
  

                                

MECP AND ASI INVESTIGATIONS 

                   Public Complaints 

ABSTRACT 
Concerns regarding how the Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) and 

Algoma Steel Inc. (ASI) investigate public complaints.  

ASI Environmental Control officers fail to properly 

attribute certain public complaints to their operations 

despite visual evidence.  
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Note: MECP Ron Dorscht has not responded to this e-mail to date or made any comments regarding its 

contents which was sent on December 23, 2020. 
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JUNE 17, 2019 PUBLIC COMPLAINT 

 

Note: Incident occurred on June 17, 2019 and information updated by MECP Greco on September 17.  
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Photo 7:  Light orange haze over ASI described in the public complaint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8:  Orange haze becoming more prominent from iron emissions (Dekish area) 
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Photo 9: Iron emissions emanating from the Dekish area 

 

 

Photo 10:  Multiple fugitive iron emissions from the rooftop of the No. 2 BOSP 
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Photo 11: ASI Monthly Report of Environmental Concerns not showing June 17, 2019 public complaint. 

 

 

Photo 12: Portion of ASI’s Process Upset Table showing no BOSP (steelmaking) rooftop emissions 

 

Note: BOSP fugitive emissions are incidents which require reporting.  Only stack violations and a pushing 

emission are noted on their Process Upset Table.  
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JULY 02, 2019 PUBLIC COMPLAINT 

 

Note: Incident Report for July 02, 2019 and July 03, 2019 public complaints. 



P a g e  | 7 

 

   

Photo 13: High particulate haze with 7 Battery stack and pushing emissions near BF7 

 

 

Photo 14:  Bluish haze described in the public complaint and a large No. 2 BOSP rooftop emission. 
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Photo 15: High particulate haze continuing with stack emissions from all COB stacks (L to R: 7,8,9) 

 

 

Photo 16: Large iron emissions from the casthouse of the No. 7 Blast Furnace 
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Photo 17: ASI Monthly Report of Environmental Concerns showing July 02, 2019 public complaint. 

 

 

Photo 18: Portion of ASI’s Process Upset Table showing no BOSP or blast furnace casthouse emissions 

 

Note: BOSP fugitive emissions and casthouse emissions are incidents which require reporting.  Only 

stack violations and a beaching of iron (occurred @12:55 pm) are noted on their Process Upset Table. 

No fog can be seen in the photos or was noted at the time of observations.  
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JULY 03, 2019 PUBLIC COMPLAINT 

 

Heavy fugitive particulate emissions from ASI’s #2 BOSP (Basic Oxygen Steelmaking Plant) 

 

IRONMAKING (NO. 7 BLAST FURNACE BLEEDER EMISSION) 

    

No. 7 Blast furnace dirty bleeder valve emissions      No. 7 Blast Furnace bleeder event (30 mins) 
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Particulate released from NO.7 BF flare stack            Long light iron emission (likely casthouse emission)         

COKEMAKING (PARTICULATE FROM BAD PUSHES – 8,9 BATTERIES) 

       

High particulate from pushing (8 Battery)                      High particulate from pushing (9 Battery) 

COKEMAKING (PARTICULATE FROM HIGH OPACITY STACKS) 

       

High opacity COB stacks (L to R: 8 and 9)                      High opacity 7 Battery COB stack 
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High opacity 8 Battery COB stack                                    High opacity 9 Battery COB stack 

STEELMAKING (#2 BOSP HIGH PARTICULATE EMISSIONS) 

     

#2 BOSP rooftop and gas plant stack emissions            #2 BOSP gas cleaning plant stack emission 

STEELMAKING (MULTIPLE BOSP FUGITIVE ROOTOP EMISSIONS) 

    

Heavy particulate emissions from #2 BOSP                High particulate rooftop emissions from #2 BOSP 
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Photo 19: Portion of ASI Monthly Report of Environmental Concerns showing July 03, 2019 

 

 

Photo 20: Portion of ASI’s Process Upset Table showing July 03, 2019. 

Note:  Only the daily stack opacity violations (“events” per stack) are noted as process upsets. The No.7 

Blast Furnace bleeder emissions and #2 BOSP fugitive rooftop emissions are required to be reported.   
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July 14, 2019 PUBLIC COMPLAINT  
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Photo 21: Pale yellow stack emissions and pushing emissions from 8 Battery @ 7:59am 

 

Photo 22: Pale yellow stack emissions and more pushing emissions from 8 Battery @ 8:20 am 
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Photo 23:  Haze from cokemaking operations on 7 and 8 battery causing a stronger odour @ 8:47 am 

 

Photo 24: Dark stack emissions from 7 battery and pale yellow from 8 and 9 COB stacks @ 9:11 am 
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Photo 25:  Heavy fugitive rooftop emissions from No.2 BOSP 

 

Photo 26:  Pushing emissions from 7 battery  
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Photo 27: Portion of ASI Monthly Report of Environmental Concerns not showing July 14, 2019. 

 

 

Photo 28: Portion of ASI’s Process Upset Table showing July 03, 2019. 

Note:  Only the daily stack opacity violations (“events” per stack) are noted as process upsets. The No. 2 

BOSP fugitive rooftop emissions are required to be reported.   
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AUGUST 01, 2019 PUBLIC COMPLAINT 

 

Photo 29:  High particulate haze.  Quench Tower (“Quencher”) was operating seen by the white plume     

(far right) from pushing operations @ 7:54 am.  

 

 

Photo 30: High particulate haze.  Quench Tower still operating seen by the white plume @11:24 am 
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Photo 31: High particulate haze and emissions from ASI seen from Sault Ste. Marie, ON Boardwalk 

 

Photo 32: High particulate haze and emissions from ASI visible at Sault Ste. Marie, MI (USA) 
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Photo 33: ASI Monthly Report of Environmental Concerns showing August 01,2019 

 

 

Photo 34: ASI’s Process Upset Table showing August 01, 2019. 

Note: Cokemaking was operating for most of the morning since the quencher was in operation until at 

least 11:30 am.  Only daily stack opacity violations (“events” per stack) are noted as process upsets.  
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Layers of pollution seen from the corner of Queen and Bruce St. on August 01, 2020 

 


