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For what I received 
I passed on to you as 
of first importance: 
that Christ died for 

our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that 

he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third 

day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and 

then to the Twelve.
1 Corinthians 15:3-5
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On Saturday night, as news that Newton Grove Police Officer, Brent Hall, had 
been in a car crash that resulted in his death, Sampson County began to mourn 
the loss. Included was the Sampson Community College Basic Law Enforcement 
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When does William Byron get elected into
the Virtual Hall of Fame?
GODSPEAK: Apparently, he is the Richard
Petty of NASCAR iRacing. The good news is
it won’t cost much to create a Virtual Hall
of Fame.
KEN’S CALL: He’s virtually building a name
for himself. Unfortunately, there aren’t any
real races scheduled for his den.

If you have one, what’s your drawback to
watching televised races without fans?
GODSPEAK: Hey, I’m good here. The faster
NASCAR gets its real product on track, the
better. Folks out there are starved for live
sports events on TV.

KEN’S CALL: Next question! I have abso-
lutely zero drawbacks to that idea, at
least from my couch. Now, if I had tickets
to Sonoma or Richmond and learned I
couldn’t go, different story, but I assume
the tickets transfer to next year.

Who would you like to see in Ganassi’s No.
42?
GODSPEAK: I’m going to vote for Timmy
Hill. His no-money team qualified for the
Daytona 500 and he’s won a virtual race.
Give the guy a chance.
KEN’S CALL: Because he’s been banging his
head against the wall for so long, I’d say
Michael McDowell, just to see if he can do

something in a capable car.

Godwin Kelly, godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com; KenWillis, ken.
willis@news-jrnl.com

Feb. 9: Clash at Daytona (Erik Jones)
Feb. 16: Daytona 500 (Denny Hamlin)
Feb. 23: Las Vegas (Joey Logano)
March 1: Fontana (Alex Bowman)
March 8: Phoenix (Joey Logano)
March 15: Atlanta (postponed)
March 22: Homestead-Miami (postponed)
March 29: Texas (postponed)

April 5: Bristol (postponed)
April 19: Richmond (postponed)
April 26: Talladega (postponed)
May 3: Dover (postponed)
May 9:Martinsville (postponed)
May 16: All-Star Race at Charlotte
May 24: Charlotte
May 31: Kansas
June 7:Michigan
June 14: Sonoma

June 21: Chicagoland
June 27: Pocono
June 28: Pocono
July 5: Indianapolis
July 11: Kentucky
July 19: New Hampshire
Aug. 9:Michigan
Aug. 16:Watkins Glen
Aug. 23: Dover
Aug. 29: Daytona

Sept. 6: Darlington
Sept. 12: Richmond
Sept. 19: Bristol
Sept. 27: Las Vegas
Oct. 4: Talladega
Oct. 11: Charlotte
Oct. 18: Kansas
Oct. 25: Texas
Nov. 1:Martinsville
Nov. 8: Phoenix

NASCAR THIS WEEK

S P E E D F R E A K S — A few questions we had to ask ourselves

N A S C A R D R I V E R S
W I T H S I N G L E - D I G I T
C A R E E R V I C T O R I E S

Q U E S T I O N S &
AT T I T U D E

Compelling questions ... and
maybe a few actual answers

2 0 2 0 C U P S E R I E S
S C H E D U L E A N D W I N N E R S

M O T O R
M O U T H S
P O D C A S T

“Liberate the Pod!”
The governor isn’t yet
taking our calls.

Tune in online at
www.news-journal
online.com/
daytonamotormouths

The Daytona Beach News-Journal’s Godwin
Kelly & Ken Willis have covered NASCAR for
nearly 60 years combined. godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com and ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

William Byron’s record inside an actual
cockpit has yet to match his simulator
dominance. [AP FILE]

Is geography our new friend?

Not so much a friend but a
potential partner, as NASCAR’s
movers and shakers look at the
maps and the calendar to deter-
mine how they can run their
36-race schedule this year —
“trying to fit 10 pounds of grub
into a 5-pound bag,” is the old
term, though cleaned up a bit.

Two-for-one weekends?

Well, long weekends, most
likely — Thursday night here
and Sunday afternoon there.
Charlotte is relatively close to
Darlington and Martinsville,
with Bristol and Richmond no
more than one or two rest-stop
breaks away. Atlanta/Talla-
dega is a natural, as is Indy and
northern Kentucky. That part
is workable, as long as Fox and
NBC are on board, which isn’t
automatic, considering their
other commitments later in the
year.

What’s the catch?

Geography must also work with
geometry, in a way. Teams don’t
take their Atlanta car to Tal-
ladega, or vice versa, and there
are plenty of other examples, so
you have to factor in the ability
of teams to return their haulers
to Mooresville (or wherever) to
reload (and maybe repair) for
the next style of track. After a
few cracks at a solution, even
ol’ Erno Rubik would probably
throw away the calendar and go
back to his famous Cube.

KenWillis, ken.willis
@news-jrnl.com

Paul Goldsmith 9
Cotton Owens 9
Bob Welborn 9
Kyle Petty 8
Darel Dieringer 7
A.J. Foyt 7
Jamie McMurray 7
Jim Reed 7
Marshall Teague 7
Chase Elliott 6
Kyle Larson 6
Ward Burton 5
Dan Gurney 5
Alan Kulwicki 5
Tiny Lund 5
Dave Marcis 5
Jeremy Mayfield 5
Ralph Moody 5

Note: 16 drivers with four
wins, eight drivers with three
wins, 29 with two wins.

ByGodwinKelly
godwin.kelly@news-jrnl.com

M usic has its lovable one-hit
wonders, such as Vanilla
Ice, who has made a
career off his song “Ice Ice

Baby,” which first released in 1989.
With that in mind, the NAS-

CARCup Series has produced
60 one-race winners since
the tour was formed in 1949
(then called Strictly Stock).
Here is a list of notable one-

time winners through the ages:

Jim Roper (1 win in 2 career starts):
Roper drove down fromKansas
to compete in the first Cup Series
race held June 19, 1949 at Char-
lotte Speedway, a .75-mile dirt
oval out near the city’s airport
area. Johnny Beauchamp took the
checkered flag but was later dis-
qualified for using illegal chassis
parts. Roper moved to the top of
the box even though he turned just
197 of the scheduled 200 laps.

Johnny Mantz (1 for 12): If you only
get one shot to win a Cup Series
race, this was a good one— the
inaugural Southern 500 at Dar-
lington Speedway in 1950. Mantz
outsmarted the 75-car field by
using tires that were made for
trucks. The tires were made of a
harder compound than a normal
street tire. Mantz wasn’t fast but

as Darlington’s track surface wore
out tires of faster cars hemoved up
the leaderboard by staying on the
track. He beat second place Fire-
ball Roberts, who was an up-and-
coming racing star, by nine laps.

Wendell Scott (1 for 495): Scott had
lapped the entire field two times
at Speedway Park in Jacksonville,
Florida, but it was Buck Baker who
pulled into Victory Lane and cel-
ebrated the win on Dec. 1, 1963.
Hours later, after the crowd of
5,000 fans left the track, NASCAR
said it found the scoring error and
awarded Scott the victory. To this
day Scott is the only African-Amer-
ican driver to win a Cup Series race.

Mario Andretti (1 for 14): In the
1967 Daytona 500, Andretti car-
ried the colors of Bunnell Motor
Co., which was a small Ford
dealership in the county north
of the Daytona Beach area. The
car was a Holman-Moody rocket
ship and carried Andretti to vic-
tory in NASCAR’s premier rac-
ing event. The open-wheel great
led 112 of 200 laps with teammate
Fred Lorenzen hot on his tail.

Greg Sacks (1 for 263): The 1985
Firecracker 400 produced what
is billed as the greatest upset in
NASCAR history. Sacks was driv-
ing an R&D car for Bill Gardner of
DiGard Racing. The team featured

a volunteer pit crew. As the race
went along, it became apparent that
Sacks had a car capable of beat-
ing Bill Elliott, who had won seven
superspeedway races up to that
point in the season. As cars dropped
out of the race, those pit crew
members pitched in to help Sacks
and his crew chief Gary Nelson.
Sacks led 33 of the 160 laps and
beat Elliott bymore than a second.

Brett Bodine (1 for 480):NASCAR’s
celebrated pace car driver won his
only Cup Series race in the 1990
First Union 400 at NorthWilkes-
boro Speedway in North Carolina.
Bodine may have benefited from
a scoring snafu, which put him as
the leader following a late cau-
tion, but he led the last 83 laps of
the race with LarryMcReynolds
calling the shots in the pit box.

Trevor Bayne (1 for 197): On the
day before his 20th birthday, Bayne
pulled off an incredible upset in the
famed No. 21Wood Brothers Rac-
ing Ford. The plan was for Bayne to
push David Ragan to victory after
a late caution. But Ragan passed
Bayne, the race leader, before
getting the green flag. Ragan was
black-flagged and sent to the rear
of the field. The last two laps pro-
duced a wild shootout between
Bayne, Carl Edwards and David
Gilliland. Somehow, Bayne pre-
vailed. He is now out of racing.

