SOGN/YES Club Moges,

c¢/o Prof. Carl A. Cole, Founder & CEO ad
P.O. Box 1132; Rockford, IL 61105
(815)914-1493; CSOGN@aol.com ‘

\ www.yesclubcep.us “SCLUB

“GOOD NEWS” Report!

Our SOGN YES Club “Healing America Today" (HAT) Vision
promotes the "COVID-19 Hate Crimes" Act Law, as well as
FREEDOM from Drugs, Alcohol, Violence, Crime, and
Social/Racial/Emotional Stress for Children, Youth, and Young
Adults! Accordingly, the YES Club is a Character Development
Program Inspires and Empowers Young People to be Their
BEST, through Academic Achievement, Positive Behavior, and
Social/Emotional Success!

A Special Educational Component of the YES Club is the
Utilization of MUSIC through Music Videos and Info-mercials to
Help make a Better City, State, Nation, and World (Visit Our
YouTube Page ~ Type: “soundsofgoodnews” and look for the
Circle Pic with Hands on a Piano)!

Our Key Learning Acronyms are:

"POWER" ~ "Positive Outcomes With Every Resource"

"UP" ~ "UNITY-PEACE" ~ "ULTIMATE POSITIVITY"

"UNITY" ~ "United Now Inspiring Togetherness Year-round"

"PEACE" ~ "Positive Energy And Character Excellence"

The Following is important information re: Our 40+Years of
Community Service and Youth Outreach Programming:



SOGN/YES Club “Community Outreach” LEGACY:

(1963) IL History Magazine re: “Mom” Erma Lee Davis-Cole and
her Children’s Family Group “The Singing Coles” of Freeport, IL
(The Youngest Child being Professor Carl Cole, holding Mom’s
hand and looking directly at the Photographer), in Celebration
of the Centennial of President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation! They were also mentioned in the 1965 issue!
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(1974) Professor Cole’s Father, “Dad” James A. Cole passed away
on May 20, 1974 (Carl was only 12 Years Old)! Miraculously, this
was the same exact date that President Joe Biden signed the
“COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act” into Law ~ a “COLE-lossal” Date in
History to Inspire an Exponential “COLE-laboration”!
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(1979) On November 234 (the Day after “Thanksgiving”), on
Professor Cole’s 15t Vacation Break from NIU, “Mom” Cole
became the “Inspiration” for him to establish “Sounds Of Good
News” (SOGN) Productions & the “YES” Club Character
Excellence Program “S0OS” ~ “System Of Support” to Inspire &
Empower Children, Youth, and Young Adults to be their BEST,
through her Teachings and Examples of Community Service
beyond Social and Racial boundaries, through the “Universal
Language of Music”! This Year Hails Our “42"d Anniversary”!
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(2007) SOGN/YES Club Received the IL Association of Park
Districts (IAPD) “Community Service” Award through the
National Gold Award Winning Rockford Park District.
Consequently, Our “YES” Club Core Group Singers (The “Young
Eagles Soaring Inspirational Choir”) has performed Annually at
the IL State Fair in Springfield on its IAPD “Conservation Day”
(3rd Saturday of August)! Except for their Pandemic Shut Down
last Year, we have been asked to return to share our 13t Year
Performances on the IL Building and Ethnic Village Stages
(Saturday, August 21, 2021, representing RPD)!
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(2009) In Celebration of “Father’s Day” on June 77, 2009, Mr. C
received the African-American “Father of the Year” Award from
the Ethnic Heritage Museum of Rockford, IL!

The Ethnic Heritage Museum
Of Rockford

congratulates

Carl Andrew Cole

African American
Father of The Year
in recognition of his contributions
to family life and to the community,

June 7, 2009




(2013) In the Spring of 2013, the “YES” Club received the
Winnebago County Health Department Violence Prevention
Coalition’s “Partner In Peace” Award! This Inspired Our Annual
“PEACE Party” Celebrations on “WORLD PEACE Day”
(September 215t)!




(2018) Through SOGN, the “YES” Club became the Only Youth
Program to be a Part of the IL Bicentennial Commission!
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On August 17, 2018 (the Day before our Annual Visit to the IL
State Fair), our work with the IL Bicentennial caused Us to be
Blessed to Receive the “Dream Builders Empowerment” Award
from the IL Department of Human Rights!




