
 

“GOOD NEWS” Report! 
 

Our SOGN YES Club “Healing America Today" (HAT) Vision 
promotes the "COVID-19 Hate Crimes" Act Law, as well as 
FREEDOM from Drugs, Alcohol, Violence, Crime, and 
Social/Racial/Emotional Stress for Children, Youth, and Young 
Adults! Accordingly, the YES Club is a Character Development 
Program Inspires and Empowers Young People to be Their 
BEST, through Academic Achievement, Positive Behavior, and 
Social/Emotional Success! 
 
A Special Educational Component of the YES Club is the 
Utilization of MUSIC through Music Videos and Info-mercials to 
Help make a Better City, State, Nation, and World (Visit Our 
YouTube Page ~ Type: “soundsofgoodnews” and look for the 
Circle Pic with Hands on a Piano)! 
 
Our Key Learning Acronyms are: 
 
"POWER" ~ "Positive Outcomes With Every Resource" 
 
"UP" ~ "UNITY-PEACE" ~ "ULTIMATE POSITIVITY" 
 
"UNITY" ~ "United Now Inspiring Togetherness Year-round" 
 
"PEACE" ~ "Positive Energy And Character Excellence" 
 
 
The Following is important information re: Our 40+Years of 
Community Service and Youth Outreach Programming: 
 
 



SOGN/YES Club “Community Outreach” LEGACY: 

(1963) IL History Magazine re: “Mom” Erma Lee Davis-Cole and 

her Children’s Family Group “The Singing Coles” of Freeport, IL 

(The Youngest Child being Professor Carl Cole, holding Mom’s 

hand and looking directly at the Photographer), in Celebration 

of the Centennial of President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 

Proclamation! They were also mentioned in the 1965 issue! 

 

 



(1974) Professor Cole’s Father, “Dad” James A. Cole passed away 

on May 20, 1974 (Carl was only 12 Years Old)! Miraculously, this 

was the same exact date that President Joe Biden signed the 

“COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act” into Law ~ a “COLE-lossal” Date in 

History to Inspire an Exponential “COLE-laboration”! 

 

(1979) On November 23rd (the Day after “Thanksgiving”), on 

Professor Cole’s 1st Vacation Break from NIU, “Mom” Cole 

became the “Inspiration” for him to establish “Sounds Of Good 

News” (SOGN) Productions & the “YES” Club Character 

Excellence Program “SOS” ~ “System Of Support” to Inspire & 

Empower Children, Youth, and Young Adults to be their BEST, 

through her Teachings and Examples of Community Service 

beyond Social and Racial boundaries, through the “Universal 

Language of Music”! This Year Hails Our “42nd Anniversary”! 

  



(2007) SOGN/YES Club Received the IL Association of Park 

Districts (IAPD) “Community Service” Award through the 

National Gold Award Winning Rockford Park District. 

Consequently, Our “YES” Club Core Group Singers (The “Young 

Eagles Soaring Inspirational Choir”) has performed Annually at 

the IL State Fair in Springfield on its IAPD “Conservation Day” 

(3rd Saturday of August)! Except for their Pandemic Shut Down 

last Year, we have been asked to return to share our 13th Year 

Performances on the IL Building and Ethnic Village Stages 

(Saturday, August 21, 2021, representing RPD)! 

 

 

 



 

 



(2009) In Celebration of “Father’s Day” on June 7, 2009, Mr. C 

received the African-American “Father of the Year” Award from 

the Ethnic Heritage Museum of Rockford, IL! 

 

 



(2013) In the Spring of 2013, the “YES” Club received the 

Winnebago County Health Department Violence Prevention 

Coalition’s “Partner In Peace” Award! This Inspired Our Annual 

“PEACE Party” Celebrations on “WORLD PEACE Day” 

(September 21st)!  

  

 



(2018) Through SOGN, the “YES” Club became the Only Youth 

Program to be a Part of the IL Bicentennial Commission! 

 

On August 17, 2018 (the Day before our Annual Visit to the IL 

State Fair), our work with the IL Bicentennial caused Us to be 

Blessed to Receive the “Dream Builders Empowerment” Award 

from the IL Department of Human Rights! 

 



(2019) On the Day after “Thanksgiving”, SOGN Productions 

Celebrated “4 Decades” of Music Business/Ministries and 

Community Service! This accomplishment was recognized 

through Official Letters of Congratulations from IL Governor JB 

Pritzker, and US Senator Richard Durbin (PDF’s are available)!  

 

 

For Our 40th Anniversary Celebrations, We presented Two 

Events in Our Hometown of Freeport as Well as in Aurora, 

where our SOGN President Frank Robinson resides. On 

November 23, 2019 (the exact Founding Date of SOGN), We held 

Our 1st Celebration in Aurora, where SOGN received a “Mayor’s 

Excellence” Award, in Honor of Our Founder/CEO, Mr. C, as well 

as President Frank Robinson (Video Available)! We were also 

Blessed to receive Interest and Coverage in the Chicago Tribune 

~ Beacon News Publication (Sunday, November 24, 2021)! 



 

(A Video of that Event Celebration is also on Our YouTube Page) 

 

 



 

 



(2020) “Mom” Erma Cole passed away on February 9, 2020 

(only 15 Days before her “90th” Birthday). The rest of that Year 

the “YES” Club did “LEGACY Tribute” Projects in her Honor! 

 

 

(2021) SOGN/YES Club presented a Special Virtual “PEACE 

Party” Birthday Tribute to “Mom” Cole during Our February 

“National Black History Month” Celebration (on her actual 

Birthday ~ February 24th). Accordingly, We received a Video 

Greetings from IL State Senator Steve Stadelman (Video 

available), as well as an Official Letter of Congratulations from 

US Congressman Adam Kinzinger (PDF available)! 

 

  



(2021) SOGN/YES Club presented Our “POWER UP” Youth 

Explosion Music Video Release on Saturday, JULY 3rd, as Part of 

Our “Healing America Today” Vision! Our Ultimate Goal is to 

gain Awareness of Our Program to be considered as a Juvenile 

Initiative of the National Departments of Justice and Education! 

 

 

 

For that Event, We were very Blessed to Receive City, State, and 

National Greetings (Rockford Mayor Thomas McNamara, IL 

State Senator Steve Stadelman, IL State Representative 

Maurice West, US Senator Tammy Duckworth, US 

Congressman Adam Kinzinger, and US Senator Dick Durbin; 

Videos are also on Our YouTube Page). 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Most recently, on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, Our Founder/CEO 

was Surprised to receive the “Highest Level of Recognition” from 

the Rockford Park District (RPD): The “Distinguished Service” 

Award (presented by RPD Executive Director, Mr. Jay Sandine)! 

The timing of this Award is particularly significant in that it was 

just before our “YES” Club Youth Core Group’s 13th Annual 

Performances at the IL State Fair in Springfield (Saturday, 

August 21st; A Video Celebration Montage is on our Facebook 

and YouTube Pages)! 

 



 



Now We are Thrilled to prepare for Our September Celebrations 

(inc. Our 1st Annual FALL “Web-a-thon” Fundraiser, as well as 

Our “40/50/60” Celebration of Our SOGN YES Club 

Founder/CEO; Details on Our Web Site)! 

 

 


