Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter

Trail Tales

The Yearly Newsletter of the
WYTC
2018 Year in Review
A Message from the President
2018 has been a year of heavy rainfall on the Westmoreland County Section
of the Great Allegheny Passage. Extraordinary volunteer efforts have kept
the trail open safely for visitors from around the country and around the
world.
At the heart of the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter are all the fine volunteers. They include officers, maintenance volunteers, event volunteers, volunteers with special talents and much more.
Examples of maintenance efforts include landslide removal, trail surface repairs, tree removal, gate installations, amenity maintenance and a new custom
built door for the railcar resource center. Our fundraising events for 2018
included the 5K, 10K Run/Fun Walk, Trail Appreciation Day, The Annual
Labor Day Poker Run, Fall Beer Fest and our Bike Raffle.
Please support our efforts by joining as a new member, renewing your current
membership, volunteering in our fundraising events, joining the maintenance
crew, serving as an officer or by making a donation. Be a trail ambassador
and promote this wonderful world class asset that we are so fortunate to have
in our locale. All monies raised with memberships, grants, events, donations
and corporate sponsorships are used to maintain and upgrade our trail section.
Please follow us on Facebook and/or our website. Attend our monthly meetings, participate in events, get involved. Meet our wonderful members and be
a part of something bigger.
Thanks to all of you for supporting the Westmoreland County Trail Chapter
of the Regional Trail Corporation.
This year I had to deal with some serious health issues so, in closing, I wish
to personally thank our officers, both past and present, for their support and
assistance during my absence. You are all a special group of dedicated and
caring people. You make it happen!

WYTC 2018
Board of Directors
Officers
President - Kar en Cr aig
Vice President - Mar ia Hixson
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At Large Directors
Robert Hand
John Hixson
Caz Liszewski
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Over the Hill Gang 2018 Maintenance Report
Submitted by Bob Hand
The 2018 maintenance season started with the reinstallation of the gates, posts, and safety bollards that were removed in
2017 to allow for the resurfacing of the WYTC section of the trail. New gates and new wooden posts were installed, and
new safety bollards installed where they had yet to be placed. That considerable chore was made easier by using an auger
attachment for our mini-excavator. All the gates, posts and bollards between Collinsburg and Whittsett were replaced.
No sooner was the gate project done and the rains started. The excessive rainfall caused many minor and two major landslides either onto the trail or into drainage ditches. One slide was on the riverbank near the Allegheny County line which
required a special PADEP permit and substantial funding to complete. Through a grant from the Katherine Mabis McKenna
Foundation approximately 2 miles of drainage ditch was cleaned. The river side landslide was completed with WYTC
funds. The WYTC mini-excavator was used extensively to clean drainage ditches making use of a new 36-inch ditching
bucket. The heavy rains caused erosion of the trail surface in several places, not once, but several times. Repair work to
eroded areas continued until late November and will continue in 2019.
In late October and into November we obtained used utility poles from the West Penn Power training facility near Jeannette,
PA where a WYTC member, Scott Shoff, is a lineman trainer. All the troublesome post and rail fencing at the Smithton
trailhead was replaced with the utility poles. They act as a barrier to access to the trail by motorized vehicles and will require little maintenance.
An Eagle Scout prospect, Ryan Patricio, started the renovation of a P&LE railroad signal light near Buddtown. He will
complete the project in the spring of 2019. One amenity added to the WYTC section in 2018 was a Fixit bike repair station
near the West Newton Station. Another was the installation of two measured mile markers between Buddtown and Collinsburg (near P&LE mileposts 32 and 34) which can be used for accurate calibration of bicycle odometers. Funding for the
Fixit Station was through the Allegheny Trail Alliance (ATA) in honor of ATA founder Linda Boxx. The measured miles
were precisely measured by Senate Engineering using sophisticated distance measurement equipment with funding through
the Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation.
Major new equipment purchases in 2018 were the auger, brush cutter and ditching bucket attachments for the excavator.
They add needed flexibility for the various work that must be done. Altogether, the cost of maintenance equipment, supplies, equipment repairs, maintenance building utilities, and excavating contractors was in excess of $50,000 for the year.
Thanks to all the grant organizations, the corporate sponsors, registrants at our fundraising events, members and other donors who helped to fund the WYTC maintenance efforts. Our goal is to have a well maintained trail that will be attractive to
users seeking a good recreational experience and will help the local economy through the dollars those users spend in local
businesses.