Mostmemorable
one-winwonders

Trevor Bayne, top, celebrates after winning the 2011 Daytona 500. [AP/DAVID GRAHAM]
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“Consider carefully 
what you hear,” he 

continued. “With the 
measure you use, it 
will be measured to 

you — and even more. 
Whoever has will be 
given more; whoever 
does not have, even 
what he has will be 
taken from him.”

Mark 4:24-25
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On Thursday, Governor Roy Cooper issued Executive Order No. 135 extending 
North Carolina’s Stay At Home order through May 8. The orders extending clo-
sure of restaurants for dine-in service and bars and closure of other close-con-
tact businesses are also extended through May 8.

Governor Cooper shared details about North Carolina’s plan to lift restrictions in 
three phases once the data show that key metrics are headed in the right direc-
tion.

“The health and safety of people in North Carolina must be our top priority,” 
Cooper said. “This plan provides a roadmap for us to begin 

On Friday, the Sampson County Health Department reported one 
new case of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) today, bringing 
the total to 36.

The new case is linked to an ongoing outbreak in a neighboring 
county. The case is isolated at home and in stable condition.

The Health Department will work to identify close contacts, 
which the CDC defines as being within approximately 6 feet of a 
person with a COVID-19 infection for a prolonged period of time 
of 10 minutes or longer. Based on information provided by the 
individual, county health officials will assess risks of exposure, 
and determine which if any additional measures are needed such 
as quarantine or testing.

COVID testing numbers for Sampson County as of April 24, 
2020:
Total Number of Tests Performed: 251
Positive Test Results: 36 (11 recovered)
Negative Test Results: 205
Pending Results: 10
Deaths: 0

According to Wanda Robinson, Director of the Sampson Coun-
ty Health Department, “Testing is being done by all the medical 
providers in the county.  It is based on assessment and symptoms. 
Tests are provided in the providers offices, hospital, Commwell 
health, Goshen, health department, etc.”
“Criteria for testing,” noted Robinson, “is patients that present 
with symptoms, hospitalized patients, Health care workers or 
first responders, patients who live in or have regular contact with 
a high risk setting  (long term are facility , homeless shelter, cor-
rectional facility, migrant farmworkers camp), persons who are at 
higher risk of severe illness and for whom a clinician has deter-
mined that results would inform clinical management. We do not 
test people who do not have symptoms.  We have to keep our test 
for those that are ill.”
Robinson concluded by saying, “We just hope that people will 
adhere to the messages that we have been sending out in the com-
munity.  Citizens need to protect themselves and others by
1. Wear a mask when out in public
2. Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds and always before eating, after using the bathroom and after 
blowing nose, coughing or sneezing.
3. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed 
hands
4. Cover you cough or sneeze with a tissue, then dispose of the 
tissue in the trash
5. Stay at home when sick until symptoms are gone.
6. If you feel sick, with fever, cough, difficulty breathing, contact 
your doctor to see if you need to be tested.
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Feb. 10: Clash at Daytona (Jimmie
Johnson)
Feb. 17: Daytona 500 (Denny Hamlin)
Feb. 24: Folds of Honor 500 at Atlanta
(Brad Keselowski)
March 3: Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas (Joey
Logano)
March 10: TicketGuardian 500 at Phoenix
March 17: Auto Club 400 at Fontana
March 24: STP 500 at Martinsville

March 31: O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 at
Texas
April 7: Food City 500 at Bristol
April 13: Toyota Owners 400 at Richmond
April 28: Geico 500 at Talladega
May 5: Dover 400
May 11: Kansas 400
May 18: All-Star Race at Charlotte
May 26: Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
June 2: Pocono 400
June 9: FireKeepers Casino 400 at
Michigan
June 23: Toyota/Save Mart 350 at

Sonoma
June 30: Overton’s 400 at Chicagoland
July 6: Coke Zero 400 at Daytona
July 13: Quaker State 400 at Kentucky
July 21: Foxwoods 301 at New Hampshire
July 28: Gander Outdoors 400 at Pocono
Aug. 4: Go Bowling at Watkins Glen
Aug. 11: Consumers Energy 400 at
Michigan
Aug. 17: Bass Pro Shops NRA Night Race
at Bristol
Sept. 1: Southern 500 at Darlington
Sept. 8: Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis

Sept. 15: South Point 400 at Las Vegas
Sept. 21: Federated Auto Parts 400 at
Richmond
Sept. 29: Bank of America 500k at
Charlotte
Oct. 6: Delaware 400 at Dover
Oct. 13: 1000Bulbs.com 500 Talladega
Oct. 20: Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas
Oct. 27: First Data 500 at Martinsville
Nov. 3: AAA Texas 500
Nov. 10: Can-Am 500k at Phoenix
Nov. 17: Ford EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami

NASCAR THIS WEEK

F E U D O F T H E W E E K

S P E E D F R E A K S

A few questions we
had to ask ourselves
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Compelling questions ... and
maybe a few actual answers
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BRAD
KESELOWSKI
First, second
past two
weeks

JOEY
LOGANO

Should lend
Blaney some

speed

KYLE
BUSCH
Sundays
are harder

KEVIN
HARVICK

By the time
he gets to
Phoenix …

KURT
BUSCH

Mr. Top 5
so far

DENNY
HAMLIN
On the

fringes of
lead pack

MARTIN
TRUEX JR.

Early
frustrations
will go away

KYLE
LARSON

Running well,
but keeps

finishing 12th

ERIK JONES
Needs to

start leading
some laps

ARIC
ALMIROLA
Consistently
in TV camera

range

The Daytona Beach News-Journal’s Godwin
Kelly & Ken Willis have covered NASCAR for
nearly 60 years combined. godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

M O T O R M O U T H S
P O D C A S T

Stay west, young man, stay
west. Horace Greeley didn’t
exactly say that, but he wasn’t a
NASCAR fan.

Tune in online at
www.news-journalonline.com/
daytonamotormouthsdaytonamotormouths

THREE THINGSWE LEARNED

PHOENIX
THREE THINGS TOWATCH

LAS VEGAS

Your knee-jerk review of
Vegas and results of the “new
package”?
GODSPEAK: It’s a work in
progress. Drivers have more car
control, and there have been
fewer wrecks. Give it time.
KEN’S CALL: If it seemed perfect
at the start, the engineers
would eventually mess it up. But
it seems imperfect at the start,
so maybe the engineers will find
a way to tighten up the field.
Reverse psychology, right there.

Kez, then Joey. Is this going to
be a Penske year?
GODSPEAK: You know how the
winds of fortune work, but right
now Team Penske enjoys a bel-
lowing jib. What?
KEN’S CALL: Penske also has a
third wheel, Ryan Blaney, who
has done no better than 22nd so
far. If they get him going, watch
out.

DENNY HAMLIN VS. KURT
BUSCH: Hamlin was not happy
about having to play follow-the-
leader behind Busch, who was
a tick slower on older tires, but
impassable because of the new
aero/motor combo.
GODWIN KELLY’S TAKE: This
is something new in the Cup
Series — faster cars that
can’t pass. “(When) he ran
the bottom (racing lane) then
there’s nothing anyone could do
about it,” Hamlin said.

WINNER: Kevin Harvick
REST OF TOP 5: Chase Elliott,
Kyle Busch, Joey Logano, Kurt
Busch
FIRST ONE OUT: Ty Dillon
DARK HORSE: Ricky Stenhouse
Jr.
DON’T BE SURPRISED IF: The
competition tightens up in the
front pack because of the size of
this oval.

Is that a look of concern?

Let’s call it a mix of mild concern,
balanced by a hesitance to offer
snap judgment. I tuned into Sun-
day’s race, saw a big pack of cars
slicing and dicing, and said, “See,
that’s exactly what NASCAR was
looking for with the new con-
figurations.” Then I looked in the
corner of the screen and realized
it was just the second lap of
a green-flag run. By Lap 10, it
became the Urban Meyer 400 —
everyone in spread formation.

Now what?

I always go back to the theory
proposed by former Nashville
Tennessean motorsports writer
Larry Woody, who suggested
tossing a rabid badger in every
cockpit to liven things up. Given
NASCAR’s reluctance to see the
brilliance in that, I will instead
opt for patience and the insti-
tutional knowledge that no
eventual landing spot, rules-
wise, will be universally loved
by all.

—KenWillis, ken.willis
@news-jrnl.com

1. Joey Logano 133
2. Kevin Harvick 131
3. Denny Hamlin 127
4. Kyle Busch 121
5. Brad Keselowski 115
6. Kyle Larson 102
7. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 99
8. Erik Jones 98
8. Martin Truex Jr. 98
10. Kurt Busch 95
11. Aric Almirola 92
12. Alex Bowman 85
13. Clint Bowyer 83
14. Chase Elliott 81
15. Ryan Blaney 69
16. William Byron 66
17. Jimmie Johnson 65
18. Daniel Suarez 63
19. Ryan Newman 62
20. Paul Menard 61

CUP SERIES: TicketGuardian 500
SITE: ISM Raceway (1-mile oval)
SCHEDULE: Friday, qualifying
(Fox Sports 1, 6 p.m.). Saturday,
practice (Fox Sports 1, 11:30 a.m.
and 2 p.m.). Sunday, race (Fox,
coverage beings at 3 p.m., racing
at 3:30 p.m.)

