal. They then had to 

bypass causing a black plume. There is a constant rolling fire on top of the batteries. Lori Greco who has 

advised them that she will be responding to site in about 45 minutes. Caller will have Lori update SAC 

with findings. Algoma will also be updating SAC. 

*11:15 am - *ASI Environmental Control collected samples of water from the MWFP wet well. * 

*11:30 am -*ASI Environmental Control inspects the river downstream of MWFP discharge location. * 

11:43 am – Jerry Suurna advises SAC that power has been restored to coke oven batteries at 10:45 am 

Emissions are still ongoing, however they have been getting better. *They will advise SAC when there 

are zero emissions and everything is fully under control*. {see my timeline and watch the 3 videos}* 

11:48 am – MECP SSM Lori Greco advises SAC that Algoma has also contacted her and told her about 

the incident and requested her to attend.  SAC: Lori does not believe that her presence will be 

necessary.  They will also be updating her on the situation. {This means that there was no other 

organization on site assessing the situation and it was solely up to Algoma to evaluate the whole 

situation.  Did Algoma see if any residents needed assistance considering it was impacting the 

neighbourhood?}  

12:09 am – Ron Dorscht (SSM MECP) to SAC: The incident has received a lot of media attention. ERP to 

be paged. {I am not sure what Mr. Dorscht considers “a lot” of media attention.  From what I have seen, 
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there were two short reports online and a short evening report on CTV News that day. Almost everyone I 

talked to never knew it happened. Unless he is referring to direct communication to himself and not to 

the public.} 

12:11 am – SAC(ad) to ERP: Lori Greco was briefed. She will call when she gets to the office. {Why 

wouldn’t Lori Greco just go as soon as possible to the office and wait just in case, considering the 

circumstances and that she was requested to attend by Corey Jackson (ASI) at 11:05 am?} 

1:08 pm – Lori Greco (ERP) to SAC: reports that she is at the office and heading to site, ETA to site 13:20 

and will update SAC later. 

1:25 pm – {Lori Greco meets at Jerry Suurna’s office with Algoma Staff for updates and begins her 

assessment of the situation including ordering Algoma to conduct a plant wide assessment} 

1:44 pm – PEOC {Provincial Emergency Operations Centre} to SAC: requesting the latest update. SAC 

advised that the ERP has not arrived on site yet. No evacuations have been initiated. It has not been 

assessed as a high health risk situation. {Who assessed it as “not a high health risk situation”? (employee 

or resident health?) This statement may have some validity if the situation was assessed after 11:45am} 

2:14 pm – Naomi Thibault (SSM Emergency Management Coordinator) to SAC: caller was contacted by 

PEOC and wanted to see if SAC had any further information. The caller requested SAC to keep her up to 

date when more information becomes available. 

3:02 pm – Lori Greco: tour of Bayview area with Chris Galizia, collect particulate sample from snowbank 

at the corner of Young and Central (180 Central Street) – pics taken {Why was only one sample taken? 

She should have taken more than one sample even a couple of feet apart or from another area 

considering the high variability in the composition of this type of particulate.} 

3:40 pm – Lori Greco: back at office, complete notes, contact SAC 

4:15 pm- Lori Greco: leave for home 

5:01 pm – SAC to PEOC Duty Officer: Briefed on update info. 

5:07 pm – SAC to Naomi Thibault (SSM Emergency Management Coordinator): Briefed on update info. 

*7:10 pm – Jerry Suurna (ASI) notifies SAC that flares have been extinguished* 

Also consider, in a meeting with Ron Dorscht and Lori Greco at SSM MCEP local office on July 18, 2019, 

Lori Greco remarked to me that the ministry has cameras facing the coke oven batteries stacks.  She 

claims that they are watched by her and other MECP staff 24 hours a day.  If this is true, who was 

watching the cameras from 9:00 am to 11:00 am since they would have seen a problem and would have 

been able to contact ASI to inquire what the issue was (what is the purpose of the cameras)?.  If the 

footage was reviewed from these cameras even at the MECP office, you would recognize the urgency 

and be able to record the event as a major emissions event rather than minor as indicated in her 

ministry report. What is considered major if that event was minor?   If you take into account her time to 

leave ASI and head back to the MECP office, she was there less than 2 hours to complete her 

investigation for a significant event.   
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Re: Water Samples collected by ASI on March 09, 2019: 