A big Thank You goes to every one of the Over the Hill Gang maintenance crew for their time, efforts and dedication to this
work. This section of the GAP is consistently recognized as the best maintained section of the trail.

HELP WANTED
New gates being
unloaded in 2017,
which were installed in 2018 to
prohibit motorized
vehicle access to
the trail.

The Over the Hill Gang can always use volunteers
to help with routine maintenance chores like grass
cutting and weed whacking. These are jobs that can
be done at any time you have available. If you can
find time one or two evenings a week or on weekends, or even just a couple hours a week to help out
with these maintenance jobs or any other WYTC
activity please contact our President, Karen Craig at
wytcnews@hotmail.com.

The Trail Tales would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following people for submitting articles, photos and information
for this edition: Bob Hand, Bill Hurrianko, Karen Craig, Diana Shoff , Victor Pilopovich and Donna Morrison.
Becky Nichols, Editor.
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Trail Maintenance in Pictures

Jim Logan clears a drain pipe at Buddtown.

The auger attachment about to
drill the first hole.

Tim Aaron clears a fallen tree near
Smithton.

Utility poles being loaded at West Penn
Power Training Facility.

First measured mile begins at the
P&LE milepost 34.

Jim Lockschmidt and Franklin
Reese resize a gate post.

Resurfacing underway in November 2017.

Repaired Riverside Landslide near
the Allegheny County Line.

Ralph Melocchi and Keith Frid
install the Fixit Station near West
Newton Station.

Charley Carey, Tim Aaron, Jim
Lockschmidt and Jack Zewan prep for the
Fixit Station.
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Over the Hill Gang members not caught on
camera were Kent Banas, Gerry Andre,
Bob Hand, John Warhold, Chris Denne,
Sam Cover, John Hixson, Rowan Reid,
Ozzie Osborne and Ralph Hoffman.

Yough River Trail Riders Visit Grand Canyon in PA
Article and Photos by Diana Shoff
The Pine Creek Rail Trail is referred to as " The Jewel of the Gorge " . USA Today voted this trail
as one of the "10 great places to take a bike tour." That being said, those riders among the Yough
River Trail Riders that are more adventurous and yearn to see something new and different had to
see if this was really true.
So early on May sixteen cyclists headed north to the Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania to explore the 62 mile trail. We were able to
complete the entirety of the trail over two days by devising our
own shuttle service. The first day we started at the trailhead near
Wellsboro and biked back to our hotel at Slate Run. Then the next
day we biked the remainder of the trail starting at Slate Run and biking to Jersey Shore .
This section proved to be a challenge as a tree and small landslide obstructed parts of
the trail. But these obstacles were no match for this group! We came prepared with
trusty saws and soon had the tree removed. As far as the landslide, we just went up and
over it. A little mud was not going to stop us.
Over all the trail was in excellent condition despite the spring thaw and rain. At only a 2
percent grade, it is perfect for every level of cyclist.

Pictured on the bridge are:
Cheryl Haberstock, Jeff
Kazastowski, Nancy Volk,
Karen Urso, Scott Shoff,
Don Lewis, Mary Macar,
Bill Miedel, Ernie Macar,
and Lorrie Hunker. Taking
the picture was Diana Shoff.

Pine Creek Gorge is home to a variety of wildlife including eagles, osprey, coyote, deer,
wild turkey, heron, river otter, and black bear. The group was lucky. We saw deer, eagles, great blue heron, and turkey. And at night we were entertained by a mother black
bear and her 3 cubs from the safety of our hotel deck. Not sure what
we would have done if we had come across them on the trail. I am
sure our average speed would have increased significantly.

At right is another picture of
the trail with unknown riders enjoying the day.

2019 WYTC
Calendar of Events
Mark your calendars for the
following events coming in
2019.
May 11 - 5K/10K Run/Walk
June 2 - Trail Appreciation Day
Sept 2 - 26th Annual Labor
Day Poker Run
Make sure to check the website, bikewytc.org for any
changes to these events.

At the end of our adventure we all decided that the Pine Creek Trail
was definitely a great place to come to ride a bike. This trail offers
cyclists a spectacular journey along the pristine Pine Creek. While
biking you pass dramatic rock outcrops, one beautiful waterfall after
another and quaint small towns to explore. So if you too have a sense
of adventure and want to explore another great trail in Pennsylvania,
this one should be on your bucket-list.

