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• COVID policies
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• Medicaid work requirements

• Immigration crisis

• Vaccine mandates

• Masking policies

• Hospital price transparency

• Projected physician shortage
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How do you Analyze a Health Policy Issue?

• Understand the framed issue – history and background
• Quadruple Aim – Cost, Access, Quality, Wellness

• Identify the decision makers involved – who creates policy?

• Understand the challenge/controversy surrounding the issue

• Identify the intended consequences

• Consider the unintended consequences

• Identify the stakeholders for and against an issue

• Consider the subsequent issues that may arise

• What is the “high ground”?





Vaccine Mandates



Vaccine Mandates – Who Issues?

• Federal government

• State government

• Employer/other



Vaccine Mandates – Federal Government

• Unclear if the federal government has authority to issue a vaccine 
mandate
• Never tested in courts until now

• Congressional authority to mandate a vaccine relates to Spending 
Clause and Commerce Clause

• Public health has historically been responsibility of state and local 
government



Vaccine Mandates – Federal Government

• Vaccines can be mandated for the military
• Revolutionary War and smallpox

• Upheld in court that personal religious convictions are not above military 
orders

• Vaccines can be mandated for immigrants seeking to enter the United 
States

• Vaccines can be mandated for employees of the federal government



Vaccine Mandates – Federal Government

• Biden administration issued sweeping vaccine requirements in 
September
• OSHA developing a rule that all employers with 100 or more employees must 

ensure their workforce is fully vaccinated or require any workers who remain 
unvaccinated to produce a negative test result on at least a weekly basis

• All federal executive branch workers must be vaccinated, and also employees 
of contractors that do business with the federal government

• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is taking action to 
require COVID-19 vaccinations for workers in most health care settings that 
receive Medicare or Medicaid reimbursement

• Numerous legal challenges are being filed 



Vaccine Mandates – State Government

• States can mandate vaccinations

• Jacobson vs. Massachusetts, 1905  
• Smallpox outbreak

• Individual rights vs. general health

• “Police power” of the state

• Imposed a fine for refusal



Vaccine Mandates – State Government

• All states have vaccine requirements for school attendance
• Zucht vs.King, 1922

• Unvaccinated child was denied entry to attend school

• Requirements for health care workers varies by state
• Influenza, measles, mumps, rubella

• Many school vaccine laws originated in the measles outbreaks in the 
1960s-1970s

• CDC vaccination schedule has been the guide

• Generally state vaccine mandates are for children, not adults



Vaccine Mandates - Employers

• Universities

• Health care workers – influenza

• May be subject to collective bargaining agreements

• Impact on work force staffing, public safety



Vaccine Mandates - Employers

• Amtrak

• Citigroup

• CVS Health

• Delta Airlines

• United Airlines

• Goldman Sachs

• Walmart

• Disney

• Google

• Microsoft



Vaccine Mandates

• Impact related to Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)
• Current mandates apply only to vaccines with full FDA approval
• EUA was added to FDA in 2004 in response to 9/11
• Increased government flexibility to respond to chemical, nuclear, biologic or 

radiation threat
• Permitted during a public health emergency
• Ethical considerations

• Exemptions
• Subject to Americans with Disabilities Act exemptions
• Religious exemptions
• Supreme Court decision re Maine





Vaccine Hesitancy

• Has been around as long as there have been vaccines

• 1790’s – smallpox and cowpox vaccine
• “Not God’s will”; people morphing into cows

• 1980’s – DPT 
• News reports of seizures and brain damage

• 1980’s – MMR
• Lancet published, then retracted article linking vaccine to autism and 

inflammatory bowel disease



Vaccine Hesitancy

• Misinformation is pervasive and persistent

• General issues:
• Perceived short and long term consequences of vaccine

• Governmental intrusion on personal liberties

• Ignorance of the devastating effects of these illnesses

• Mistrust of evidence and science and favoring non-scientists and media

• CDC campaign against misinformation

• Disinformation Dozen



Vaccine Hesitancy





US & Ohio Health 
Performance





US Health Performance

• Commonwealth Fund study comparing  the performance of health 
care systems of 11 high-income countries across 5 domains
• Access to care

• Care process

• Administrative efficiency

• Equity

• Health care outcomes

• Top performers – Norway, the Netherlands, Australia

• US performed last overall, although second on care process











US Health Performance

• Features distinguishing top performing countries from US:
• They provide for universal coverage and remove cost barriers

• They invest in primary care systems to ensure that high-value services are 
equitably available in all communities to all people

• They reduce administrative burdens that divert time, efforts, and spending 
from health improvement efforts

• They invest in social services, especially for children and working-age adults



Ohio Health Performance

• The Health Policy Institute of Ohio is a nonprofit organization from 
Columbus, OH founded in 2003

• HPIO Health Value Dashboard is a tool to track Ohio’s progress toward 
health value — a composite measure of Ohio’s performance on 
population health outcomes and healthcare spending. 