Portion of letter dated March 22, 2019 from Chris Galizia (ASI Environmental Control Officer) to Lori 

Greco (SSM MECP Senior Environmental Officer):  

“During the power outage, the MWFP could have experienced a bypass discharging untreated effluent 

to the St. Mary’s River.  The power outage last from 9:39AM until 10:27AM, a duration of approximately 

48 minutes. Based on historical events, the water level of the primary basin raises approximately 1.7% 

per minute during a power outage until the primary basin reaches 84% at which time a bypass would be 

initiated. The water level in the basin at the time of power loss was 48.5% and at 9:59AM it is believed 

the filter plant would have begun to bypass. This bypass would have lasted until 10:27AM for a total 

bypass time of 28 minutes. Prior to the outage, effluent flow was recorded at 11,520 m3/hour and 

decreased to 8,820 m3/hour once power was restored. Based on this information, the expected flow 

rate out of the filter plant during the time of a bypass would be 10,170m3/hour. Combined with the 

duration of the bypass, the expected volume of untreated effluent would be 4,780 m3.”                     

{4,780 m3 = 4,780, 000 L} 

“At 11:15AM, Environment Control collected samples of water from the MWFP wet well. These 

samples would be representative of effluent quality if a bypass occurred. At the time of sample 

collection, water levels in the primary basin had returned to normal. The location of a bypass outflow 

was inspected and appeared to be dry, indicating that a bypass may not have occurred. At 11:30AM, the 

St. Mary’s River was inspected downstream of the MWFP discharge location and there was no visual 

evidence of a bypass (i.e. water discolouration, sheening etc.).” 

I am not sure how you can expect accurate results and observations considering Algoma collected water 

samples 48 minutes after they restored power at 10:27 am.  The river was inspected downstream 63 

minutes after power was restored (1hr 58 minutes after the total loss of power to the facility).  Algoma 

staff should have recognized the significant probability that this type of spill would occur given the 

circumstances and should have been prepared to deal with this situation.  The late investigation could 

be the reason for the “appearance” of the bypass outflow being dry as stated by Mr. Galizia.  Mr. Galizia 

acknowledges “At the time of the sample collection, water levels in the primary basin had returned to 

normal”.  Essentially, a lot of contaminated water was allowed to flow out and then be replaced by 

“new” water before the samples were taken.  Just consider how much the effluent flow decreased when 

power was restored. I will assume Algoma waited because they were too busy avoiding a catastrophic 

explosion from occurring and therefore contamination to the river was secondary.  What does Algoma’s 

emergency response plan look like?    *end* 

DISCUSSION 

The MECP investigation was limited by their responsibility to establish if the emissions event was an 

accident and if emergency procedures were followed.  The burden of proof should have been on ASI to 

demonstrate that the accident was unavoidable and ASI effectively initiated a comprehensive safety 

plan that accounted for all aspects of the facility and their impacts to residents.  It is evident that there 

was an ineffective evaluation of the situation and timely conveyance of information to SAC and the SSM 

MECP.  The SSM MECP relied on information updates from ASI and did not take sufficient action to 
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attend the scene despite a request from ASI.  The inaction resulted in the consequences of the event 

remaining unaddressed which included the public concern on the root cause of the emissions. 

Power Outage Confirmation 

In a letter to Ron Dorscht (SSM MECP Area Supervisor) dated April 26, 2019, Fred Post (ASI 

Environmental Control Manager) describes the root cause of the power loss: “The failure resulted from 

the use of older style technology which deploys mineral oil filled bushings and has shown to be prone to 

cause leakage current to flow to ground.”   

There was confusion among Sault residences whether the power outage they experienced the same 

morning was related to the power outage at ASI.  A SaultOnline.com article on March 09, 2019 states, “A 

power surge, experienced by most of the area around 10:30am Saturday may have a triggered a fire in 

the coke ovens SaultOnline.com was told.” 