XFINITY: Xfinity 200
SITE: ISM Raceway
SCHEDULE: Friday, practice (Fox
Sports 1, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.).
Saturday, qualifying (Fox Sports
1, 12:30 p.m.), race (Fox Sports 1,
4 p.m.)

1. Two for Kyle

Kyle Busch continued
his assault on NASCAR’s
minor-league series
with two more wins,
but finished third in the
Cup race. “I think we
passed the most cars so
I think we were the most
impressive,” he said,
“but that doesn’t matter
because we don’t have a
trophy. Whatever.”

2. Top-5 for Kurt

Kurt Busch has taken a
liking to the new pack-
age. At least that’s what
his performance sheet
shows — two top-five fin-
ishes in a row. “I’m really
proud of everybody to
get a top-five,” he said.
“Now we’ve got two
top-fives this year, but

we know we’ve got some
more work to do.”

3. Package reaction

NASCAR’s new Cup pack-
age made its debut at
Las Vegas. “Yeah, I mean
I really don’t care,” driver
Chase Elliott (ninth) said.

“If it’s entertaining for
people to watch, it really
does not matter to me a
bit. Whatever it is, it is,
the rules are the same
for everybody.”

—Godwin Kelly,
godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com

Kyle Busch carries the checkered flag after winning
the Xfinity Series race at Las Vegas. He won the Truck
Series race Friday, but finished third in Sunday’s Cup
race. [AP/BENJAMIN HAGER]

1. Penske power

It sure looks like Team
Penske has found the
secret key to the new
NASCAR package — two
wins by two drivers on
consecutive weekends.
Joey Logano credited
Ford’s engineers for solv-
ing the puzzle. “Everyone
is going through a learn-
ing curve right now, so
if there’s a time to do it,
now is the time because
we had to redo every-
thing we had anyway,”
Logano said of the new
Mustang. “That seems to
be paying dividends for
us now.”

2. NASCAR’s
observation

The Cup Series made its
full aero/engine package
debut at Las Vegas, with
mixed reviews. NASCAR
is poking and prodding
at the data gathered to
date. “I think it was good
to see directionally that
guys (came) up through
the pack and make
a pass for the lead,”
NASCAR Vice President
Steve O’Donnell said.

“But still work to do. It’s
early. Three different
winners, three races; so
we’ll take this one and
head to Phoenix.”

3. Harvickwatch

When the Cup Series
circus hits Phoenix and
ISM Raceway, you have
to keep one eye on Kevin
Harvick. Harvick has
piled up nine wins at the
1-mile oval. He hasn’t

been happy with his car
yet this season. “The last
two weeks we’ve been
in right field at the start
of practice, and they just
keep scrambling and
taking big swings at it
to get us close,” he said.
“Hopefully, we can get
that figured out.” Count
on it Sunday.

—Godwin Kelly,
godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com

Joey Logano won at Las Vegas a week after teammate
Brad Keselowski captured the flag at Atlanta. Team
Penske has seen early success with the new aero/motor
package. [AP/JOHN LOCHER]
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Dubose Strapping took home first place in Flight One. Pictured are  Ray Persinger, JC Thom-
as, Chris Hall and Shawn Whitmore.

Annual traditions typically bring family and friend closer together each year. This year’s Sampson 
Classic Golf Tournament, created and hosted by the Sampson Community College Foundation 
does that but so much more. The 16th annual event invites golfers to tee off to raise funds that will 
help students at the college reach their goals and achieve their dreams. 

SCC President, Dr. Bill Starling says he has nothing but great memories of the event over the years. 
“It’s a great opportunity to have enjoy several hours within a foursome of golf, understanding that 
all the proceeds go toward the college’s student scholarship fund,” said Starling. “We look forward 
to seeing those who have participated since the inception of the tournament and, of course, new 
faces in the morning tee off.  Our thanks go to all those who make this possible with their gifts and 
to Lakewood Country Club for hosting us.”

“The Sampson Classic, played in memory of longtime friend of CLASSIC, see P. 3
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The Word became 
flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. 

We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, 
who came from the 
Father, full of grace 

and truth.
John 1:14
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Parade- Under 

the Lights

DOT, see P. 4

Sampson Classic an 
SCC Tradition

During Tuesday night’s City Council meeting, Mayor Lew Starling voiced many of the 
concerns frustrating Clinton businesses and citizens over the issue of Hwy 24. With sever-
al members of the Department of Transportation, along with representatives from the Fred 
Smith Company and the NC Board of Transportation on hand to present an overview of work 
on Hwy 24, Mayor Starling rebuked the DOT and it’s handling of Hwy 24 with a some-
times-bristling reproach.

At issue for Starling and his constitutes was the length of the project, the safety of travelers, 
and the overall detriment to commerce along the Hwy 24 corridor. “This 1 mile stretch that 
we’re talking about is our main corridor,” explained Starling. “It’s where our main churches 
are, our only community college, our shopping centers, our recreation department and every 
other business artery that’s there… The citizens want to know how we got here.”

Stating that citizens of the community call city hall to voice complaints several times a day. 
Mayor Starling when on to add, “It’s my understanding that the Fred 
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With only a few weeks before Jolly Ole Saint Nick makes 
his yearly flight around the world, Roseboro readies for his 
visit to Roseboro for their annual Christmas Parade Under the 
Lights.

Roseboro’s parade “Under the Lights” gives a unique experi-
ence to the community with its one hundred Christmas themed 
floats, cars, marching groups, and bands, shining brightly in 
the cover of night. The downtown parade with its thousands of 
lights shines even brighter and more extraordinary on a cold 
December night reminding all of the splendor and excitement 
of the season.

When asked about this year’s planned parade and the number 
of entries, Mayor Alice Butler stated, “We are excited about 
our 14th Annual Roseboro Christmas Parade and we are hop-
ing for great weather. We have many entries including danc-
ers, antique cars, fire trucks, motorcycles, clowns, and many 
floats from local churches, schools, and businesses. All three 
of our float winners from last year will be participating again 
this year: Roseboro Elementary School, Autryville Ladies 
Auxillary Fire Department, and Carolina Dance Company.” 

According to Mayor Butler, “This year the parade committee 
chose former mayors Roland Hall and David Alexander to be 
our co-grand marshals. Both men have a life of service to their 
nation and community. They both served in the military with 
distinction and then returned to their communities and contin-
ued their service locally as commissioners for our town and 
then as mayors.”

“Everyone seems to enjoy our parade,” noted Butler. “Citi-
zens always tell me it is their favorite parade because it is 
at night and it gets them in the Christmas spirit. We usually 
have a couple of thousand people attend. I appreciate all of the 
volunteers, sponsors, town employees, deputies, and firemen 
who help make this a great evening for Roseboro.”

Mayor Butler wanted to make sure to thank this year’s spon-
sors:
Bronze
Base Hit Auto Deals, LLC

A unique new ministry has galloped into Sampson County offering young women in 
high risk situations an opportunity to experience healing and a transformed life through 
a relationship with rescued horses and a loving community. Janice Fay’s Ranch, located 
at 1967 The Avenue in Clinton, NC aims to use rescued horses to teach positive values, 
leadership skills and life skills to young women as they shepherd youth through their 
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For by him [Jesus] 
all things were 
created: things 

in heaven and on 
earth, visible and 
invisible, whether 
thrones or powers 

or rulers or author-
ities; all things were 
created by him and 

for him.
Colossians 1:16
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GIRLS FIND HOPE AND HEALING 
THROUGH HORSE THERAPY

ALIVE AFTER FIVE PRESENTS 9th SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
 SPARE CHANGE TO KICK-OFF CONCERT SERIES

Does the thought of scrumptious food, community fellowship, dancing, awesome bands and live 
concerts sound like a winning combination?  If your answer is YES, then grab your neighbors 
and friends, your favorite lawn chair and get ready to party at one of our community’s most an-
ticipated events – the 2019 Alive After Five Summer Concert Series!