(2019) On the Day after “Thanksgiving”, SOGN Productions
Celebrated “4 Decades” of Music Business/Ministries and
Community Service! This accomplishment was recognized
through Official Letters of Congratulations from IL Governor JB
Pritzker, and US Senator Richard Durbin (PDF’s are available)!
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SOGN Founder/CEO: Professor Elder Carl A. Cole; SOGN President:
SOGN Director of Education: Evangelist Dianna Cole: Franklin L. Robinson
SOGN Exec. Music Producer/Studio Engineer: Andrew J. Cole

For Our 40t Anniversary Celebrations, We presented Two
Events in Our Hometown of Freeport as Well as in Aurora,
where our SOGN President Frank Robinson resides. On
November 23, 2019 (the exact Founding Date of SOGN), We held
Our 15t Celebration in Aurora, where SOGN received a “Mayor’s
Excellence” Award, in Honor of Our Founder/CEO, Mr. C, as well
as President Frank Robinson (Video Available)! We were also
Blessed to receive Interest and Coverage in the Chicago Tribune
~ Beacon News Publication (Sunday, November 24, 2021)!
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SOUNDS OF GOOD NEWS

For giving of your time and tatents for 40 years 10 give Us great

music, pasitive exampias and good news In Aurcra. Rockiord anc
Freaport. You have prowded ihe soundirack of cur wwes $or four
decades and continue to show us 1he power of musec
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(A Video of that Event Celebration is also on Our YouTube Page)
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Park foundation set for Day of Giving

Fox Valley group secks money
for programs for kids, veterans

BY STEVE LORD

and well-being
are the order of the day at
the Fox Valley Park District
during the upcomng:y of
Giving on Dec.

Those thmgs and more,
are what come of the three
programs lorlugys m;l veter-

e Fox
ank'ymr;“hrk Foundanm. a
separate nonprofit
zation that serves resi
of the Fox Valley Park Dn

T‘hu is the third year the
foundation has Fam‘cipnxed
in the Day of Giving a
nationwide effort to raise
money for nonprofits that
takes place on the Tuesday
after ’Izunkiyvmg MAJ:Z

The park foundation uses
the day to target three of its
programs. The goal is to
raise $10,000 to send 50
kids to camp, teach 50 kids
to swim and help 20 disa-
bled veterans improve their

ysical well-| by buy-
m them a ye‘:‘:amembcr
ship to the Vaughan Ath-
letic Center on Aurora’s
‘West Side.

Giving Tuesday runs fora
24-hour period, and is fo-
cused on online donations.
During that time, people
can donate on the Fox
Valley Park Foundation's
website and Facebook page.

In the last two years the
foundation has awarded
more dunudsloo.ooo inr
grants toward a variety of

needs,

Aurora-based Dunham
Fund more than 60
organizations involved.

re-

the faund:mon s
rectors approved

grant requests to nine Park

cently

Dmnc( ronsored pro-

552,000 for use in 2020.
These funds came
through foundation’s
largest event, the annual
Golf for Kids fundraiser,
which celebrated its 25th
year in June at O
Golf Course.
real value comes in
the tion by stu-
dents, P‘mﬂPﬂ families and veterans
whoﬁnda fvalue

way of transitioning back to
their community and en-
gaging. wnh other former

service
ﬁm ‘l‘]\e pmnm is a.lso

Gwmg,

Mindfulness and Medita-
tion, $2,500, which pro-
vides cancer survivors and
those diagnosed with the
disease a holistic option to
healing, whlch includes us-

tailored to them, at an
affordable price and avail-
able in a location accessible
to them” said LuAnne
Kelsey, the foundation’s
< voman. “When we
speak of under-served resi-
dents, all these factors - and
more - come into play with
social equity. All residents
deserve an opportunity to
par_lt;cwlpatc axmﬁl"h
t

grant ﬁmm will re-
ceive in 2020 are:

Heroes in Health, $1,500,
which provides veterans a

ingyog
treatment, reducing stress
and anxiety, and pmvldlng a
gmll: exercise option.

Up in the
Park, 53.020 which pro-
vides safe and new activities
that help keep kids active
and learning somethis
new while having fun wit

Boxing Club Program,
$5,000, which provides the
boxing club with an up-
dated facility to train as
members participate in the
program, which promotes

hyslm! fitness (hrough
and gives kid:

leens a safe oudet fmm
gangs or drugs, and
Iwepmgllwmoﬂ'zhesneeu
to Learn, $5100,
:)aud on the “Motion Evo-
ution” concept, which
vides dassesleor chxkr:;
7 and includes
the educational basics
(numbers, letters, colors
and shapes), physical gross
motor bnlsln;;,‘ (running,
;um o rol
p-n& ns- Uﬁ:

mcc) and scnsory stimula-
tion (sight, sound, texture
and Kilysiml movement).

