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Whether you’ll be on a small skiff or a luxury pleasure craft, if you plan to 
take your dog aboard a boat, be sure to keep the following tips in mind.

•	 Introduce your dog to the boat well 
before it’s time to board. If possible, 
let your dog explore the boat and 
acclimate himself to it while it’s still 
docked or on a trailer a few days 
before your outing or trip.

•	 Get your dog a personal flotation 
device (PFD) or life jacket* especially 
for dogs, which he should wear 
while aboard, and let him get used to 
wearing it before boarding. 

•	 Once on board, be sure you know 
where your dog is and carefully 
supervise him. 

•	 Provide your dog with plenty of fresh water. 
Consider teaching your dog to drink from a 
water bottle, which could prove useful in addition 
to a splash-free water bowl*. 

•	 Decks can become slippery and hot. Lifelines or 
net webbing could help your dog be secure on 
board. 

•	 Have a plan in mind for how you would retrieve 
your dog from the water, especially a larger dog, 
should you need to get him out of the 
water and into your boat.

•	 Give your dog a shady, secure spot to 
rest. Small battery-operated fans* 
could help keep your dog cool. 

•	 Pack a dog first aid kit for 
everyday accidents and 
try to avoid hazards 
from fishing gear and 
walking around 
unfamiliar shores.

•	 Pick a spot for your dog to relieve himself aboard 
the boat (if you’re not docking often enough 
to allow him to go ashore), and train him to go 
there. You may also want to check into using 
absorbent “belly bands” (that work similarly in 
concept to a diaper) or housebreaking pads*. 

•	 If you do go ashore frequently enough for your 
dog to relieve himself and exercise, remember 
your manners. Pick up after your dog, and keep 
him on a leash.	

•	 Until you know whether your dog will be 
susceptible to motion sickness, watch the amount  
you feed it.	

*Available from the AKC online store.