2019 ALIVE AFTER FIVE 
SEASON ANNOUNCED

Local News
Page 5

Local News
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Chamber Awards Winners 
at 49th Annual Banquet

On Thursday evening, the Clinton Sampson Chamber 
of Commerce held their 49th Annual Chamber Ban-
quet at the Sampson County Expo Center.  Winners in 
three categories were announced:

KIDS ONLY PRESCHOOL- Small Business Excel-
lence
Lynn Sutton Webster graduated from East Carolina 
University with a Child Development degree and a 
dream of owning her own preschool.  In October,1981 
her dream became reality when Kids Only Preschool 
opened for business with a total of five children on the 
first day. Kids Only strives to provide a rich learning 
experience that encourages children’s natural curiosity 
and supports them to take risks that lead to new skill 
development.  The preschool setting provides a warm 
and nurturing environment where children feel safe, 
respected and cared for while learning occurs. Each 
child is taught to have a heart for learning and a love 
for God. Lynn is married to Terrell Webster and they 
have two daughters, Collynn and Zannah.  After grad-
uating from North Carolina State University in 2009, 
Collynn joined the family business. Terrell retired later 
that year and quickly found his place there as well. 
This was a busy year for the Webster family as they 
expanded the business to include Half-Day Preschool, 
After-School, and a Summer Program for School-age 
Children.  In 2011 Zannah graduated from Meredith 
College and joined the family to make their team com-
plete.  Today Kids Only serves families from Samp-
son, Duplin and Bladen Counties.

MATTHEW REGISTER- Entrepreneurial Success 
Award
Matthew Register and his wife Jessica opened South-
ern Smoke BBQ in 2014 in Garland, North Caroli-
na, carrying on a Eastern North Carolina tradition of 
smoking pork the old fashioned way – low and slow 
over an oak wood fire in their custom designed smok-
er, “Jezebel.” Register has appeared as a featured chef 
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Dubose Strapping took home first place in Flight One. Pictured are  Ray Persinger, JC Thom-
as, Chris Hall and Shawn Whitmore.

Annual traditions typically bring family and friend closer together each year. This year’s Sampson 
Classic Golf Tournament, created and hosted by the Sampson Community College Foundation 
does that but so much more. The 16th annual event invites golfers to tee off to raise funds that will 
help students at the college reach their goals and achieve their dreams. 

SCC President, Dr. Bill Starling says he has nothing but great memories of the event over the years. 
“It’s a great opportunity to have enjoy several hours within a foursome of golf, understanding that 
all the proceeds go toward the college’s student scholarship fund,” said Starling. “We look forward 
to seeing those who have participated since the inception of the tournament and, of course, new 
faces in the morning tee off.  Our thanks go to all those who make this possible with their gifts and 
to Lakewood Country Club for hosting us.”

“The Sampson Classic, played in memory of longtime friend of CLASSIC, see P. 3
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The Word became 
flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. 

We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, 
who came from the 
Father, full of grace 

and truth.
John 1:14
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Sampson Classic an 
SCC Tradition

During Tuesday night’s City Council meeting, Mayor Lew Starling voiced many of the 
concerns frustrating Clinton businesses and citizens over the issue of Hwy 24. With sever-
al members of the Department of Transportation, along with representatives from the Fred 
Smith Company and the NC Board of Transportation on hand to present an overview of work 
on Hwy 24, Mayor Starling rebuked the DOT and it’s handling of Hwy 24 with a some-
times-bristling reproach.

At issue for Starling and his constitutes was the length of the project, the safety of travelers, 
and the overall detriment to commerce along the Hwy 24 corridor. “This 1 mile stretch that 
we’re talking about is our main corridor,” explained Starling. “It’s where our main churches 
are, our only community college, our shopping centers, our recreation department and every 
other business artery that’s there… The citizens want to know how we got here.”

Stating that citizens of the community call city hall to voice complaints several times a day. 
Mayor Starling when on to add, “It’s my understanding that the Fred 
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With only a few weeks before Jolly Ole Saint Nick makes 
his yearly flight around the world, Roseboro readies for his 
visit to Roseboro for their annual Christmas Parade Under the 
Lights.

Roseboro’s parade “Under the Lights” gives a unique experi-
ence to the community with its one hundred Christmas themed 
floats, cars, marching groups, and bands, shining brightly in 
the cover of night. The downtown parade with its thousands of 
lights shines even brighter and more extraordinary on a cold 
December night reminding all of the splendor and excitement 
of the season.

When asked about this year’s planned parade and the number 
of entries, Mayor Alice Butler stated, “We are excited about 
our 14th Annual Roseboro Christmas Parade and we are hop-
ing for great weather. We have many entries including danc-
ers, antique cars, fire trucks, motorcycles, clowns, and many 
floats from local churches, schools, and businesses. All three 
of our float winners from last year will be participating again 
this year: Roseboro Elementary School, Autryville Ladies 
Auxillary Fire Department, and Carolina Dance Company.” 

According to Mayor Butler, “This year the parade committee 
chose former mayors Roland Hall and David Alexander to be 
our co-grand marshals. Both men have a life of service to their 
nation and community. They both served in the military with 
distinction and then returned to their communities and contin-
ued their service locally as commissioners for our town and 
then as mayors.”

“Everyone seems to enjoy our parade,” noted Butler. “Citi-
zens always tell me it is their favorite parade because it is 
at night and it gets them in the Christmas spirit. We usually 
have a couple of thousand people attend. I appreciate all of the 
volunteers, sponsors, town employees, deputies, and firemen 
who help make this a great evening for Roseboro.”

Mayor Butler wanted to make sure to thank this year’s spon-
sors:
Bronze
Base Hit Auto Deals, LLC BANQUET, see P. 3RANCH, see P. 3
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Preferred 
 Angus 

Bnls Chuck 
Roast

$3.79/lb

27.2oz Prairie 
FreshMarinated
Pork Loin Fillets

$3.99

Sanderson 
Farms Whole 

Chicken

$0.99/lb

Hormel Fully 
Cooked Meals

$4.99- 8oz Smithfield prime fresh sandwich meat $2.79
- 24oz Rogerwoof Lumberjack Smoked Sausage 

$2.99
- Qwaltney Meat Franks or Bologna 5/$5
- Stars Old Oak BBQ 2/$5
- Seabest 16oz 31/40ct Cooked Shrimp $6.99
- 1lb package Strawberries $2.99
- 5lb bag White Potatoes $2.99
- 12oz Kraft Sliced American Singles 2/$5

Preferred Angus 
Bone-in 
Ribeye

$7.99/lb

19oz 
Johnsonville
Bratwurst 

$3.99

12oz 
Qwaltney 

Bacon

$2.99

Fresh Boneless
Chicken 
Breast

$2.99/lb

Fresh Buy 
family pack

thin cut bone-in 
Pork Chops

$1.99/lb

Fresh Buy 
family pack 

thick cut bone-in 
Pork Chops

$1.79/lb
Garland
STORE HOURS:

7:00 am to 9:00pm Daily 
We Fill Propane Tanks!

20-100 lbs. at the
Garland Piggly Wiggly Location

Sale Date 3/06 to 3/12/19
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Samantha DiPinto, Matthew Register, Lynn Webster

In place of a typical graduation ceremony, SCC plans to hold a virtual graduation 
celebration. (File Photo)

This unique experience is planned to provide each graduate with the recognition they 
rightfully deserve. Students who desire an in-person graduation ceremony are invited 
to participate in the 2021 graduation ceremony, planned for May 13, 2021, and be rec-
ognized as a 2020 graduate. The Registrar’s Office will communicate additional details 
with 2020 graduates closer to time.

Once spring and/or summer grades are verified, the Registrar’s Office will mail an offi-
cial transcript and diploma to each graduate at no cost to students. The College appreci-
ates students’ patience and understanding as it celebrates this tremendous achievement 
during this challenging time. Students with graduation questions should email gradua-
tion@sampsoncc.edu.

COVID-19 Positive Cases 
Reaches on Friday

ONE ADDITIONAL 
POSITIVE CASE OF 

COVID-19 REPORTED

Governor Extends Stay At Home Order 
Through May 8, Plans Three Phase Lifting 

of Restrictions Based on Virus Trends

GOVERNOR, see P. 3

SCC Plans to Create Virtual 
Graduation Experience
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Feb. 10: Clash at Daytona (Jimmie
Johnson)
Feb. 17: Daytona 500 (Denny Hamlin)
Feb. 24: Folds of Honor 500 at Atlanta
(Brad Keselowski)
March 3: Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas (Joey
Logano)
March 10: TicketGuardian 500 at Phoenix
March 17: Auto Club 400 at Fontana
March 24: STP 500 at Martinsville

March 31: O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 at
Texas
April 7: Food City 500 at Bristol
April 13: Toyota Owners 400 at Richmond
April 28: Geico 500 at Talladega
May 5: Dover 400
May 11: Kansas 400
May 18: All-Star Race at Charlotte
May 26: Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
June 2: Pocono 400
June 9: FireKeepers Casino 400 at
Michigan
June 23: Toyota/Save Mart 350 at

Sonoma
June 30: Overton’s 400 at Chicagoland
July 6: Coke Zero 400 at Daytona
July 13: Quaker State 400 at Kentucky
July 21: Foxwoods 301 at New Hampshire
July 28: Gander Outdoors 400 at Pocono
Aug. 4: Go Bowling at Watkins Glen
Aug. 11: Consumers Energy 400 at
Michigan
Aug. 17: Bass Pro Shops NRA Night Race
at Bristol
Sept. 1: Southern 500 at Darlington
Sept. 8: Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis

Sept. 15: South Point 400 at Las Vegas
Sept. 21: Federated Auto Parts 400 at
Richmond
Sept. 29: Bank of America 500k at
Charlotte
Oct. 6: Delaware 400 at Dover
Oct. 13: 1000Bulbs.com 500 Talladega
Oct. 20: Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas
Oct. 27: First Data 500 at Martinsville
Nov. 3: AAA Texas 500
Nov. 10: Can-Am 500k at Phoenix
Nov. 17: Ford EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami

NASCAR THIS WEEK

F E U D O F T H E W E E K

S P E E D F R E A K S

A few questions we
had to ask ourselves

N A S C A R C U P
S TA N D I N G S

W H AT ’ S O N TA P

2 0 1 9 C U P S E R I E S
S C H E D U L E A N D W I N N E R S

Q U E S T I O N S &
AT T I T U D E

Compelling questions ... and
maybe a few actual answers

G O D W I N ’ S P I C K S
F O R P H O E N I X

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

K E N W I L L I S ’ T O P 1 0 N A S C A R D R I V E R R A N K I N G S

BRAD
KESELOWSKI
First, second
past two
weeks

JOEY
LOGANO

Should lend
Blaney some

speed

KYLE
BUSCH
Sundays
are harder

KEVIN
HARVICK

By the time
he gets to
Phoenix …

KURT
BUSCH

Mr. Top 5
so far

DENNY
HAMLIN
On the

fringes of
lead pack

MARTIN
TRUEX JR.

