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Owensboro’s River City Kennel Club
Official Rules
July 1, 2016

I. Rules for Membership
1. Anyone who works at or owns a pet store which sells dogs or cats is ineligible for membership.

2. No ORCKC member may sell a dog or dogs to a pet shop or sell litter lots.

3. There is one type of membership:  Active membership for individuals who are 18 years of age or older, are in good standing with the American Kennel Club and have at least three Club points. This includes life members, those individuals who have been with the club for 20 years or longer. 

· Junior membership for anyone between the ages of nine and eighteen years old.  Junior members are ineligible to vote or hold office.

4. Three monthly readings must be conducted before voting takes place on a membership application.  The applicant must be present for the first and second reading but will be absent for the third reading, which will take place at the monthly meeting following the second reading.  Voting by secret ballot will take place immediately after the third reading. The secretary will inform the applicant of the club vote as soon as possible.
5. Each applicant must obtain two sponsors to sign their application for membership.  The signatures must be from eligible, active members who have obtained six points or from lifetime club members.  Each eligible member is allowed to sponsor up to two applicants during the club’s fiscal year (January 1 – December 31). An application will not be read unless it is complete with sponsor signatures and fees equivalent to the first year’s dues.  
6. Upon application, it is the duty of the Vice-president to provide all new members with an information packet that will include the following:

· Copy of club By-laws and Rules

· List of current club officers and their contact information.

· Written instructions on accessing the Yahoo Group page for ORCKC files. These instructions should include contact information for the current Yahoo Group administrator so the new member can set up an account online.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Owensboro River City Kennel Club, INC.

815 E, 4th Street

Owensboro, KY

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________ Email: _______________________________________
Breed(s): ________________ Post personal info online?  YES/NO
Type of Membership:  Single ($35.00) ____      Household ($50.00) ____
What is your reason for applying for Owensboro River City Kennel Club membership? What areas of purebred dog ownership are you interested in pursuing? What type of programs would you like to see us have?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read the club rules and agree to abide by them.
Applicant Signature:  ________________________________________ Date:________

The signatures of two members in good standing and a check for the first year’s dues must accompany this application.

Sponsor Signature:_______________________________________________________
Sponsor Signature: ______________________________________________________
Date Submitted:_________ 1st Reading___________2nd Reading_________

Voting Date_________ Accepted_______________ Declined___________
II. Active Membership: Point System
1. An active member must have a total of 3 points to vote. Board members and club officers must maintain 6 points. Members will require 6 points to access the training building and to receive an access code to the training building lock. These points may be earned by attending regular club meetings or by volunteering at another approved club activity within a rotating year. These activities shall include:

· Cleaning days for at least 1 hour.

· Working any day, including setup day, at the annual cluster dog show. A point will be earned for each day the member volunteers at least 1 hour of their time.

· Other Approved club activities, for at least 1 hour. (i.e. holiday photo shoot). These activities will be voted on in regular meetings prior to the event, recorded in the meeting minutes, and a reminder sent out to all members of the club.

2. Points from approved club activities or meetings must be verified by the member’s signing an attendance sheet. This sheet will be given to the secretary so member points may be accurately recorded.

3. Points are accumulated and retired on a twelve-month rotating basis. Example: January 2015 points will drop off in January 2016. In the case of a cancelled club meeting, the points from the prior year will drop off.
4. Only members who are active and eligible prior to the date of a meeting may vote on any matter brought before the club.

a. Board members who fall below 6 points will have a 2-month grace period to regain 6 points. They may vote during this time.

4. Request to Freeze Points-Emergency Situations
· A member may file a Request to Freeze Points for up to 2 months with the Board of Directors. This action could be taken for unforeseen, upcoming absences, such as surgery or family illnesses, and will only be allowed once a year. If granted, the Board may also grant additional time of two to four weeks if there are mitigating circumstances that prevent the member from attending meetings
REQUEST TO FREEZE POINTS

Owensboro River City Kennel Club

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  ______________________________ ___ Email:________________________________________
Dates of Freeze Requested:    _________________________ until __________________________________

Description of Events Requiring a Point Freeze:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Board Decision:
____________  Agree

_____________Disagree

____________ Require more Information

Signature of Board Member:  _____________________________________________________________________

5. Active members must have 6 points to accept a position as a club officer or member of the Board of Directors. Lifetime members may serve as club officers or Board members if they have accumulated 6 points.
6. Access Codes to the Training Building lock will be issued to those active members who have the required 6 points. Whenever a member falls below 6 points, and their 2-month grace period is over, their code will be removed from the training building lock system. A club officer will maintain a list of all codes and names.

7.  Annual Awards:  each eligible member may apply for an ORCKC annual award provided they are the owner or co-owner of record and the dog has been in their possession for the duration of the year. Member dogs that are shown by another person would still qualify for an award. The member should have at least 1 point by the November meeting as well. Lifetime members may apply for annual awards without accrual of any points.
III. Membership Dues
1. Annual membership dues will be $50.00 for a family membership and $35.00 for an individual membership. Junior membership dues shall be $5.00 per year.
2. Changes in membership composition from family to single or from single to family may only be submitted at the time dues are paid.

3. Dues must be paid on or before January 1st with a grace period until March 31st of that year.

4. Members who join the club in October through December will have their dues applied to the following upcoming year.  

5. No member may vote whose dues have not been paid prior to the meeting.
6. The Treasure will be kept informed of those members who have not paid.
IV. Executive Duties:
1. The Board will form a nominating committee at the April Board meeting to find candidates willing to serve as officers for the next year.  This committee will consist of three members and two alternates with only one member from the Board.  The Board will appoint the committee chair.  At the May meeting the committee will present a list of candidates for each of the four offices, four Board members and one Show Chairman.  At the June meeting the slate of officers and positions will be presented.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted.  Voting for officers, board members and Show Chairman will take place at the annual July meeting by secret ballot. 

