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Cyber Security Checklist for Every Business 

In today's digital age, cybersecurity is a critical concern for businesses of all sizes. Small to medium-
sized businesses (SMBs) are often targeted by cybercriminals due to perceived vulnerabilities and 
lack of robust security measures. This comprehensive Cyber Security Checklist is designed to help 
SMBs identify and address common security gaps within their organizations. 

By following this checklist, you will be able to: 

 Assess your current security posture 

 Identify areas that require improvement 

 Implement best practices to enhance your cybersecurity defenses 

 Ensure compliance with relevant regulations 

Midpoint Cyber Solutions is dedicated to helping businesses like yours protect against cyber 
threats. Our expertise in cybersecurity and managed systems allows us to offer tailored solutions 
that fit your specific needs. If you discover any gaps or vulnerabilities using this checklist, Midpoint 
Cyber Solutions can provide the support and guidance needed to strengthen your security measures 
and safeguard your business. 

Contact us today to learn more about our services and how we can help you achieve a secure and 
resilient cyber environment 

 
 



1. Network Security 
 
Firewall Configuration 
  - Check if the firewall is properly configured and updated. 
  - Ensure there are rules to restrict unauthorized access. 
  - Log and monitor firewall activity regularly. 
 
Secure Wi-Fi 
  - Use WPA3 encryption for all wireless networks. 
  - Change default SSIDs and passwords. 
  - Segment guest Wi-Fi from the main network. 
 

2. Endpoint Security 
 
Antivirus/Anti-malware Software 
  - Install reputable antivirus and anti-malware software on all devices. 
  - Ensure software is set to update automatically. 
 
Patching and Updates 
  - Regularly update operating systems and all software applications. 
  - Implement a patch management system. 
 

3. Access Control 
 
User Accounts and Passwords 
  - Enforce strong password policies (e.g., minimum length, complexity). 
  - Implement multi-factor authentication (MFA) wherever possible. 
  - Regularly review and disable inactive user accounts. 
 
Least Privilege Principle 
  - Limit user access to only what is necessary for their role. 
  - Review and adjust permissions regularly. 
 

4. Data Protection 
 
Data Encryption 
  - Encrypt sensitive data at rest and in transit. 
  - Use SSL/TLS for website security. 
 
Backup Solutions 
  - Implement regular data backups. 
  - Store backups off-site and test recovery procedures periodically. 
 



5. Physical Security 
 
Secure Workstations and Servers 
  - Ensure all devices are physically secured (e.g., locked rooms, cable locks). 
  - Use screen privacy filters and automatic screen lock features. 
 
Access to Facilities 
  - Control physical access to offices and server rooms. 
  - Use keycard systems or biometric controls. 
 

6. Employee Training and Awareness 
 
Regular Training Programs 
  - Conduct regular cybersecurity training sessions for all employees. 
  - Cover topics like phishing, social engineering, and safe internet practices. 
 
Security Policies and Procedures 
  - Develop and distribute clear security policies. 
  - Ensure employees understand and follow these policies. 
 

7. Incident Response Plan 
 
Develop an Incident Response Plan 
  - Create a plan detailing steps to take during a security incident. 
  - Assign roles and responsibilities for incident response. 
 
Regular Drills and Updates 
  - Conduct regular incident response drills. 
  - Update the plan based on lessons learned and evolving threats. 
 

8. Monitoring and Logging 
 
Continuous Monitoring 
  - Implement monitoring tools to detect unusual activity. 
  - Regularly review logs from network devices, endpoints, and applications. 
 
Log Management 
  - Ensure logs are collected and stored securely. 
  - Use log analysis tools to identify potential threats. 
 

 

 



9. Vendor Management 
 
Assess Vendor Security 
  - Evaluate the security practices of third-party vendors. 
  - Ensure vendors comply with your security standards. 
 
- Third-Party Access Control 
  - Limit vendor access to only necessary systems and data. 
  - Monitor and log third-party access. 
 

10. Compliance and Legal Requirements 
 
Understand Regulations 
  - Stay informed about relevant cybersecurity regulations (e.g., GDPR, HIPAA). 
  - Ensure your business complies with applicable laws and standards. 
 
Regular Audits 
  - Conduct regular security audits to identify and address gaps. 
  - Document audit findings and remediation efforts. 
 

 

 

How to Check for Common Security Gaps 
 
1. Conduct a Risk Assessment 
   - Identify critical assets, threats, vulnerabilities, and potential impacts. 
   - Prioritize risks and develop mitigation strategies. 
 
2. Perform Regular Vulnerability Scans 
   - Use automated tools to scan for vulnerabilities in your network and systems. 
   - Review scan reports and address identified issues promptly. 
 
3. Penetration Testing 
   - Hire a professional to simulate attacks and identify weaknesses. 
   - Use findings to strengthen your security posture. 
 
4. Review and Update Security Policies 
   - Regularly review and update your security policies and procedures. 
   - Ensure they reflect current best practices and threat landscapes. 
 
5. Engage with Security Experts 
   - Consider partnering with cybersecurity experts for ongoing support. 
   - Stay informed about new threats and solutions through industry resources. 
 