The PUC stated that they do not provide commercial power to ASI and the power outage was not a 

result of any fault in the PUC distribution system and occurred from an unrelated incident.  Brookfield 

Renewable advised that they did experience a power outage at the same time as ASI. The fault on the 

grid at Patrick Street substation would have caused their units to trip in response, resulting in a loss of 

power at their facility.  Hydro One confirmed that they do supply commercial power to ASI, and a fault 

occurred at the Patrick Street substation (due to confidentially, Hydro One did not confirm the specific 

reason for the fault and who was responsible). 

Extensive Damages 

ASI regularly claims that they use the “best available technology” to reduce emissions and their impacts 

to the community and their environment.  The failure of ASI to not replace outdated technology in a 

critical system resulted in extensive damages to their facility that will continue to require significant 

capital investments to maintain current levels of production and profitability.  The replacement of many 

through walls and some charging issues (filling ovens with coal) at ASI’s No. 9 battery is partly due to the 

damaged caused on March 09, 2019.  According to a letter from Chris Galizia (ASI Environmental Control 

Officer) to Lori Greco (SSM MECP) dated March 22, 2019: 

“As a result of the loss of pressure control and flaring, fires started on #9 battery.  This resulted in heavy 

damage to the Individual Oven Pressure Control (IOPC) system.  The damage done placed #9 battery in a 

dangerous position and it was not able to operate safely after the bleeders were extinguished.  

Individual ovens have been slowly brought back into service and as of March 14th, 2019 only 42 of the 60 

ovens are operational, with 10 ovens predicted to be out of service for an extended period of time.  As a 

result of not being able to operate ovens consistently, gas production from #9 battery is reduced and 

positive pressure needs to be maintained in the collector main while charging so as to not bring in 

oxygen.  Oxygen in the collector main could lead to a fire and explosion.  For safety reasons, the limited 

charging that has occurred has been done with standpipe caps open as this is the only way to return to 

normal operating conditions.  This has resulted in direct discharges of COG to the atmosphere and spill 

reports have been issued for each charge under this condition.  On March 13th, 2019 charging to the 

atmosphere ceased as enough gas is being generated to allow negative pressure in the collector main to 

be maintained safely.” 
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CONCLUSION 

An individual cannot directly control the emissions they are exposed to but are entitled to a basic 

assurance of safety afforded to them by the Ontario Clean Air Act and their basic rights to information 

that could impact their quality of life and enjoyment of their property. 

It is unclear if there was a notice given to affected residents considering a particulate sample was 

collected in the Bayview neighbourhood.  ASI chose to convey minimal information regarding the event 

and did not present a reasonable opportunity for residents and stakeholders to comment and address 

their concerns.  There was no formal public acknowledgement from ASI or to its ACLC regarding the root 

cause of the power outage which was specifically caused by their older technology.  This omission may 

have served to alleviate any concerns regarding their operations and the status of their equipment.  

There were no documented discussions at their CLC meeting following the event referring to a discharge 

of untreated effluent to the St. Mary’s River or of any public complaints regarding the emissions.  

Despite the significant emissions and estimated discharge of untreated effluent to the St. Mary’s River, 

the standard of accountability of ASI to the general public was inadequate compared to a bleeder valve 

opening at ArcelorMittal Dofasco on February 25, 2019, a 2-minute emission that deposited particulate 

matter into neighbourhoods but no discharge of untreated effluent. The industry standard for 

environmental responsibility and liability in Sault Ste. Marie appears to be insufficient compared to 

other comparable areas of the province despite the St. Mary’s River being an “Area of Concern”. 

The MECP determined ASI exercised due diligence. Due diligence also requires prompt assessment and 

evaluation of a situation in which the necessary authorities are properly notified regarding the urgency 

of the situation so they are able to effectively perform their duties and responsibilities based on the 

information made available to them. 