Early
frustrations
will go away

KYLE
LARSON

Running well,
but keeps

finishing 12th

ERIK JONES
Needs to

start leading
some laps

ARIC
ALMIROLA
Consistently
in TV camera

range

The Daytona Beach News-Journal’s Godwin
Kelly & Ken Willis have covered NASCAR for
nearly 60 years combined. godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

M O T O R M O U T H S
P O D C A S T

Stay west, young man, stay
west. Horace Greeley didn’t
exactly say that, but he wasn’t a
NASCAR fan.

Tune in online at
www.news-journalonline.com/
daytonamotormouthsdaytonamotormouths

THREE THINGSWE LEARNED

PHOENIX
THREE THINGS TOWATCH

LAS VEGAS

Your knee-jerk review of
Vegas and results of the “new
package”?
GODSPEAK: It’s a work in
progress. Drivers have more car
control, and there have been
fewer wrecks. Give it time.
KEN’S CALL: If it seemed perfect
at the start, the engineers
would eventually mess it up. But
it seems imperfect at the start,
so maybe the engineers will find
a way to tighten up the field.
Reverse psychology, right there.

Kez, then Joey. Is this going to
be a Penske year?
GODSPEAK: You know how the
winds of fortune work, but right
now Team Penske enjoys a bel-
lowing jib. What?
KEN’S CALL: Penske also has a
third wheel, Ryan Blaney, who
has done no better than 22nd so
far. If they get him going, watch
out.

DENNY HAMLIN VS. KURT
BUSCH: Hamlin was not happy
about having to play follow-the-
leader behind Busch, who was
a tick slower on older tires, but
impassable because of the new
aero/motor combo.
GODWIN KELLY’S TAKE: This
is something new in the Cup
Series — faster cars that
can’t pass. “(When) he ran
the bottom (racing lane) then
there’s nothing anyone could do
about it,” Hamlin said.

WINNER: Kevin Harvick
REST OF TOP 5: Chase Elliott,
Kyle Busch, Joey Logano, Kurt
Busch
FIRST ONE OUT: Ty Dillon
DARK HORSE: Ricky Stenhouse
Jr.
DON’T BE SURPRISED IF: The
competition tightens up in the
front pack because of the size of
this oval.

Is that a look of concern?

Let’s call it a mix of mild concern,
balanced by a hesitance to offer
snap judgment. I tuned into Sun-
day’s race, saw a big pack of cars
slicing and dicing, and said, “See,
that’s exactly what NASCAR was
looking for with the new con-
figurations.” Then I looked in the
corner of the screen and realized
it was just the second lap of
a green-flag run. By Lap 10, it
became the Urban Meyer 400 —
everyone in spread formation.

Now what?

I always go back to the theory
proposed by former Nashville
Tennessean motorsports writer
Larry Woody, who suggested
tossing a rabid badger in every
cockpit to liven things up. Given
NASCAR’s reluctance to see the
brilliance in that, I will instead
opt for patience and the insti-
tutional knowledge that no
eventual landing spot, rules-
wise, will be universally loved
by all.

—KenWillis, ken.willis
@news-jrnl.com

1. Joey Logano 133
2. Kevin Harvick 131
3. Denny Hamlin 127
4. Kyle Busch 121
5. Brad Keselowski 115
6. Kyle Larson 102
7. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 99
8. Erik Jones 98
8. Martin Truex Jr. 98
10. Kurt Busch 95
11. Aric Almirola 92
12. Alex Bowman 85
13. Clint Bowyer 83
14. Chase Elliott 81
15. Ryan Blaney 69
16. William Byron 66
17. Jimmie Johnson 65
18. Daniel Suarez 63
19. Ryan Newman 62
20. Paul Menard 61

CUP SERIES: TicketGuardian 500
SITE: ISM Raceway (1-mile oval)
SCHEDULE: Friday, qualifying
(Fox Sports 1, 6 p.m.). Saturday,
practice (Fox Sports 1, 11:30 a.m.
and 2 p.m.). Sunday, race (Fox,
coverage beings at 3 p.m., racing
at 3:30 p.m.)

XFINITY: Xfinity 200
SITE: ISM Raceway
SCHEDULE: Friday, practice (Fox
Sports 1, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.).
Saturday, qualifying (Fox Sports
1, 12:30 p.m.), race (Fox Sports 1,
4 p.m.)

1. Two for Kyle

Kyle Busch continued
his assault on NASCAR’s
minor-league series
with two more wins,
but finished third in the
Cup race. “I think we
passed the most cars so
I think we were the most
impressive,” he said,
“but that doesn’t matter
because we don’t have a
trophy. Whatever.”

2. Top-5 for Kurt

Kurt Busch has taken a
liking to the new pack-
age. At least that’s what
his performance sheet
shows — two top-five fin-
ishes in a row. “I’m really
proud of everybody to
get a top-five,” he said.
“Now we’ve got two
top-fives this year, but

we know we’ve got some
more work to do.”

3. Package reaction

NASCAR’s new Cup pack-
age made its debut at
Las Vegas. “Yeah, I mean
I really don’t care,” driver
Chase Elliott (ninth) said.

“If it’s entertaining for
people to watch, it really
does not matter to me a
bit. Whatever it is, it is,
the rules are the same
for everybody.”

—Godwin Kelly,
godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com

Kyle Busch carries the checkered flag after winning
the Xfinity Series race at Las Vegas. He won the Truck
Series race Friday, but finished third in Sunday’s Cup
race. [AP/BENJAMIN HAGER]

1. Penske power

It sure looks like Team
Penske has found the
secret key to the new
NASCAR package — two
wins by two drivers on
consecutive weekends.
Joey Logano credited
Ford’s engineers for solv-
ing the puzzle. “Everyone
is going through a learn-
ing curve right now, so
if there’s a time to do it,
now is the time because
we had to redo every-
thing we had anyway,”
Logano said of the new
Mustang. “That seems to
be paying dividends for
us now.”

2. NASCAR’s
observation

The Cup Series made its
full aero/engine package
debut at Las Vegas, with
mixed reviews. NASCAR
is poking and prodding
at the data gathered to
date. “I think it was good
to see directionally that
guys (came) up through
the pack and make
a pass for the lead,”
NASCAR Vice President
Steve O’Donnell said.

“But still work to do. It’s
early. Three different
winners, three races; so
we’ll take this one and
head to Phoenix.”

3. Harvickwatch

When the Cup Series
circus hits Phoenix and
ISM Raceway, you have
to keep one eye on Kevin
Harvick. Harvick has
piled up nine wins at the
1-mile oval. He hasn’t

been happy with his car
yet this season. “The last
two weeks we’ve been
in right field at the start
of practice, and they just
keep scrambling and
taking big swings at it
to get us close,” he said.
“Hopefully, we can get
that figured out.” Count
on it Sunday.

—Godwin Kelly,
godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com

Joey Logano won at Las Vegas a week after teammate
Brad Keselowski captured the flag at Atlanta. Team
Penske has seen early success with the new aero/motor
package. [AP/JOHN LOCHER]
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Dubose Strapping took home first place in Flight One. Pictured are  Ray Persinger, JC Thom-
as, Chris Hall and Shawn Whitmore.

Annual traditions typically bring family and friend closer together each year. This year’s Sampson 
Classic Golf Tournament, created and hosted by the Sampson Community College Foundation 
does that but so much more. The 16th annual event invites golfers to tee off to raise funds that will 
help students at the college reach their goals and achieve their dreams. 

SCC President, Dr. Bill Starling says he has nothing but great memories of the event over the years. 
“It’s a great opportunity to have enjoy several hours within a foursome of golf, understanding that 
all the proceeds go toward the college’s student scholarship fund,” said Starling. “We look forward 
to seeing those who have participated since the inception of the tournament and, of course, new 
faces in the morning tee off.  Our thanks go to all those who make this possible with their gifts and 
to Lakewood Country Club for hosting us.”

