
 

 

Title World Tuberculosis (TB) Day 2023 “Yes! We Can End TB in PNG”  

Subject Raising awareness of the Tuberculosis (TB) crisis in PNG in 2023 

Author Businesses for Health PNG 

participants Primary school up 

Time 45 minutes – up to an hour 

Overview World TB Day and awareness about PNG’s TB crisis 

Objective 1. Understand basics of TB – airborne not droplet 

2. Appreciate the size & complexity of the TB crisis in PNG  - DR, DS, 

EPTB, PTB 

3. Promote conversation about support, care and respect for TB 

patients 

4. Sing the B4H World TB Song https://businesses4health.com/world-

tb-day 
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Materials 1. TB Fact Sheet- Page 3 Tuberculosis Profile: Papua New Guinea 

2. Key words – for board/flash cards:  

• WHO High burden 2016-2020 - triple layer epidemic 
• Active Disease 
• Infected 
• Uninfected 
• TB/HIV Co-infection 
• Exposure 
• Mycobacterium Tuberculosis 
• Airborne transmission 
• Droplet spread transmission 

2. Ventilation -TB is spread when ventilation is poor.  Windmill 

exercise 

3. World TB Song Sheet- Page 4. Song words & tunes to download 

and share here: https://businesses4health.com/world-tb-day-22  

4. Data to post and share TB KEY WORDS –Video/Phone/data/post 

pics of group using hashtags #coveryourcough #endTB #March4TB 

#InvestToEndTB 

5. promote World TB Day walk & #March4TBwith NCD Governor 

Sunday March 26th gather 5am Sir Hubert Murray 

 

 World Tuberculosis (TB) Day 2023 “Yes! We can End TB” 

Activities 1. TB flash cards/words on board – distribute key words and explain 

each term 

2. Make windmills, explain TB is airborne, COVID is more infectious 

because it is airborne AND spread by droplets. Viruses and 

Bacteria infect those closest to the person breathing, coughing or 

sneezing – use windmills to discuss range of airborne and droplet 

spread germs and effect of ventilation. 

2. Discuss words to song – Niupela pasin, Coveryourcough, testing, 

treatment, and support 

3. Allocate chorus, lines, or wholes verses to small groups learn 

words and rehearse 

4. Learn, practice, record, and post to @B4HTB 

Conclusions TB is preventable and treatable. Sharing accurate information with 

family starts HERE 
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More info www.businesses4health.com 7676 2482 

 

NOTES: 

World TB Day 2023 “Yes! We can End TB” 
 
March 24: Recognises the date in 1882 when Dr. Robert Koch announced his discovery of 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the bacillus that causes tuberculosis (TB). 
 
Last year, more than 5000 people died of TB in PNG. TB day is an opportunity raise awareness of 
the burden of TB in PNG. Today we share successes in workplaces in PNG. Improvements in 
testing and treatment, identify and plan to overcome barriers that prevent the elimination of TB 
from PNG.   
 
TB and coughing ARE NOT NORMAL.  PNG has the worst rate of children with TB in the world 
PNG’s rates of TB place an enormous burden on families, workplaces, and hospitals. 
TB has been eliminated from most countries in the world. 
 
Facts:  LAST YEAR: 42,000 people sick, 5200 died, a quarter are children, most are of working 
age. 
Tuberculosis remains a major public health problem in PNG, one of the 30 high TB and MDR-TB 
burden countries in the world.  
 
The estimated incidence of TB was 441 per 100,000 population in 2020, which is one of the 
highest globally. TB treatment success rate stands is improving,  and can be 100% when 
workplaces and families lean in to support TB patients, TB is a leading cause of death in PNG 
and PNG’s deadliest infectious disease. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic significantly reduced the delivery of TB services in Papua New Guinea. 
TB case notifications were reduced by 8% in 2020 and 21% in 2021 as compared to 2019. 
 
TB & COVID 
The National Capital District is the province with highest burden of TB in the country. The NCD 
registered a 14% (972 case) decrease in TB case notifications in 2020, from 6,819 in 2019 to 5,849 
cases in 2020 and the reduction is even more in 2021. This is attributed to COVID-19 lockdowns 
and interruptions in service availability. 
 
 
 

Prepared 
by 

www.businesses4health.com 

Conclusions Lessons learned from this session 

Follow up Contact Businesses for Health and develop an annual program of TB 

prevention care and support for your workplace. 
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Learn to interpret this facts and figures at B4H workplace TB 
training. 

7676 2482 
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Hello	everyone,	choose	a	friend,	take	a	left,	take	a	right	
B4H	will	talk	about	TB,	are	you	ready	for	the	ride?	 
Verse1	

Ooh	TB	no	stap	lo	haus	tasol		

Now	em	stap	lo	wokples	too		
COVID	tu	em	niupla	sik		

Tingm	tu	ol	narapla	sik	 
wokples	nau	mas	bung	wantaim		

na	lukautim	ol	employees		
karamapim	kus	na	werim	mask		

wasim	han	em	namba	wan	tu		
taim	yu	sik	please	stap	lo	haus		

Niupela	pasin,	niupela	way		
TB	Day,	yumi	bung	wantaim	lo	savim	lives. 
TB	Day,	yumi	bung	wantaim	lo	savim	lives. 
Verse	2	 

Ooh	nambawan	killer	em	TB	cough		

mipla	laikm	yu	long	sekim	kus		
nambawan	wok	em	long	pinisim	sik		

kism	support	long	ol	poro	
TB	sik	igat	marasin	
yu	inap	kism	na	stap	long	wok		
kaikai	gut	na	eksesais	
yumi	laikm	helti	PNG
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