Yough River Trail Riders
Bill Hurrianko is WYTC's leader of organized rides which began in 2009. If you are
interested in having others to ride with this is the way to be active, feel safe along the
trail and make new friends. Rides are held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday with
anywhere from 6 - 25 riders. Monday and Tuesday are usually longer and can go for a
30 mile round trip at a pace of 10 to 12 miles per hour. The Thursday rides are for
those that want a shorter, slower ride. These rides have a pace of 8 to 10 miles per hour
and a distance of 15 to 20 miles. All rides begin at 9:00 and leave from the West Newton Station with the exception of Tuesday's ride which may begin at other pre-arranged
locations. Tuesday rides this past year included the Panhandle Trail, the Fall Foliage
Ride, the Franklin Bike Tour and Drake's Oil Museum, and the Pine Creek Trail.
The riders enjoy staying in touch during the off season by meeting for lunch on the
second Thursday of January, February and March. The riding season finished with a
Christmas Party at Caporella's Restaurant in Uniontown on December 9, 2018.
If interested, leave your name, phone number and email at the West Newton Station or
contact Bill at youghbikers@comcast.net. If you aren’t already a member, we ask that
you join the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter to be included in the email list..
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Trail Appreciation Day
It’s become a tradition on the first Sunday in June for
the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter to hold the annual Trail Appreciation Day. On June 3 this year, the
members gave away hot dogs, with or without sauerkraut, cookies and snacks as well as soft drinks and water to any one stopping by at the West Newton Visitor
Center. It was a beautiful day and everyone enjoyed the
comradery of thanking all the Great Allegheny Passage
trail users that stopped by that day.

2018 Fundraising Events
Each year the WYTC holds events as fund raisers to help support the task of supporting and maintaining the trail. In 2018
these events included the 5k/10K Run/Fun Walk in May, the annual Labor Day Poker Run in September and the Fall Beer
Fest in October. The weather this year was abnormally wet but each of these events enjoyed decent weather. A big thank
you goes out to all the participants of each one of these events.
The 5K/10K Run/Fun Walk enjoyed a good day for this event for
the participants with a good weather day. Everyone enjoyed their
activity and the pizza from Fox’s Pizza Den to celebrate the end of
the event. The WYTC website has posted the names of all the
winners and lots of pictures of the participants. You can also get a
complete list of the results at the website.www.runhigh.com.
September 6 was another beautiful day and lots of folks turned out for the 25th annual Labor Day
Poker Run. People could either participate in a 4 mile walk, a 12 mile bike ride or a more challenging 20 mile bike ride. At the end of the event the following folks had the best poker hand
and each won a $50 prize. The 4 Mile Walk winner was
Lynn Nallo of Belle Vernon; the 12 Mile Bike Ride winner
was Jen Vereb of McKeesport; and the 20 Mile Bike Ride
winner was Harvey Stickler of Pittsburgh. Each year the
West Newton Bicycle Shop donates a bike for the Poker Run
as the Grand Prize for this event. The bike shop selects three
bikes so the winner could pick the one they like the best. Pictured at left is this year’s winner, Abigail White, with the bike
that she selected.
Standing beside Abigail is Floyd
Macheska, owner of the West Newton Bicycle Shop.
With great hopes of another wonderful event, the WYTC
scheduled the second annual Fall Beer Fest on October 20.
However, for whatever reason, the attendance was much lower
than anticipated. Those attending enjoyed great weather and a
fun time as the WYTC partnered with Bloom Brew of West
Newton for this event. The Yard, a Mobile Eatery, was available for some great food to enjoy with the many tasty craft beers
on tap from Bloom Brew.

Check out the website at bikewytc.org for many more photos from these events.
Don’t miss our fund raising events in 2019!
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Yough River Trail Riders Check Out Trails Near Franklin PA
Article and Photos by Diana Shoff
September brought about another trip for 9 members of
the Yough River Trail Riders. This time we ventured
north to ride and explore the paved trails in and around
Franklin, Pa.
Our objective was to bike all the trails that make up the
Allegheny Trail Association. This trail system includes
the Allegheny River Trail, Samuel Justus Trail, Sandy
Creek Trail, Oil Creek Trail, and the Oil Creek State
Park Trail. They are in the heart of Pennsylvania's Oil
Region, which is so apparent as there are artifacts and
signage from the oil boom everywhere along the trails.
Some of the highlights are the stately River Ridge mansion and farm along the
Samuel Justus trail, the spectacular Belmar Bridge over the Allegheny River, the
Indian God Rock which has over 50 carvings dating back to between 1200 and
1750 A.D. There are two railroad tunnels on the Allegheny River trail. The Kennerdell Tunnel is 3,350 feet long and the Rockland Tunnel is 2,868 feet long.
Neither tunnel has lights, so if you go, make sure you bring yours. At the
northern end of the Oil Creek State Park Trail is the Drake Well Museum. The Sandy Creek Trail has 7 bridges and a small tunnel.
We were treated to gorgeous scenery, history, river views, waterfalls,
great food, and stately Victorian mansions. Everyone agreed that this
trip could become a yearly occurrence.