Housing Au-
thority Summer Camp,
$5,380, which includes ac-
tivities at three public-

complexes,
g N et o
teens, ranging from group
games, arts and crafts, na-
ture walks and walking field
trips, along with a specific
sportor activity each week.
Presc]

hool Program for

4's, $7000, which offers
4-year-olds in the Creative/
Nature Play Preschool

gram two days of activitiesa
week at the Prisco Commu-
nity Center - 10 students
will be fully funded by the

grant money.

Sports Saturday Pro-
m $10,000, which is a

1l-week program of-

fered to community mem-
bers in West Aurora School
District 129 and East Aurora
School District 131, provid-
ing ways for chxlcﬁcn to
remain active in the winter
months when outdoor ac-
tivities may be limited due
to the ma&kr

Summer Playgrounds
Camp, $12,500, which are
camps offered at four parks
throughout the district for
six weeks during the sum-
mer, when children 6 to 11
years old pumcrputn inarts
and crafts, grouj
sports and l-'hdz) ﬁcld trips.

slord@tribpub.com

Sounds of Good News celebrates 40 years

Support group
combines music,
ministry, service
BY DAVID SHAROS

The Prisco Center was
alive Saturday afternoon
with the sounds of good
music and good news as a
local inspirational and sup-

for kids, nts
mmgwers oclz;:lcd
its 40th anniversary.

Sounds of Good News —
a group founded by Rock-
ford resident Carl Cole, 58,
who is both a musician
ordained minister —

t the party to its
Aurora satellite location for
a two-hour celebration be-
ginning at noon Saturday.

The celebration included

music and food and

also served as a tribute to
the suburban Chicago
branch President Frank
Robinson, who started the
local branch of SOGN here
in 2005,
Robinson, 69, spoke

Cole became lifelong
friends decades ago.

“You find )nurscll domg a
lot of the same
anddnyou(.nndyoulookup
and 40 years have gone by,
Robinson said as musicians
began warming up. “I talk to
people about wha(
they want to do,
always tell them, 'Dan(
stop” — thlnp aren't gmng
to hnppen in a week, and
things take nme

“You're going to have to
endure some thi and
there will be setbac!
when you're done with it,
you'll know you have made
amark”

Dan Leahy, d.inecmr of

marketing
nomfordlel—‘ox ankyPnrl:
ict, said “we are hon
ored to have this organiza-
tion use our facility at the
Prisco Center, which is the
hub for the arts, for their
o al
“This group is v ign-
od with whit we do- —
whether it's guitar playing
or singing or getting a free
sports lesson — which is to

| A

help kids find their passion
give them a path for-
ward” Leahy added. “The
more people and groups
there are to lead them, the
better we all are”
Visitors casunl]y strolled
into the meeting room,
where boxes of pizza and

by Cole and his fellow musi-

cians.

During a break, Cole said
the SOGN organization was
actually founded on the
same day as Saturday’s cele-
bration.

“It was Nov. 23, 1979, and
we're excited that Frank
(Robinson) is part of this
today, as we first started
working at Northern Illinois
University, and Aurora was
one of our main spots,” Cole
said. “We had an open

about their experiences
with the group, mcludmx
Dianna Cole,

never been a dull moment.”
h”“Belng married to Carl

d my life)" she
said. “My dad was a pastor,
and we all sang when I was
growingupand had alove of
music. The reward of doing
this — aside from the music

lop great character”
Robinson’s sister, Rose

Cole is all smiles Saturday at the Prisco Center In Aurora.

Robinson-Horton, who also
lives in Aurora, said her
brother “has nlways been a

musical " and played
drums before c\'rnmall)
teac] keyboards.

‘Itdu;mmothcr played the
piano, and I tried but

couldnt” she said. “My
brother was always a singer
and would dr‘uny stand out.
T've loved this organization

and traveled at times with
some of the kids and
watched them grow musi-
cally and how they would

DAVID SHAROS/BEACON-NEWS PHOTOS.
Carl Cole, of Rockford, plays keyboards as his wife, Dianna. and friend Frank Robinson sing during a 40th anniversary celebration for of the Sounds of
Good News organization that has operated a branch Aurora since 2005. A two-hour party was held at the Prisco Center on Saturday.