It should be recommended that a higher level of transparency is expected from ASI with respect to the 

information they provide to the public and to their ACLC regarding their emissions and operational 

upsets.  Evidence of concerns from residents and acknowledgement in the local media, should prompt 

the expectation that ACLC members who represent public interests, inquire further into the issues that 

are presented to them.  Active participation and due diligence of ACLC membership requires that ASI has 

disclosed to its members all the relevant facts necessary for effective and meaningful discussion.  The 

SSM MECP has knowledge and details surrounding most emissions upsets and therefore should ensure 

that ASI is not omitting issues and concerns that should be addressed publicly.    The current framework 

of environmental enforcement and compliance requires a more active role from the SSM MECP, ACLC, 

First Nations, all levels of government, and other groups/agencies in Sault Ste. Marie Ontario and Sault 

Ste. Marie Michigan to ensure public confidence and community interests are assured. 

Although ASI is entitled to certain privacy rights, the current conditions and challenges of the facility are 

important to the long term environmental and economic considerations for the future in Sault Ste. 

Marie.  Damages to the facility from emissions events should be generally discussed since the capital 

investments required for repairs and financial burden from the events will require additional support 

and investment from taxpayers. There should be a reasonable expectation that financial investments 

from government and concessions made by the municipality (smaller tax payments, delays in 

environmental upgrades), confirm that essential repairs and upgrades are being completed which 

protect the employees, residents and the environment for the future generations in Sault Ste. Marie.  
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MARCH 09, 2019 TIMELINE 

       

Photo 1: Cathcart/Huron @ 9:59 AM                            

 

        

  Photo 2: Cathcart Sidewalk/Marconi Hall @ 10:00 AM           
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Photo 3: Cathcart St./ASI @ 10:16 AM, Video: 7 minutes 56 seconds 

 

 

Photo 4: Cathcart St./ASI @ 10:29 AM, Video: 5 minutes 54 seconds 
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 Photo 5: Cathcart St./near Spadoni’s @ 10:39 AM                         

 

  

Photo 6: Cathcart St./near Marconi Hall @ 10:39 AM (yellow emission is raw coke gas)   
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION  
 
MEDIA COVERAGE: 
 

Black smoke billowing from steel plant (3 photos) 
SooToday is investigating and will have more information as it becomes available 

Mar 9, 2019 11:45 AM By: SooToday Staff 

 

Multiple SooToday readers are reporting an apparent fire at the Algoma steel plant in the 
city's west end on Saturday morning. 

SooToday is investigating and will have more information as it becomes available. 

If you have any more photos of the fire and would like to share, send 
to news@sootoday.com.  

Soo Today:  https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/black-smoke-billowing-from-steel-plant-3-photos-

1313565 

 

mailto:news@sootoday.com
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/black-smoke-billowing-from-steel-plant-3-photos-1313565
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/black-smoke-billowing-from-steel-plant-3-photos-1313565
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Power outage cited as cause of weekend Steel Plant incident 
Coke battery flaring led to billowing black smoke 

Mar 11, 2019 11:28 AM By: SooToday Staff 

 
Smoke seen billowing from Algoma Steel March 9, 2019. Photo submitted 

SooToday has received word as to the cause of black smoke billowing from Algoma Steel 
Saturday. 

“I can confirm at 9:40 a.m. Saturday, March 9 we had a temporary total loss of power to the 
steelworks which resulted in a loss of steam to the operation as well. This necessitated 
flaring on the coke batteries,” wrote Brenda Stenta, Algoma Steel communications 
manager, in an email to SooToday Monday morning. 

“Power was fully restored by 10:45 a.m. and the steam supply followed several hours 
thereafter. No injuries were sustained. The appropriate authorities were notified. An 
investigation is underway to determine the root cause and corrective measures,” Stenta 
wrote  

Soo Today: https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/power-ouatge-cited-as-cause-of-weekend-steel-
plant-incident-1315510 

 

https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/power-ouatge-cited-as-cause-of-weekend-steel-plant-incident-1315510
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/power-ouatge-cited-as-cause-of-weekend-steel-plant-incident-1315510
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Power Surge May Have Triggered Fire at Algoma Steel 

By Craig Huckerby 
March 9, 2019    
 

  

 

Flames and thick black smoke could be seen from the stacks at Algoma Steel Saturday 

morning. 

A powersurge, experienced by most of the area around 10:30am Saturday may have a 

triggered a fire in the coke ovens SaultOnline.com was told. 

