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Greek - Egyptian Interaction

This seemed like a good topic when I decided to use if for this newsletter, but in 

beginning the research, I quickly came to realize that it would take a hundred or 
maybe even a thousand newsletters to do a reasonably good job of covering the 
topic. Therefore, I will do a less than reasonable good job in an attempt to at least 
adress it.
   Ancient Greece and Egypt maintained centuries of deep interaction, evolving from 
early trading and mercenary work into a profound cultural synthesis later. Egypt 
heavily influenced Greek art, religion, and philosophy, while Greeks established cities 
like Alexandria and Naucratis, creating a shared Hellenistic culture. 
• Cultural & Religious Exchange: Greeks were fascinated by Egypt, often 
associating their gods with Egyptian counterparts (e.g., Zeus with Amun). This 
blending resulted in hybrid deities like Serapis.
• Trade & Presence: As early as 1600 BCE, Minoans interacted with Egypt, 
potentially imitating Egyptian architectural styles. By the 7th century BCE, Greeks 
established the trading colony of Naucratis.
• The Ptolemaic Dynasty: Following Alexander the Great's conquest, the 
Ptolemies ruled Egypt, establishing a Greek-dominated administration while 
embracing Egyptian pharaonic traditions.
• Intellectual Influence: Greek scholars and philosophers traveled to Egypt to 
study, heavily influencing Greek math, astronomy, and medicine.
• The Role of Alexandria: Founded by Alexander, this city became the premier 
intellectual hub, merging Greek scholarship with Egyptian knowledge, notably 
through its Great Library. 
   The interaction was not one-sided; it was a blend of cultures that reshaped the 
Mediterranean. Greek became a key language in Egypt, but Egyptians also 
influenced Greek life, and the resulting Hellenistic culture defined the region until 
the Roman period. 
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What's happening?

I am continuing my study 
of hieroglypics, although I 
have to admit, I am far from 
being able to read them yet.
I have begun the process of 
learning to write a 
screenplay with the intention 
of creating a script based on 
THE PHOENIX GIFT.
Writers' organizations have 
me meeting virtually and 
in-person several times a 
week, including classes from 
Pacific Northwest Writers 
Association, meetings with 
Inland Northwest Writers 
Guild, Spokane Authors, 
and of course our Super 
Duper critique group.

Write-on!
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The Late Bronze Age was a time of vibrant contact and 
exchange between Egypt and the world of Mycenaean 
Greece. The collapse of the Aegean palace societies in the 
twelfth and eleventh centuries BC and Egypt’s political 
fragmentation after the end of the New Kingdom brought 
an end to nearly all direct interaction between the two 
regions.
   Centuries later, as part of wider power realignments in 
the ancient world, a new pharaonic dynasty once more 
united Egypt under its rule and forged links with emerging 
Greek city-states. The seventh century BC marks the start 
of what the historian Joseph Manning has termed “the 
Greek millennium” of Egyptian history, arguing that when 
Egypt fell under Greek rule with Alexander the Great’s 
conquest in 332 BC, it was merely “the consummation and 
not the beginning of a long process of understanding and 
accommodation” between Egypt and Greece.
   The Greeks and Carians who arrived in Egypt from the 
late seventh century BC onward in all likelihood 
comprised a wide social spectrum, from aristocrats to 
slaves, and went on to occupy a variety of positions—not 
necessarily the same as at home—within Egyptian society 
and within immigrant or diaspora communities. The relics 
they left behind suggest that it was not only narrow 
powerful groups in pursuit of status and engaged in 
conspicuous consumption that underpinned processes of 
exchange, innovation, and transformation. Rather, it was 
men and women from across a wider spectrum
—mercenaries and traders, craftsmen or translators, 
priestesses and hetairai—who were carriers of culture, who 
engaged in, shaped, and transferred social and cultural 
practices from eschatological beliefs to technological 
know-how.
   The interaction between ancient Egypt and Greece, 
though geographically distant, was one of the most 
profound cultural exchanges in the ancient world.
   Through centuries of cultural exchange, Greece adopted 
elements like temple designs, mystical beliefs, and 
knowledge in mathematics and medicine.

Egypt greatly influenced Greek religion, art, architecture, 
philosophy, and science. This influence can be seen in 
various aspects such as shared religious deities like Isis 
and Demeter, similar creation myths, Egyptian artistic 
motifs in Greek sculpture, the architectural adoption of 
Egyptian columns, and the transmission of mathematical, 
astronomical, and medical knowledge.
The Greek colony of Naucratis in Egypt acted as a hub 
for cultural exchange.
The influence also extended to coinage, where hybrid 
deities like Serapis symbolized the fusion of Egyptian and 
Greek traditions. 
  Although geographically distant, the interaction between 
ancient Egypt and Greece was one of the most influential 
cultural exchanges in the ancient world.
   Greek sculpture, particularly in the Archaic period, 
reveals clear Egyptian influences, especially in early 
statues of young men called kouroi.
   Egypt was a leader in mathematics and geometry, 
especially with its monumental architecture and land 
surveying practices. The Greek philosopher Pythagoras is 
said to have studied in Egypt, where he encountered 
advanced principles of Ancient Egyptian mathematics 
used in the construction of the pyramids. The 
Pythagorean theorem, crucial to Greek geometry, likely 
drew on Egyptian methods for solving geometric 
problems in construction. 
   As the granary of the ancient world, the economy of 
Ancient Egypt was critical to the Hellenistic economy. 
Greek coins featuring Egyptian motifs highlighted the 
wealth and resources that Egypt contributed to the 
Greek world, especially its agricultural abundance and 
trade goods like papyrus, grain, and gold.
  Far from being seen as alien, Egypt was respected as a 
land of ancient wisdom and fertility. The cultural 
synthesis from Egypt to Greece continued to shape the 
Hellenistic period and left a lasting legacy in Western 
thought and heritage.
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