“The Sampson Classic, played in memory of longtime friend of CLASSIC, see P. 3
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Sampson Classic an 
SCC Tradition

During Tuesday night’s City Council meeting, Mayor Lew Starling voiced many of the 
concerns frustrating Clinton businesses and citizens over the issue of Hwy 24. With sever-
al members of the Department of Transportation, along with representatives from the Fred 
Smith Company and the NC Board of Transportation on hand to present an overview of work 
on Hwy 24, Mayor Starling rebuked the DOT and it’s handling of Hwy 24 with a some-
times-bristling reproach.

At issue for Starling and his constitutes was the length of the project, the safety of travelers, 
and the overall detriment to commerce along the Hwy 24 corridor. “This 1 mile stretch that 
we’re talking about is our main corridor,” explained Starling. “It’s where our main churches 
are, our only community college, our shopping centers, our recreation department and every 
other business artery that’s there… The citizens want to know how we got here.”

Stating that citizens of the community call city hall to voice complaints several times a day. 
Mayor Starling when on to add, “It’s my understanding that the Fred 
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With only a few weeks before Jolly Ole Saint Nick makes 
his yearly flight around the world, Roseboro readies for his 
visit to Roseboro for their annual Christmas Parade Under the 
Lights.

Roseboro’s parade “Under the Lights” gives a unique experi-
ence to the community with its one hundred Christmas themed 
floats, cars, marching groups, and bands, shining brightly in 
the cover of night. The downtown parade with its thousands of 
lights shines even brighter and more extraordinary on a cold 
December night reminding all of the splendor and excitement 
of the season.

When asked about this year’s planned parade and the number 
of entries, Mayor Alice Butler stated, “We are excited about 
our 14th Annual Roseboro Christmas Parade and we are hop-
ing for great weather. We have many entries including danc-
ers, antique cars, fire trucks, motorcycles, clowns, and many 
floats from local churches, schools, and businesses. All three 
of our float winners from last year will be participating again 
this year: Roseboro Elementary School, Autryville Ladies 
Auxillary Fire Department, and Carolina Dance Company.” 

According to Mayor Butler, “This year the parade committee 
chose former mayors Roland Hall and David Alexander to be 
our co-grand marshals. Both men have a life of service to their 
nation and community. They both served in the military with 
distinction and then returned to their communities and contin-
ued their service locally as commissioners for our town and 
then as mayors.”

“Everyone seems to enjoy our parade,” noted Butler. “Citi-
zens always tell me it is their favorite parade because it is 
at night and it gets them in the Christmas spirit. We usually 
have a couple of thousand people attend. I appreciate all of the 
volunteers, sponsors, town employees, deputies, and firemen 
who help make this a great evening for Roseboro.”

Mayor Butler wanted to make sure to thank this year’s spon-
sors:
Bronze
Base Hit Auto Deals, LLC

A unique new ministry has galloped into Sampson County offering young women in 
high risk situations an opportunity to experience healing and a transformed life through 
a relationship with rescued horses and a loving community. Janice Fay’s Ranch, located 
at 1967 The Avenue in Clinton, NC aims to use rescued horses to teach positive values, 
leadership skills and life skills to young women as they shepherd youth through their 
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For by him [Jesus] 
all things were 
created: things 

in heaven and on 
earth, visible and 
invisible, whether 
thrones or powers 

or rulers or author-
ities; all things were 
created by him and 

for him.
Colossians 1:16
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And The Winners Are...
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GIRLS FIND HOPE AND HEALING 
THROUGH HORSE THERAPY

ALIVE AFTER FIVE PRESENTS 9th SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
 SPARE CHANGE TO KICK-OFF CONCERT SERIES

Does the thought of scrumptious food, community fellowship, dancing, awesome bands and live 
concerts sound like a winning combination?  If your answer is YES, then grab your neighbors 
and friends, your favorite lawn chair and get ready to party at one of our community’s most an-
ticipated events – the 2019 Alive After Five Summer Concert Series!

2019 ALIVE AFTER FIVE 
SEASON ANNOUNCED
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Chamber Awards Winners 
at 49th Annual Banquet

On Thursday evening, the Clinton Sampson Chamber 
of Commerce held their 49th Annual Chamber Ban-
quet at the Sampson County Expo Center.  Winners in 
three categories were announced:

KIDS ONLY PRESCHOOL- Small Business Excel-
lence
Lynn Sutton Webster graduated from East Carolina 
University with a Child Development degree and a 
dream of owning her own preschool.  In October,1981 
her dream became reality when Kids Only Preschool 
opened for business with a total of five children on the 
first day. Kids Only strives to provide a rich learning 
experience that encourages children’s natural curiosity 
and supports them to take risks that lead to new skill 
development.  The preschool setting provides a warm 
and nurturing environment where children feel safe, 
respected and cared for while learning occurs. Each 
child is taught to have a heart for learning and a love 
for God. Lynn is married to Terrell Webster and they 
have two daughters, Collynn and Zannah.  After grad-
uating from North Carolina State University in 2009, 
Collynn joined the family business. Terrell retired later 
that year and quickly found his place there as well. 
This was a busy year for the Webster family as they 
expanded the business to include Half-Day Preschool, 
After-School, and a Summer Program for School-age 
Children.  In 2011 Zannah graduated from Meredith 
College and joined the family to make their team com-
plete.  Today Kids Only serves families from Samp-
son, Duplin and Bladen Counties.

MATTHEW REGISTER- Entrepreneurial Success 
Award
Matthew Register and his wife Jessica opened South-
ern Smoke BBQ in 2014 in Garland, North Caroli-
na, carrying on a Eastern North Carolina tradition of 
smoking pork the old fashioned way – low and slow 
over an oak wood fire in their custom designed smok-
er, “Jezebel.” Register has appeared as a featured chef 
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Dubose Strapping took home first place in Flight One. Pictured are  Ray Persinger, JC Thom-
as, Chris Hall and Shawn Whitmore.

Annual traditions typically bring family and friend closer together each year. This year’s Sampson 
Classic Golf Tournament, created and hosted by the Sampson Community College Foundation 
does that but so much more. The 16th annual event invites golfers to tee off to raise funds that will 
help students at the college reach their goals and achieve their dreams. 

SCC President, Dr. Bill Starling says he has nothing but great memories of the event over the years. 
“It’s a great opportunity to have enjoy several hours within a foursome of golf, understanding that 
all the proceeds go toward the college’s student scholarship fund,” said Starling. “We look forward 
to seeing those who have participated since the inception of the tournament and, of course, new 
faces in the morning tee off.  Our thanks go to all those who make this possible with their gifts and 
to Lakewood Country Club for hosting us.”

“The Sampson Classic, played in memory of longtime friend of CLASSIC, see P. 3
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The Word became 
flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. 

We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, 
who came from the 
Father, full of grace 

and truth.
John 1:14
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Roseboro Christmas 
Parade- Under 

the Lights

DOT, see P. 4

Sampson Classic an 
SCC Tradition

During Tuesday night’s City Council meeting, Mayor Lew Starling voiced many of the 
concerns frustrating Clinton businesses and citizens over the issue of Hwy 24. With sever-
al members of the Department of Transportation, along with representatives from the Fred 
Smith Company and the NC Board of Transportation on hand to present an overview of work 
on Hwy 24, Mayor Starling rebuked the DOT and it’s handling of Hwy 24 with a some-
times-bristling reproach.

At issue for Starling and his constitutes was the length of the project, the safety of travelers, 
and the overall detriment to commerce along the Hwy 24 corridor. “This 1 mile stretch that 
we’re talking about is our main corridor,” explained Starling. “It’s where our main churches 
are, our only community college, our shopping centers, our recreation department and every 
other business artery that’s there… The citizens want to know how we got here.”

Stating that citizens of the community call city hall to voice complaints several times a day. 
Mayor Starling when on to add, “It’s my understanding that the Fred 
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With only a few weeks before Jolly Ole Saint Nick makes 
his yearly flight around the world, Roseboro readies for his 
visit to Roseboro for their annual Christmas Parade Under the 
Lights.

Roseboro’s parade “Under the Lights” gives a unique experi-
ence to the community with its one hundred Christmas themed 
floats, cars, marching groups, and bands, shining brightly in 
the cover of night. The downtown parade with its thousands of 
lights shines even brighter and more extraordinary on a cold 
December night reminding all of the splendor and excitement 
of the season.

When asked about this year’s planned parade and the number 
of entries, Mayor Alice Butler stated, “We are excited about 
our 14th Annual Roseboro Christmas Parade and we are hop-
ing for great weather. We have many entries including danc-
ers, antique cars, fire trucks, motorcycles, clowns, and many 
floats from local churches, schools, and businesses. All three 
of our float winners from last year will be participating again 
this year: Roseboro Elementary School, Autryville Ladies 
Auxillary Fire Department, and Carolina Dance Company.” 