Many on social media were alarmed by the thick black smoke as it encompassed the steel 

plant following a power failure leaving the operation in the dark for about an hour. 

No reports of injuries or damages at this point.  This story will be updated when more 

information is available.  

Sault Online: https://saultonline.com/2019/03/power-surge-may-have-triggered-fire-at-algoma-steel/ 

https://saultonline.com/author/craig-huckerby/
https://saultonline.com/2019/03/power-surge-may-have-triggered-fire-at-algoma-steel/
https://cdn.saultonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/steel-plant-fire.jpg


P a g e  | 33 

 

CTV News Northern Ontario – March 09, 2019 

 

 

CTV News Northern Ontario: https://northernontario.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1632086 

https://northernontario.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1632086
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOLLOWING MARCH 09, 2019 EMISSIONS EVENT: 

 

Photo 7:  Slide #15 from ACLC meeting #29 with no public complaints about air emissions on March 09 

  

Photo 8: Slide #16 from ACLC meeting #29 on June 04, 2019 following the emissions event. 
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Photo 9: Portion of ASI Monthly Summary Report of Environmental Concerns with no air emissions   

 

Photo 10:  ACLC Meeting #29 Minutes, June 04, 2019, only information/comments regarding the event 
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Photo 11: ASI Process Upset Table posted August 2019 not showing March 09 emissions event. 

 

Photo 12: Heavy emissions on March 09 @ 10:00 am from Cathcart St. near Marconi Hall 
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MECP PARTICULATE SAMPLE RELATIVE TO HISTORICAL DEPOSITION 

 

Photo 13: Modified google map showing monitoring devices relative to sources of contaminants 

 

Photo 14: Portion of the conclusion of MOE particulate study conducted in 2006* 

*Report on Sault Ste. Marie 2006 Particulate Monitoring Special Study, pg. 19 
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Photo 15: Locations of soil samples taken in MOE soil study* relative to MECP sample (Mar09/19)  

 

Photo 16: Concentration Contour Map showing pattern of BaP (Benzo-a-pyrene) in surface soil samples  

*Soil Survey in the Bayview Neighbourhood Adjacent to Essar Steel Algoma Incorporated, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario (2012) 
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MARCH 09 EMISSIONS COMPARED TO TYPICAL EMISSIONS 

 

Photo 17: Heavy emissions from ASI at 10:39 am photographed from Cathcart St. - March 09/19     

 

Photo 18: A view of “normal” or typical emissions from ASI (L to R: 7,8 and 9 battery stacks) - April 24/19 

 



P a g e  | 40 

 

 

 

Photo 19: ASI Process Upset Table showing discharges of coking gas to the atmosphere post March 09 

 

 

Photo 20: ASI Process Upset Table showing the end of the discharging of raw COB gas to the atmosphere 
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                                                    *Data compiled from ASI Process Upset Table 

Note: Some ovens required more than two charges to the atmosphere (Ex. 47,51) of COB gas (raw coke oven 

battery gas).  Damaged ovens that are not operational result in difficulties in maintaining proper pressure in the 

collection main, oven temperatures and limit operations needed for charging such as a lack of a by-pass oven. A 

by-pass oven is an empty oven, the empty space is used to help control the escape of COB gases when the ovens 

are charged (filled with coal).  If there is no available effective by-pass oven, more COB gas will escape resulting in 

much higher charging times (over the 12 second limit) and a greater discharge to the atmosphere.   
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MECP ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE RESPONSE (Don Earl):                     
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MECP ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE RESPONSE (Melissa Evers):                     
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No. 7 Coke Oven Battery stack emitting particulate at 100 percent opacity on June 27, 2019 
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS 
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Photo 1:  Heavy emissions from ASI on March 09, 2019 emissions event due to a total loss of power. 

 

Photo 2: Potential contaminants released from coke oven gas (COG) and their impacts. 
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Photo 3: Raw yellow coking gases being released from No. 8 and 9 coke oven batteries (Mar09/19). 