Why Does Ohio Rank Poorly?

• Children and Adverse Childhood Events (ACEs)
• Child abuse/neglect, growing up in poverty, witnessing domestic violence

• The impact of ACEs carries forward throughout adult life

• Ohio ranks in the bottom half of states on measures that put children 
at increased risk of exposure to adversity and trauma, including adult 
depression, drug overdose deaths, excessive drinking and 
incarceration.



Why Does Ohio Rank Poorly?

• Ohioans with the worst health outcomes face systemic disadvantages

• Inequitable distribution of infrastructure, power, resources and 
dollars result in obstacles to accessing education, food, 
transportation, housing, health care and other resources for Ohio’s 
most at-risk groups

• Ohioans experiencing the worst health outcomes are also more likely 
to be exposed to risk factors for poor health. These include trauma 
and adversity, toxic stress, violence and stigma, and inequitable 
access to resources.



Why Does Ohio Rank Poorly?

• Sparse public health workforce leads to missed opportunities for 
prevention

• Limited investment in public health. Only three other states spend 
less on public health than Ohio, limiting public health workforce and 
ability to proactively implement comprehensive approaches to our 
state’s greatest health challenges. 

• Patchwork approach to community-based prevention. Ohio struggles 
on several outcomes that could be prevented, such as addiction and 
chronic disease. Stretched thin by the many demands of the COVID-
19 pandemic, public health departments now have even fewer 
resources to devote to these issues.



Why Does Ohio Rank Poorly?



Proposed Actions

• Improve outcomes through state policies including:
• Close widening academic gaps

• Strengthen K-12 student wellness

• Expand access to quality early childhood care and education

• Advance anti-racist and anti-discriminatory policies

• Identify gaps in outcomes and evaluate policy impacts

• Strengthen the public health workforce and data systems 

• Prevention of addiction and overdose deaths

• Prevent chronic disease through improved access to healthy food





Medical Marijuana



Medical Marijuana

• OH legislation passed in 2016 legalizing medical marijuana

• Implementation of the new laws has proceeded slowly

• First licensed sale of medial marijuana in OH occurred in January 2019

• Medial marijuana can only be recommended by physicians

• Patient registration required

• Limits on quantity, legal amounts, possession

• Marijuana remains illegal under federal law – DEA Schedule 1







Medical Marijuana OH Statistics

• Created 1759 jobs in first year of operation
• Cultivation, processing, testing, dispensaries

• 69 dispensaries

• Over 109,000 Ohioans registered in 2020

• Over 600 physicians have certificates to recommend

• On pace for $400 million in sales for 2021



Physicians with Active Certificate to 
Recommend Medical Marijuana





Qualifying Conditions

• AIDS

• Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis

• Alzheimer’s disease

• Arthritis

• Cancer

• Chronic migraines

• Chronic traumatic encephalopathy 

• Complex regional pain syndrome

• Crohn’s disease

• Epilepsy or another seizure disorder 

• Fibromyalgia

• Glaucoma

• Hepatitis C

• Huntington’s Disease

• Inflammatory bowel disease 

• Multiple sclerosis

• Pain that is either chronic and severe or intractable

• Parkinson’s disease 

• Positive status for HIV

• Post-traumatic stress disorder

• Sickle cell anemia

• Spasticity

• Spinal cord disease or injury

• Terminal Illness

• Tourette’s syndrome

• Traumatic brain injury

• Ulcerative colitis
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Qualifying Conditions

• The board has voted down the following conditions:
• Opioid use disorder

• Insomnia

• Depression

• Anxiety (both acute and chronic)

• Autism spectrum disorder

• Restless leg syndrome

• Panic disorder with agoraphobia

• Spasms

• Browns/Bengals fan (seriously!)



Marijuana legalization in OH?

• OH Senate bill 57 decriminalized hemp in 2019

• A number of OH cities have decriminalized marijuana



Marijuana legalization in OH?

• Approximately 1/3 of states have legalized recreational marijuana

• Ohio Adult-Use Act introduced by Reps Callender and Ferguson
• Extend current program to non-medical use

• Create framework for growth, processing, distribution and sale of marijuana 
to Ohioans 21 and over

• Impose a 10% sales tax

• Ballot initiative was cleared by Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost to be 
put to voters in November 2022

• If a bill does not get passed before then, voters could ultimately 
legalize recreational marijuana on their own



Medical Marijuana – Unintended 
Consequences?
• Recently there has been renewed interest in use of medical 

psychedelics to treat various conditions such as PTSD, depression, 
anxiety, addiction
• MDMA

• LSD

• Mescaline

• Kratom

• Psilocybin mushrooms

• Salvia
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