Any current member who is not receiving the
monthly meeting email reminders , please contact
wytcnews@hotmail.com.

Picture above standing are: Geri DeVito, Randy Rose, Mark Whyle and
Marty Palando.
Seated are Scott
Shoff, Diana Shoff, Karen Urso, Bill
Miedel. Not pictured is Karen Brown.

The four ladies at
left having some fun
and hamming it up
for the camera are:
Geri Devito, Diana
Shoff Karen Urso
and Karen Brown.

The Trail Tales is published by the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter. The opinions expressed in the newsletter are those
of the authors and may not represent the official positions of the WYTC. Reprint of all or any part of this publication is
prohibited without express consent of the originating author and/or the Trail Tales. Copyright 2018. All rights reserved.

The following businesses have generously supported the Westmoreland Yough Trail
Chapter. Please show your appreciation by patronizing them in return.
Belle Vernon Rotary
Bloom Brew
Borough of Smithton
Bright Morning Bed and Breakfast
C. Harper Auto Group
Commercial Bank & Trust of PA
Davidson Tucker Oral Surgery
Flower's Auto Wreckers, Inc.
Fox's Pizza Den, West Newton
Gary's Chuck Wagon
Giant Eagle, West Newton
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
Highway Appliance
JPK Construction

Kimberly Contracting Sevices
L.L. Barthels Funeral Home, Inc.
Letterio Distributing
Lisa Doria State Farm Insurance
PNC Bank
Riverside Storage PA
Sheetz, Inc.
Speers Street Grill
Ted Harhai, Retired State Representative
The Back Porch Restaurant
The Embroidery People
The Trailside
West Newton Animal Clinic
West Newton Bicycle Shop
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It’s time to renew your membership if you haven’t already done so for the upcoming year. Memberships will expire on April 30 of each year. The WYTC counts on membership dues to be able to continue supporting and maintaining the 10 miles of the GAP trail that runs through Westmoreland
County. You can also get a full page copy of the membership form off the webpage at bikewytc.org.

Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter
Membership Form
Your privacy is important to us. The WYTC does not share names, addresses, phone numbers, or email addresses
with other individuals, organizations or companies.
Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Note: Email addr esses ar e used to send out infor mation about events and other activities. Please include your email address if you have one.

Membership Type (circle):

New

Renewal

Membership Category (Put an “X” in the appropriate space.):
Individual

$20

$

Family

$30

$

Supporting

$50

$

Benefactor

$125

$

Voluntary Contribution

$

Total Enclosed

$

________

I’d like to receive a membership card. Cards will be mailed in May.

________

I’m interested in doing volunteer work. Please contact me.

Please make checks payable to “RTC-WYTC” and mail completed form with your check to:
RTC-WYTC
P. O. Box 95
West Newton, PA 15089

Thank you for your support.
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End of Year Fellowship Evening

2018 Bike Raffle

The annual end of year fellowship evening started
with the final WYTC Directors and Members meeting of 2018. Everyone present then enjoyed a potluck meal and a chance to visit with friends both
old and new. Great food and conversation were
enjoyed by all as the WYTC wrapped up the year’s
activities.

The WYTC raffled off
a 2018 Marin, San Rafael, DS2-Hybrid bike
to help raise funds for
trail maintenance efforts. The winner of
this year’s bike was
Randy Rose and Patty
Johnson of Connellsville who are members
of the Yough Trail
Riders.

Don’t forget to renew your membership. The mailing label below lists the date that your membership expires. You can renew using the form on the reverse side or online on the www.bikewtyc.org
website. Your membership dues help to fund the costs of the maintenance of the slightly more than
10 miles of the Great Allegheny Passage that runs through Westmoreland County.
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