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UEADGUARTIRS 550TH INFANTRY ATRBORIE BATTALION
0ffice of the Commanding Officer

APO 512, U. S. Army,
12 October 194li.

SUBJECT: Heport of the Operaticns of the 550th Infantry Airborne Battalion
for the Period 1 August to 31 August 19Lh.

TO . Commanding General, 1lst Airborne Task Force, APO 7586, U. S. Army.

1. From the Period 1 August to 10 August 194l inclusive the 550th
Infantry Airborne Battalion Was located at Lido di Roma, Italy. During this
bime the Bettalion was largely cccupied in making preparations for the air-
borne invasion of Southern France. For the enlisted personnel these preparal-
ions largely consisted of equipment znd clothing checks, specialized training
in loading and unloading thedlr respective equipment in gliders, and during
the latter days of the period in orientation talks with the use of sand tables,
plaster models and aerial photographs of the landing areas in France, though
ot the time names of terrain features were not' given.

2. On the morning of 11 August 19hl;, Headguarters and Headquarters
Company, Company "B and Company YC" loaded in trucks and proceeded North to
Follonica Airfield, approximately 125 miles sbove Rome. Company npt and the
Battalion ixecutive Officer departed 1later in the day by truck for Grossete,
which was designated as this Companig!s departure field. Tents were pitched
near the airstrips and such last mifute preparations as were necessary Were
made during the period 11 August to 15 August 19LL. &t ap roximately 1000
hours, 15 August 19hl, a complete Field Order was given the Officers of the
Eattalion assigning the mission in detail. This mission, in brief, prescribed
the initial assembly area and measures to be taken to provide perimeter
defense of this area.

2

3. Forty-eight (L8) gliders were required for the movement of the
Follonica group and twielve (12) gliders for the Grossete group., The Follonica
group took off ab 15358, 15 August 19LL while the Grossete group took off at
15488, the same date. The flight to France was uneventful excepb for the
crash—1landing of the leading glider of the Follomica group in the Kediter-
ranezn Sea. All personnel verc rescued bu a U. S. Maval craft, Laken to
Corsica end at a later date (25 august 19LL) the platoon lezder and the major-
ity of his ren rejoined the Zabtbalion in France. The landing and the subsequ-
ent scbions of the fattalion during the period 1b fugust to 16 imgust 194k
viere recomled in a summary report under the subject: "Leport of the U;erations
of the 550th Infantry Airborne Sabtalion on 15 — 16 sungust 19ul" dated 11' 2

\  Sepbemiber. 25LL end sadrossed to bhe Cormending General, lst Airborne Task ;
Force. This report includes a detailed accound of the two (2) attacks made
by this Battalion 1% end 16 hugust 19l which resulted in the capture of
le Iny, France.
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EHSPE“Sf the Operation of the 550th Infantry Airborne Battalion
for the Period 1 August to 21 August 1ShLl, dated 12 October 1%Lk, (Cont!'d)

i Following tle abteck znd certure of Le iuy, France on the 1€ August
194k, the Battalion moved to a bivouac area approxirately cne and one half
(1 1/2) kilometers Horth of Le luy where reorganization took place. This
reorgenization end rest for the persomnel of the Sabtalion contimued for four
(L) days and then on 20 august 19hl, by order of Division, the Lattalion
ravehed South toward the cosst to Frejus, France where it reverted to the
Divieion Descrve. A bivouac area approximately two (2) kilometers southwest
of Trojus wes taken up. Complote reorgenization was effected in this area
during the period 20 to 25 August.

Do a0 2% Zopust 101y, dhe Zetbalion hegan to shuttle by truck to Grasse,

France. At this time, the remaineder of the Division had succeeded in a
rapid advance ecastward towards Usnnes and Yice so that this Dattalion's move-
ment toward Grasse was simply a forward displacement in its role as Division
Reserve. ITezding elemsents of the Zatlalion srrived in Grasse (which had Jjust
been captured during the early morning by another Unit of the Division) toward
noon and immediately began to sebt up a plan of defensive fires on roads and
avenues of aporoach to the towm. Iuring the remainder of the day and on The
following day (26 August 19LL) the rest of the Zsttalion arrived and completed
the defensive occupabion of Grasse. The Battalion remained in these positions
£411 29 ingust 194k,