According to Mayor Butler, “This year the parade committee 
chose former mayors Roland Hall and David Alexander to be 
our co-grand marshals. Both men have a life of service to their 
nation and community. They both served in the military with 
distinction and then returned to their communities and contin-
ued their service locally as commissioners for our town and 
then as mayors.”

“Everyone seems to enjoy our parade,” noted Butler. “Citi-
zens always tell me it is their favorite parade because it is 
at night and it gets them in the Christmas spirit. We usually 
have a couple of thousand people attend. I appreciate all of the 
volunteers, sponsors, town employees, deputies, and firemen 
who help make this a great evening for Roseboro.”

Mayor Butler wanted to make sure to thank this year’s spon-
sors:
Bronze
Base Hit Auto Deals, LLC BANQUET, see P. 3RANCH, see P. 3
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Preferred 
 Angus 

Bnls Chuck 
Roast

$3.79/lb

27.2oz Prairie 
FreshMarinated
Pork Loin Fillets

$3.99

Sanderson 
Farms Whole 

Chicken

$0.99/lb

Hormel Fully 
Cooked Meals

$4.99- 8oz Smithfield prime fresh sandwich meat $2.79
- 24oz Rogerwoof Lumberjack Smoked Sausage 

$2.99
- Qwaltney Meat Franks or Bologna 5/$5
- Stars Old Oak BBQ 2/$5
- Seabest 16oz 31/40ct Cooked Shrimp $6.99
- 1lb package Strawberries $2.99
- 5lb bag White Potatoes $2.99
- 12oz Kraft Sliced American Singles 2/$5

Preferred Angus 
Bone-in 
Ribeye

$7.99/lb

19oz 
Johnsonville
Bratwurst 

$3.99

12oz 
Qwaltney 

Bacon

$2.99

Fresh Boneless
Chicken 
Breast

$2.99/lb

Fresh Buy 
family pack

thin cut bone-in 
Pork Chops

$1.99/lb

Fresh Buy 
family pack 

thick cut bone-in 
Pork Chops

$1.79/lb
Garland
STORE HOURS:

7:00 am to 9:00pm Daily 
We Fill Propane Tanks!

20-100 lbs. at the
Garland Piggly Wiggly Location

Sale Date 3/06 to 3/12/19
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Samantha DiPinto, Matthew Register, Lynn Webster

CORONAVIRUS HELPFUL TIPS FROM THE CDC

A S S O C I A T I O N

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

wear a mask
You should wear a facemask when you are sick and you are 
around other people (e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) and before you 
enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask, 
then you should do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes.

To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov.

Week of  April 24-30, 2020

CORONAVIRUS HELPFUL TIPS FROM THE CDC

A S S O C I A T I O N

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

wear a mask
You should wear a facemask when you are sick and you are 
around other people (e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) and before you 
enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a facemask, 
then you should do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes.

To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov.
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Governor Roy Cooper and North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy 
K. Cohen, M.D. gave an update on the state’s current 
data, trends and vaccination progress as April 7 also 
marks the opening of vaccine eligibility for Group 5. 
This means anyone 16 years and older who wants a 
safe and effective COVID-19 vaccination is eligible 
to get one.

“We remain focused on getting people vaccinated as 
quickly and as equitably as possible and continuing 
to slow the spread of the virus,” said Governor Coo-
per. “The more people we vaccinate, the more we can 
safely do.”

North Carolina continues to focus on distributing 
vaccines quickly and equitably. To date, the state has 
administered over 5.2 million doses. 39 percent of 
those 18 and up is at least partially vaccinated, and 
26 percent of those 18 and up have been fully vacci-
nated. 

“These tested, safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines 
will help us get back in control of our lives and back 
to the people and places we love – like safely hugging 
a grandmother, traveling to see vaccinated family or 
friends, or having a potluck dinner with your vacci-
nated neighbors,” said Secretary Cohen.

State health officials are continuing to monitor the 
presence of COVID-19 and its more contagious vari-
ants in North Carolina, which is why it is important 
to continue to follow the state’s mask mandate and 
practice safety precautions, including the Three Ws—
wear a mask, wait 6 feet apart, and wash hands often. 

Dr. Cohen also provided an update on North Caroli-
na’s data and trends.

North Carolina’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

Eligibility Opens for 
All Adults on April 7

SCC Basic Law Enforcement 
Training Program Mourns 
Loss of Former Graduate

Sun

Arrest Reports
10-18  Tyrone Devon Anderson, 33; 612 
Creedmore Circle, Hope Mills; Order for 
Arrest-Possess Marijuana Paraphernalia; 
Order for Arrest- Harassing Phone Calls; 
Secured Bond $5,501; Court Date 11-14

10-18  Thomas B Jackson Jr., 45; 780 Wil-
liams Lake Rd., Roseboro; Warrant for Ar-
rest- Communicating Threats; No Bond; 
Court Date 10-30

10-19  Antonio Vicente Quirimo, 34; 2 
Counts: Possess Cocaine; Drug/Narcotic 
Violations; Drug Equipment Violations; 2 
Counts: Possess Drug Paraphernalia; Se-
cured Bond $35,000; Court Date 11-02

10-19  Eron Nico Rivera, 26; 4902 Easley 
Lane, Fayetteville; Fleeing to Elude Arrest 
with Motor Vehicle; Reckless Driving to 
Endanger; Speeding; 2 Counts: Injury to 
Personal Property; Trespass on Railroad 
right of way; Secured Bond $25,000; Court 
Date 11-02

10-19  Anita Gray, 41; 71 Love of Kids 
Lane, Roseboro; Failure to Appear- DWLR 
Not Impaired; Failure to Appear- Expired/
No Inspection; Failure to Appear- Expired 
Registration Card/Tag; Secured Bond 
$1,000; Court Date 11-19

10-19  Rachel McKoy, 32; 140 Gray’s 
Drive, Harrells; Resist, Delay, Obstruct; 
Court Date 11-07

10-19  Thomas Lee Bennett, 26; 140 Gray’s 
Dr., Harrells; Resist, Delay, Obstruct; No 
Bond; Court Date 11-07

10-19  Patrick Louis Williams, Northeast 
Blvd., Clinton; DUI

10-19  Thomas Bennett, 26; 140 Gray’s Dr., 
Harrells; Order for Arrest/Failure to Ap-
pear- DWLR Not Impaired Rev/Failure to 
Yield; Warrant for Arrest- Assault on a Fe-
male; Warrant for Arrest- Communicating 
Threats; Secured Bond $5,000; Court Date 
11-13

10-19  Cindy Herring Smith, 52; 801 Red 
Hill Church Rd., Clinton; Cyberstalking; 
Court Date 11-06

10-20  Danny Ray Rackley, 39; 216 Blair 
Lane, Clinton; Order for Arrest-Non Sup-
port; Court Date 10-23

10-20  Byron Russell Stasiewicz, 66; 5705 For-
est Lawn Ct., Raleigh; Speeding; Court Date 
11-27

10-20  Dayquan Romario Bell, 26; 168 Ruby 
Lane, Clinton; Expired Registration; Inspection 
Violation; Revoked Registration; Fail to Sur-
render Revoked Registration; No Insurance; 
Court Date 11-27

10-20  Dakota Rae Brady, 23; 268 B Freedom 
Rd., Smithfield; Failure to Display Registration 
Plate; Court Date 11-27

10-20  Annie Mae Brady, 24; 268 B Freedom 
Rd., Smithfield; Order for Arrest; Secured 
Bond $500; Court Date 11-01

10-20  Alberto Ventura Gallegos, 43; 4314 Ce-
dar Oak Lane, Shallotte; No Operator License; 
Expired Registration; Inspection Violation; All 
Other Offenses; Tint Violation; Court Date 11-
27

10-20  Darius Lee Howard, 30; 1929 Toma-
hawk Hwy., Harrells; Order for Arrest-Child 
Support; Court Date 11-14

10-20  Jeremy Leon Jackson, 42; 48 Wood Glen 
Lane, Dunn; Failure to Appear- Misdemeanor 
Larceny; Secured Bond $1,000; Court Date 11-
06

10-21  Carlos Jimenez Tenorio, 23; 1543 Fred 
Harrison Rd., Snow Hill; No Operators Li-
cense; Court Date 12-19

10-21  Edwin Otoniel Garcia-Perdomo, 27; 
73 RJ Lane, Clinton; 2 Counts: Identity Theft; 
Possess False ID; Secured Bond $10,000; Court 
Date 11-02

10-21  Willie James Smith, 37; 162 Longview 
Lake Rd., Garland; DVPO Violation; No Bond; 
Court Date 11-19

10-21  Damian James Porter, 18; 7880 Maxwell 
Rd., Autryville; Order for Arrest/Failure to Ap-
pear- Speeding; Order for Arrest/Failure to Ap-
pear- No Operators License; 2 Counts: Order 
for Arrest/Failure to Appear- Felony Probation 
Violation; Secured Bond $22,000; Court Date 
11-19