 

Photo 4: Flaring of coking gases from No. 8 and 9 coke oven batteries (Mar09/19). 
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Note: No response has been received from M.P. Terry Sheehan to date. 
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Why is Algoma Steel lighting the west end with flared coke oven gas? 
The problem should be fixed by early next week, the company says 

about 14 hours ago By: David Helwig 

 
SooToday reader Janice Anderson snapped this photo of huge flames over Algoma Steel early in the morning 
of Friday, Oct. 18, 2019. Photo used by permission. 

A tiny, ruptured steam line at Algoma Steel is responsible for the spectacular gas flares that have 
perioidically lit up the Sault's west end over the past week. 

Brenda Stenta, the steelmaker's manager of communications and branding, says the flaring should stop 
early next week. 

"On Friday, Oct. 18, 2019, we had a one-inch steam line rupture in the by-products plant which resulted 
in a loss of power to some related processes," Stenta tells SooToday. 

"As per protocol, the cokemaking battery flares were lit – two per battery." 

"We have three batteries. The flares are a necessary safety mechanism for the safe combustion of 
surplus fuel when the process is unable to recycle the fuel in normal course through the boilers and the 
cogeneration plant. Once power was restored the battery flares were extinguished," she said. 

"The coke oven gas stack is flared periodically when coke oven gas exceeds operating demand as is the 
case currently while the booster that distributes coke oven gas to the boilers gets repaired." 

Stenta added: "When the booster comes back online early next week, the flare will not be required." 

The Ontario government's hourly air quality measurements for Sault Ste. Marie show spikes in fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5) corresponding to major flares reported by our readers on Friday, Oct. 18 and 
Sunday, Oct. 20, but Stenta insists particulate levels aren't related to the coke oven flares.  

https://www.sootoday.com/writers/helwig
http://www.airqualityontario.com/history/pollutant.php?stationid=71078&pol_code=124&start_day=19&start_month=10&start_year=2019&chart=1&station_id=71078&submitter=Update&utm_source=sootoday.com&utm_campaign=sootoday.com&utm_medium=referral
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"While particulate matter emissions were somewhat elevated on Friday during the outage (particulate 
matter - PM10 24-hour rate at our Wallace Terrace air monitoring station measured 12 micrograms per 
cubic metre that day, and peaked at 44), they have since returned to normal levels." 

"Today the total PM10 24 hour rate is measuring at 0 micrograms per cubic metre. The Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation, and Parks ambient air quality criterion for PM10 is 50 micrograms per cubic 
metre for a 24-hour period, which is based on a Canada-wide standard," Stenta said.  

Source: https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/why-is-algoma-steel-lighting-the-west-end-with-flared-
coke-oven-gas-
1763598#:~:text=The%20flares%20are%20a%20necessary,boilers%20and%20the%20cogeneration%20p
lant. 

 

 

Photo 5: Portion of ASI’s Process Upset Table showing the event of October 18, 2019 

 

Note: There was no acknowledgement by ASI and the MECP or any records in ACLC Meeting Minutes 

regarding public complaints, air emissions or contamination to water from this event. 

https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/why-is-algoma-steel-lighting-the-west-end-with-flared-coke-oven-gas-1763598#:~:text=The%20flares%20are%20a%20necessary,boilers%20and%20the%20cogeneration%20plant
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/why-is-algoma-steel-lighting-the-west-end-with-flared-coke-oven-gas-1763598#:~:text=The%20flares%20are%20a%20necessary,boilers%20and%20the%20cogeneration%20plant
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/why-is-algoma-steel-lighting-the-west-end-with-flared-coke-oven-gas-1763598#:~:text=The%20flares%20are%20a%20necessary,boilers%20and%20the%20cogeneration%20plant
https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/why-is-algoma-steel-lighting-the-west-end-with-flared-coke-oven-gas-1763598#:~:text=The%20flares%20are%20a%20necessary,boilers%20and%20the%20cogeneration%20plant
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Photo 6: Heavy emissions and flaring from ASI on October 18, 2019 due to a pipe burst (Soo Today) 

 

Photo 7: Potential contaminants released from the flaring of raw coke oven gas and their impacts. 
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Osprey eating a local fish from the St. Mary’s River near Algoma Steel Inc. on June 04, 2020. 

 


