Appendix A

Legal Consequences of signing a Guardianship Agreement

Legal consequences of Signing a Guardianship Agreement under the Child and Family services and Family Relations Act, S.N.B., 1980 c.C-2.1.

EXPLANATORY NOTES FOR PARENTS
1.   May I cancel the Agreement if I change my mind?

(A) If your child has not been placed for adoption, you may cancel the Guardianship Agreement on reasonable notice within thirty (30) days after you have signed it.

- or - 

(B) If your child has been placed for adoption, you only have up to seven (7) days from the date of the signing of the Guardianship Agreement to notify the Department in writing of your intention to cancel the Agreement.

(name, address, telephone number of social worker)

2. What if I change my mind after the seven (7) days cancellation period and my child has already been placed for adoption?   

After the seven (7) day period has expired your consent to this Agreement cannot be withdrawn under any circumstances if the child has been placed for adoption and he is residing with his prospective adopters.

3. What happens to my rights as a parent once I sign the Guardianship Agreement?
Once the above cancellation periods have expired all your rights and responsibilities over your child are transferred irrevocably to the Department of Social Services until the child is married, adopted, dies or reaches the age of majority.  Your consent is not required for the child to be placed for adoption.

4. Where my child is placed for adoption, can I re-establish contact with him following his adoption placement once he reaches adulthood?
You may apply to be registered in the Department of Social Services Post Adoption Disclosure Register.  The Register records the identity of adult persons who wish to re-establish birth family contact that has been severed by adoption.  You may apply on the application form that is available from Post Adoption Services.  The “Post Adoption Record Disclosure Services” information sheet is attached, Form # 76-2553

76-2545 (11/82)






…/2

-2-

If your child also registers after he reaches the age of majority the Registrar will check the Registry for your name.  Where you are also registered, disclosure of the information contained in the Registry may be made if both you and your child agree at that time.

5. What if I want to discuss my decision with someone?

You are free to discuss your decision to sign a Guardianship Agreement with anyone you choose and you have the right at anytime to consult a lawyer about your legal rights regarding your child.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I, _______________________________, ____________________________________

And I, ____________________________, ___________________________________

Of _______________________________,  born _____________________, 19____

Acknowledge that my social worker, ____________________________________

                                                            (name of social worker)

has reviewed these Explanatory Notes with me, and that I have signed the Guardianship Agreement (Form 23) with the full understanding of my right as indicated in these notes.

I understand that this form is for information purposes only and accurate reference can be found in the Child and Family Services and Family Relations Act.

Signature of 




Signature 

Witness:   ___________________________
 of Parent(s)   ________________________









________________________

Date:        ___________________________

Place:      ____________________________