2. The position of Show Chairman shall be an elected office of the club and the Show Chairman shall be a member of the Board of Directors.

3. Three officers, President, Treasurer and Show Chairman, shall be approved on the bank signature card for check writing.                                        

V. Training Classes:

1. The Board of Directors will approve all classes.

2.  Class size may be limited per instructor’s discretion. 

3. All adult dogs over the age of 4 months attending classes must have proof of rabies vaccinations. 
4. Puppies under three months will not be allowed to participate due to lack of vaccinations to protect them.  

5. Each class participant will sign a Waiver of Liability.

6.  Dangerous Dog Policy:

· A dog can be disqualified from practice by attacking and or injuring an instructor, member or another dog. The instructor or member in charge may dismiss a dog deemed dangerous from practice.  

· Dog owners are financially and ethically responsible for any injury caused by their dog.  This may include veterinarian costs, medical costs or reimbursement for a dog.

· When a dog is deemed disqualified a Disqualification Form must be completed by the Instructor or Member in Charge, stating clearly the reason for disqualification.  Only members who witnessed the incident will sign this form.  ORCKC Board Members will later question the instructor on the circumstances.  The Secretary will send a letter to the owner clearly stating the incident.  The dog owner should be encouraged to take a form that day and record his recollection of the incident.

· After careful review, the Board may recommend stability training such as obedience and/or Canine Good Citizen classes. Cost of these courses shall be at the dog owner’s expense.
· After stability class work is completed the dog may undergo a hands-on exam for final determination.  After the exam, the Board shall notify the owner in writing about the final determination of eligibility to return to classes. 

Disqualification Event Form

The following event took place at the ORCKC building:

Date _________________________________________________

Instructor _____________________________________________

Name of Owner ________________________________________

Name of Dog ___________________________________________

___ Attack Provoked



____ Growls

___ Unprovoked Attack


____ Bites

___ Vicious




____ Fearful 

___ Showed teeth



____ Other
Detail of event _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To be completed by witnesses:

I verify that I was present when the above incident occurred.  

___ I agree with the above description of the event

___ I do not agree with the above description (please use the back of this form to explain what you witnessed.)
Signature _____________________________  Date ___________

___ I agree with the above description of the event

___ I do not agree with the above description (please use the back of this form to explain what you witnessed.)
Signature _____________________________  date ___________
VI. Cancelling Club Meetings or Events:
1.  In the event of inclement weather, the president will make the final decision to cancel a club meeting or event based on current weather conditions and/or severe weather warnings. These include:

· When the Daviess County School System is not in session due to the weather.

· Tornado warnings are issued for Daviess Co. or surrounding counties where club members live.

· Severe thunderstorm warnings/flood warnings are issued for Daviess Co. or surrounding counties where club members live.

4. All members will be notified by email or phone if a meeting or event is cancelled.

VII. Use of the Training Building and Grounds:  

The building may only be opened by an Active member with 6 points.

1. Please date and sign in the names of all parties using the building, both club members and guests.
2. A $5.00 mat fee should be collected by the member bringing in a guest, and the funds given to the club treasurer.
3. Members are responsible for the activities of their guests while on club property.

4. When leaving the building make sure all interior lights are off and all doors are locked. 

5. The thermostat in the building is preset to 50 degrees in winter and 80 degrees in summer. Reset the thermostat if it was manually adjusted upon entering the building.
6. Please throw away trash. Leave the building clean.

7. If your dog pees or poops, clean it up thoroughly and dispose of the materials in an appropriate container.  If you use the last of the cleaner, please let the President or Building Manager know.
8. If equipment breaks or is in poor condition, please report it to the Building Manager or President.

9. DO NOT OPEN THE LARGE GARAGE DOOR IN THE TRAINING BUILDING.

10. Do not use crates that do not belong to you without permission. Personal crates will be labeled with the owner’s name.
11. No Smoking is allowed in the buildings.  If you smoke outside, dispose of the cigarette butts in the trash.
12. Clean up after your pet outside.  Place feces in a plastic bag before placing in the outside trash container.

13. All adult dogs entering an ORCKC building or on the grounds must have a rabies vaccination according to Kentucky law.  Kentucky law states a rabies vaccination is to be given at 4 months of age, one year old and every 3 years (if using a 3 year vaccine) after that.  Acceptable documentation shall be a veterinarian vaccination record.

14. When opening for classes, instructors are responsible for security and supervision.  Please keep in mind our liability and the responsibility that ensues with the use of the practice building and office.  
VIII. Guidelines for Club Email Usage:

1. Group emails should be used for club business only and have a clearly defined Subject Line.
2. If the subject of a continuing email changes substantially from the original message, the Subject Line should be changed.

3. Do not use “Reply All” when your message only applies to specific individuals.

4. Do not use email to discuss confidential or personal information.

5. Disputes over club rules and practices should not be addressed in emails, but submitted to the Secretary to be included in the agenda of the next club meeting for group discussion.

First Draft: Presented to the Board of Directors, April 5, 2016.
Second Draft: Emailed to Membership April 15, 2016.

Third Draft: Emailed to Membership May 27, 2016.

Final: Approved at the regular meeting June 7, 2016.
These rules will go into effect 7-1-16.