6. It was known at this tine that the enemy had taken up defensive
positions penerally slong the Franco-Italian frontier as far Morth as the
Swiss border. By direction of Division, a mobtorized natrol of approximately
fifteen (15) officers and men set out from Grasse 27 August to reconnoiter
the road net and the area liorth of Grasse as Yar lorth as the town of
Trrcelonnette. The patrol returned with the report that the enery was in the
process of occupying strategic mountain passes along the frontier and in
particular the important pass on the Franco-Italian border knovm as Col de
Lerche. Ostensibly the enenmy was sttempting to occupy advantageous defensive
positions zlong the frontier in the Alpes Laritiwes and the Dasses ilpes.

7. (n the morning 29 angust this Batbtalion, less Company "A" which was
left to secure the Division Commsnd Post at Grasse, with a battalion of Field
Artillery (LO3rd Iarachute Field Artillery Eattalioﬁ?? a platoon of Tank
Destroyers (Corpany "B%, 6.45th Tenk Destroyer Battalion), a platoon of L.2
lortars (i3rd Chemical Dattalion), and a nlatoon of Engineers (Company "4,
10th Engineers) began to move from Crasse to Zarcelomnettie, France with the
mission of holding the enery in Col de Larche and preventing his movement
into France. Immediately upon cntering the tom of Farcelonnette forward
security elements recomnoitered the surrounding country snd vrepared berporary
out posts for the security of the rermainder of the 550th Infantry Corbat Teanm
{(this latter namwe having been essigned to the commosite croun). Iuch assistance
was initiely given the Corbet Team Coreiander by nembers of the F. F, I. aed
members of the Inter Allied Lission (Dritish end American parachutists who
had been in this region for pericds ranging from two (2) wecks to two (23
ronthe prdor to "L Day).
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Report of the O eralions of the 550th Infantry iirborne Patitalion
for the Period 1 August ©o 31 iugust 15bl, dated 12 October 19ik (Cont'd)

8. By the 30 August the remainder of the Combat Team arrvived in
Parcelonnetite. Contact with the enemy was made almost ab once largely due
to the excellant intelligence revorts of the enemy furnished by members of
the Inter .Jlied iission and our own recomaissance patrols. Seven (7)
enemyw Were baken prisoners this day by an F. . I. and imerican patrol in a
smzll valley directly fast of Barcelomnette. On 30 Aungust the Corbal Team
Commander (Commanding 0fficer of the 550th Infantry Airborne Rattalion)
disposed his forces as follows; Company "B", 550th Infentry Airborne Eattalion
was moved to the town of Jausiers (about eight ({) kilometers northeast of
Barcelomnette) with the mission of holding the valley leading West of the
town of Condamine (szbout four (Ii) kilometers northeast of Jausiers) against
an enemy push westwards from St. Ours or St. Faul; the L63rd Farachute Field
Artillery Battalion took up positions about one (1) kilometer northeast of
J:usiers with fire missions assigned in St. Ours and the Condamine Valley;
the Chemical Platoon took up mortar positions on high ground one (1) kilometer
southwest of the village of Chatelard, with fire missions assigned in the
Condamine Valley; Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 550th Infantry
Airborne Battalion and Company "C", same Battalion together with the Engineers
and the Tank Destroyer Platoons remained as a reserve in the lLilitary Barracks
at Barcelommette.

i 9. By 31 fugust, Infanbtry and Artillery positions were well along the
way t0 being organized while the lztter registered fire on assigned target
areas. One platoon of Company "B", 550th Infantry Airborne Battalion organized
a defensive position left of the main road between Condamine and Jausiers
| and about one half (1/2) kilometers southwest of Condamine. This platoon
was reinforced by one (1) section of Heavy kachine Guns and one (1§ section
of 81lmm Fortars.
|
|

10. In short the end of August 19hli found the 550th Infantry airborne
Battalion now a part of a Combal Team with the Cowbet Team Cormand Post in
Parcelonnette organized to prevent the enemy from advancing north westward
through Col de Larche into France.

For the Commanding Officer:

A=

WALTER &. GRISCTI,
1st Lt., Infantry,
. Acjutant.
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