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A Detailed Guide to 12 Australian Pine 
Trees 
Including Aleppo Pine, Pests, Diseases, and Treatments  

Australia is home to a diverse range of pine trees, each with unique characteristics, ecological 

benefits, and challenges. This guide provides detailed information on twelve prominent Australian 

pine species, including the Aleppo pine, along with common pests, diseases, and treatments. 

Aleppo Pine 

Description 

Aleppo pine is a hardy, drought-tolerant species native to the Mediterranean region. It has a conical 

shape in its youth that develops into a rounded canopy as it matures. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Pine Processionary Moth: This moth's larvae can defoliate trees, causing significant stress. 

• Pine Wilt Disease: Caused by the pinewood nematode, leading to rapid wilting and death. 

• Fungal Infections: Such as Diplodia tip blight and Armillaria root rot. 

Treatments 

• Biological Control: Introduce natural predators like parasitoid wasps for moth larvae. 

• Chemical Treatments: Use nematicides and fungicides for nematode and fungal infections. 

• Cultural Practices: Regular pruning and removal of infected branches. 
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Radiata Pine 

Description 

Radiata pine is widely planted for timber and forestry operations. Known for its rapid growth and 

adaptability to various soil types. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Pine Shoot Beetle: Infests shoots and young stems, slowing growth. 

• Fusarium Circinatum: Causes pitch canker disease, leading to resin exudation and branch 

dieback. 

• Root Fungi: Including Phytophthora cinnamomi, which causes root rot. 

Treatments 

• Insecticides: Application of appropriate insecticides to control beetle populations. 

• Fungicides: Use of systemic fungicides for root and pitch canker diseases. 

• Soil Management: Improve drainage and avoid over-watering. 
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Maritime Pine 

Description 

Maritime pine thrives in coastal regions with sandy soils. It is known for its tall, straight trunk and 

resin production. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Pine Bark Beetles: Bore into the bark, disrupting nutrient flow. 

• Needle Blight: Caused by fungi, leading to premature needle drop. 

• Heart Rot: Fungal disease causing decay in the central wood. 



 We Do It and We Do Trees is based in Yorke Peninsula, SA, Australia, specializing in comprehensive tree and yard maintenance services. Our mission is to provide expert arborist 
solutions that prioritize tree health, safety, and environmental sustainability, serving both residential and commercial clients. We address the challenge of maintaining safe, healthy, 
and visually appealing yards while balancing ecological considerations and efficient waste management. Our solution combines professional arborist services with wildlife-friendly 
practices 

 

   Copyright © 2024 WE DO IT- WE DO TREES Some Rights Reserved by Jason Farnsworth 

   P a g e  4 | 12 

 

Treatments 

• Insecticides: Targeting bark beetles to prevent infestation. 

• Fungicides: Regular application to control needle blight and heart rot. 

• Preventive Measures: Ensuring tree health through proper fertilization and watering 

practices. 

Casuarina (She-Oak) 

Description 

Casuarina species, often referred to as she-oaks, are known for their fine, needle-like foliage and 

ability to thrive in poor soils. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Gall Wasp: Causes abnormal growths (galls) on stems and leaves. 

• Leaf Rust: Fungal infection leading to leaf discoloration and drop. 

• Root Knot Nematodes: Infest roots, causing swellings and poor growth. 

Treatments 

• Biological Control: Release of predatory insects to manage gall wasps. 

• Fungicides: Effective against leaf rust infections. 

• Soil Treatments: Use of nematicides to control root knot nematodes. 
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Norfolk Island Pine 

Description 

Norfolk Island pine is a popular ornamental tree with distinctive, symmetrical branches and soft, 

dark green needles. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Scale Insects: Suck sap from leaves and stems, weakening the tree. 

• Canker Diseases: Fungal infections causing lesions on branches and trunk. 

• Root Rot: Commonly caused by waterlogged conditions leading to fungal growth. 

Treatments 

• Horticultural Oils: Application to manage scale insects. 

• Fungicides: Use for canker and root rot prevention. 

• Plant Care: Ensuring good drainage and avoiding over-watering. 

Slash Pine 

Description 

Slash pine is native to the southeastern United States but is also found in Australia. It is valued for its 

timber and pulpwood. 
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Pests and Diseases 

• Southern Pine Beetle: A major pest causing tree decline and death. 

• Brown Spot Needle Blight: Fungal disease affecting needles. 

• Fusiform Rust: Causes galls on stems and branches. 

Treatments 

• Insecticides: For controlling southern pine beetle populations. 

• Fungicides: Effective against needle blight and fusiform rust. 

• Preventive Care: Regular monitoring and proper tree maintenance. 

Black Pine 

Description 

Black pine, known for its rugged appearance, thrives in harsh coastal environments. It is often used 

in bonsai cultivation. 
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Pests and Diseases 

• Adelgids: Small insects causing needle discoloration and drop. 

• Pitch Canker: Fungal disease causing resin exudation and branch dieback. 

• Root Rot: Fungal infection due to poor drainage. 

Treatments 

• Horticultural Oils: Manage adelgid infestations. 

• Fungicides: Use to control pitch canker and root rot. 

• Drainage Improvement: Ensuring soil drainage to prevent root rot. 

Monterey Pine 

Description 

Monterey pine is one of the most widely planted timber species globally, valued for its rapid growth 

and versatile wood. 
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Pests and Diseases 

• Pine Shoot Beetles: Infest and damage shoots. 

• Pine Pitch Canker: Fungal disease causing extensive damage to branches. 

• Root Rot: Caused by waterlogged conditions. 

Treatments 

• Insecticides: Control shoot beetle populations. 

• Fungicides: Use to prevent pine pitch canker. 

• Soil Management: Ensure proper drainage to prevent root rot. 
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Mountain Pine 

Description 

Mountain pine thrives in rocky, mountainous regions and is characterized by its dense clusters of 

needles and sturdy branches. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Pine Bark Beetles: Infest and disrupt nutrient flow. 

• Needle Cast Disease: Fungal infection causing needle drop. 

• Heart Rot: Causes decay in the central wood. 

Treatments 

• Insecticides: Manage bark beetle infestations. 

• Fungicides: Control needle cast disease. 

• Preventive Measures: Regular monitoring and maintenance. 
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Blue Pine 

Description 

Blue pine is noted for its bluish-green needles and ornamental value. It is often grown for decorative 

purposes in gardens and parks. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Aphids: Sap-sucking insects that weaken the tree. 

• Rust Diseases: Fungal infections causing leaf discoloration. 

• Root Rot: Due to poor drainage conditions. 

Treatments 

• Insecticidal Soap: Effective against aphid infestations. 

• Fungicides: Use to control rust diseases. 

• Drainage Improvement: Prevent root rot by ensuring good soil drainage. 
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Lodgepole Pine 

Description 

Lodgepole pine is a versatile species, adapted to a range of environments from coastal areas to high 

altitudes. It is known for its straight trunk and dense wood. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

• Mountain Pine Beetle: A significant pest causing tree mortality. 

• Blister Rust: Fungal disease leading to branch and trunk cankers. 

• Root Rot: Fungal infection affecting roots. 
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Treatments 

• Insecticides: Control mountain pine beetle infestations. 

• Fungicides: Effective against blister rust and root rot. 

• Preventive Care: Regular monitoring and proper tree maintenance. 

 

 