AuroraAld. Edward Bugg
of the 9th ward came to
represent the city and said
the group “that originated
out of Rockford and

and his vision is the same as
that of Aurora — we're
always focused on kids end
enriching them as much as
we can,” he said. “The mes-
sage of music and ministry
and community service fits
right in with our vision of
Aurora. Their work in
schools  thro projects
and mmbhs is meeting a

David Sharos is a fn'elan«
rvpvrm for The Be



(2020) “Mom” Erma Cole passed away on February 9, 2020
(only 15 Days before her “9oth” Birthday). The rest of that Year
the “YES” Club did “LEGACY Tribute” Projects in her Honor!

"LEGACY"

Tribute Projects

(2021) SOGN/YES Club presented a Special Virtual “PEACE
Party” Birthday Tribute to “Mom” Cole during Our February
“National Black History Month” Celebration (on her actual
Birthday ~ February 24). Accordingly, We received a Video
Greetings from IL State Senator Steve Stadelman (Video
available), as well as an Official Letter of Congratulations from
US Congressman Adam Kinzinger (PDF available)!

THANKS for Joining Us!_.
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(2021) SOGN/YES Club presented Our “POWER UP” Youth
Explosion Music Video Release on Saturday, JULY 34, as Part of
Our “Healing America Today” Vision! Our Ultimate Goal is to
gain Awareness of Our Program to be considered as a Juvenile
Initiative of the National Departments of Justice and Education!
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Releasing Our New "Healing America Today" Music Videos

Sagurday, July 3, 2021 @ 11AM-1PM!

'ﬁfbnit_Miss It ="For'More Info & to Donate, Visit: www.yesclupcep.us

For that Event, We were very Blessed to Receive City, State, and
National Greetings (Rockford Mayor Thomas McNamara, IL
State Senator Steve Stadelman, IL State Representative
Maurice West, US Senator Tammy Duckworth, US
Congressman Adam Kinzinger, and US Senator Dick Durbin;
Videos are also on Our YouTube Page).
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Mr. Jay Sandine
RPD Executive Director

Most recently, on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, Our Founder/CEO
was Surprised to receive the “Highest Level of Recognition” from
the Rockford Park District (RPD): The “Distinguished Service”
Award (presented by RPD Executive Director, Mr. Jay Sandine)!
The timing of this Award is particularly significant in that it was
just before our “YES” Club Youth Core Group’s 13t Annual
Performances at the IL State Fair in Springfield (Saturday,
August 21st; A Video Celebration Montage is on our Facebook
and YouTube Pages)!
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DISTINGUISHED SERVI
PRESENTED TO
PROFESSOR CARL A. C Q‘()/l(;'“ '
FOUNDER OF SOUNDS OF GOOD NEWS PRODL C‘//VO‘U*
AND YOUNG EAGLES SUCCESS CLUB (YVES cLUB)

IN RECOGNITION OF AND GREAT APPRECIAT
YOUR LONG TERM FRIENDSHIP TO THE PARK DIS’

AND FOR YOUR CARING AND COMMITTED SE /
FAMILY. CHURCH, AND COMMUNITY.

WE EXTEND OUR THANKS FOR YOUR DEEP COMMITMENT TO
THE CHILDREN OF THE ROCKFORD AREA, AND FOR YOUR
ONGOING EFFORTS TO SERVE AS A POSITIVE ROLE MODEL.
TO MAKE OUR COMMUNITY AND WORLD A BETTER PLACE.

THIS AWARD IS PRESENTED WITH GRATITUDE BY THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND THE
MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ROCKFORD PARK DISTRICT

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JACK ARMSTRONG
MARTESHA BROWN

[AN LINNABARY
SCOTT OLSON
TYLER SMITH

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: JAY SANDINE
202l




Now We are Thrilled to prepare for Our September Celebrations
(inc. Our 15t Annual FALL “Web-a-thon” Fundraiser, as well as
Our “40/50/60” Celebration of Our SOGN YES Club
Founder/CEO; Details on Our Web Site)!

SOGN Productions would like to Thank You for Participating in Our 1st Annual

Fall "Web-a-thon™ Fundraiser

to Benefit Our “YES” Club Kids Program Charity!

For More Informatwn .
Call: (815)616-8064; or

“Forty Years” of Matrimony, : My "C"

“Fifty Years” of Music Ministry, ’
and “Sixty Years” of LIFE! = _
(P{ : September 25, 1961)
(1EFA5, D21 @ Noo-5Pil
Wppasiroaming on EYoulube MG

. For More Info, Call: (815)616-8064; or Visit: www.yesclubcep.us
SC“]B (Zelle: csogn@aol.com; CashApp: $SOGNYESCLUB; PayPal: at www.yesclubcep.us)