10-21  Demetrius Antoin Eason Jr., 19; 3851 
Old Mintz Hwy., Roseboro; Order for Arrest/
Failure to Appear- Attempt First Degree Bur-
glary; Secured Bond $50,000; Court Date 11-05

10-21  Christina Long Mccabe, 33; 108 Carroll 

Ave., Colonial Heights; Speeding; Court Date 11-
27

10-21  Robert Edward Holder, 55; 263 Jan St., 
Angier; Expired Registration; Failure to Have In-
spected; Court Date 11-27

10-21  Robert Miles Cornley, 31; 1761 Crumpler 
Mill Rd., Salemburg; Assault on a Female; No 
Bond; Court Date 11-13

10-21  Ronnie Lee Ritch, 39; 2171 Honrine Rd., 
Clinton; Failure to Appear- DWLR Not Impaired 
Rev; Failure to Appear- Cancel/Revoke/Suspend 
Certificate/Tag; Secured Bond $1,000; Court Date 
11-19
10-21  Jacob Stephen Sims, 28; 880 Baptist Chap-
el Rd., Autryville; Failure to Appear- Fail to Stop 
Sign/Flashing Red Light; Failure to Appear- No 
Operators License; Secured Bond $500; Court 
Date 11-13

10-22 Ashleigh Reed Bowden, 20; 1164 Wiggins 
Rd., Clinton; No Operators License; Court Date 
12-19

10-22  Lorenzo Mario Imes, 37; 8443 Ivanhoe 
Rd., Harrells; 2 Counts: Order for Arrest Urinate 
in Public; Order for Arrest Trespassing; Secured 
Bond $500; Court Date 11-05

10-22  Derick Bryan, 49; 167 Wards Dr., Warsaw; 
Order for Arrest/Failure to Comply with Monies; 
Court Date 11-08

10-22  Eliceo Santizo Velasquez, 30; 188 Pumpkin 
Lane, Turkey; Failure to Appear- No Operators Li-
cense; Secured Bond $500; Court Date 11-14

10-23  Christopher Lynn Watson, 41; 235 Gibbs 
Rd., Garland; Simple Assault; Unauthorized Use 
of Motor Vehicle; No Bond; Court Date 11-20

10-24  Joe Efrain Medina, 30; 3123 Beamon 
Woods Rd., Clinton; Order for Arrest; Failure to 
Appear- Misdemeanor Probation Violation; Se-
cured Bond $500; Court Date 11-19

10-24  Michael Moore, 46; 414 Lenon St., Rose-
boro; Order for Arrest; Secured Bond $1,000; 
Court Date 11-19

10-24  Jessie Danzig Robinson, 24; 441 Murphy 
Rd., Clinton; Second Degree Trespass; Secured 
Bond $500; Court Date 11-13

10-24  Joshua Ryan Autry, 22; 441 Murphy Rd., 
Clinton; Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle; Se-
cured Bond $500; Court Date 11-21

10-24  Michelle Henderson, 22; 7730 Rose-
boro Hwy., Roseboro; Fail to Store Firearm 
to Protect Minor; Unsecured Bond $2,500; 
Court Date 10-30

Incident/Investigation Reports
10-18  Jim Greeniee reported the Theft from 
his Building located at 2212 Boren Brick 
Road, Roseboro. Items reported missing 
included a lathe, firearms, tree climber deer 
stands, lock in tree stand, climbing rope, 
lathe tool, rims and tires.

10-18 Shannon Eldridge reported a Break-
ing and Entering located at 308 Lorraine 
Rd., Clinton. Item reported missing a TV.

10-19  Lucas Torres reported a Burglary 
located at 451 Mount Elam Church Rd., 
Roseboro. Items reported missing included 
a tool box, assorted impact wrenches and 
an air compressor.

10-21  Armando Figueroa reported a Bur-
glary located at 108 Corinth Church Rd., 
Salemburg. Items reported missing includ-
ed shoes, laptop, smart watch, cell phone; 
Xbox One and games. 

10-22  Jonathan Gregory reported the Lar-
ceny of a Lawn Mower located at 5401 
Plain View Hwy., Dunn.

10-22  James Royal reported a Burglary 
located at 13295 Hobbton Hwy., Newton 
Grove. Items reported missing two laptop 
computers and a firearm.

10-23  Abbie Matthews reported the Larce-
ny of US Currency located at 15274 Spiv-
eys Corner Hwy., Newton Grove.

10-24  Aaron Tyndall reported a Larceny 
located at 6500 Maxwell Rd., Autryville. 
Items reported missing included chainsaws 
with carrying case, blower, weed eaters and 
fuel.

10-24  Eric Cukrowics reported a Burglary 
located at 300 Jones St., Salemburg. Items 
reported missing include a three TVs, 12 
inch speaker, radios, Xbox 360 with con-
trollers and surge protector.

* The Crime Report is provided by 
the Sampson County Sheriff’s 

Office and the Clinton City 
Police Department.  
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CRIME

Deaths
-Nina Ray Faison
-Willie Lee Guy
-James Jefferson Jr
-Kaleef Jonathan Johnson
-Nathan Lewis Melvin
-Annie Delores McRorie
-Carrie Inez McClenny

Marriage Certificates
-Dillon Tyler Morrison to Elizabeth Hernandez
-Timothy Steven Ringo to Erin Alicia Templin
-Matthew John Moore to Morgan Brooke Lee
-Juan Bautista Camacho Jr to Debbie Ann Wallace
-Justin Randall Williford to Tyler Brooke Faircloth
-Aaron Samuel Bullard to Emily Caroline Wrench
-Samuel Justin Myers to Hannah Marie Holtz

Land Transfers
-CR 2018 LLC, Victor Naar/MGR to Karen Ann Bahler- Tract 2 2.33 Acres South River
-Eunice H Lee, Harvey R Lee, Siobhan Lee to Department of Transportation- Lot 2 0.65 
Acres South Clinton
-Willie Jamey Thompson to Gary L Jones- 2 Tracts Little Coharie
-Lee Ann Barefoot, Randall N Barefoot, Eric D Barefoot, Sharon R Barefoot to Bryan K 
Hall- Lot 4 Tract 2 Coharie Inc Land South Clinton
-Linda C Matthis, Stephen Christopher Matthis to Abel De Jesus Santiago Almodovar, 
Diana Lizeth Almodovar Garcia- 2 Tracts Belvoir
-Covington & Shaw LLC, Terrace Miller/MBR to Marie Pierre, Michelet Pierre- Lots A
& B North Clinton
-Nadine S Carter Peoples to David Mark Tyndall, Judy C Tyndall- 8.0 Acres Lisbon

-Virginia K Herring to Radny Dale Finnicum, Betty Jean Hart- 2 Tracts North Clinton
-William Roderick Burgess Jr to Cheryl Butler Burgess, Cheryl Butler Lambert- 2 Tracts 
Little Coharie
-JOHCHE LLC to David Allen Watkins, Sylvia Kay Watkins- Lot 3 1.51 Acres
-David Charles Schulte, Windy G Schulte to Jason M Guerin- Lot South Clinton
-Wanda P Norris to Matina Fuentes, Jesus Eliu Fuentes Morales- Lot 2 Dismal
-Alfredo DiPinto, Samantha Monroe DiPinto to Mattie Geraldine Monroe- 9 Lots
-Carol Lynette Honeycutt, James Steven Honeycutt to Donald Keith Carter, Pamela J 
Carter- 2 Tracts Honeycutt
-Karen Lucas Faircloth to Karen Lucas Faircloth, Gregory Gene Yarborough- 5.31 
Acres Little Coharie
-Covington & Shaw LLC, Terrace Mille/MGR/MBR to Martine Saint Elyse- Lot 22 
Miry Creek Subdivision North Clinton
-Sara Hobbs Graham, Graham Hobbs III, Nancy S Hobbs to Brenda Ann Hargrove, 
James Richard Hargrove- Tract 5 1.10 Acres Halls
-Branch Banking & Trust Company to Alejandro Panuco Lozano- 0.45 Acres
-McCullen Downtown LLC to Sampson Partners Inc- Lots 16 & 17 North Clinton
-Lee Ann Barefoot, Randall N Barefoot to Emily Rachel Carter, Timothy Lee Carter- 
Lot 2 Block E in the Underwood-Carter Subdivision North Clinton
-GCSG Investments LTD to PJF Capital LLC- 0.46 Acres
-Felicia M Perry to Chanequa Williams- Lot 3 0.44 Acres North Clinton
-Craftsmen Construction/DBA, Danny E Norris, Oan L Norris to Cindy McCombs 
Parks, Mark Todd Parks- Lot 35 Pinecroft Subdivision Plainview
-Ditech Financial LLC Successor in Interest, Green Tree Servicing LLC to Scott David 
White, Toniann White- 0.77 Acres Lot 4 North Clinton
-Thornton Homes Co to Fred Clifton Warren, Sharon C Warren- Lot 27 10.01 Acres 
McDaniels
-Kathy Abigail R Mitchell/WATA, Kathleen Royal Moore, Larry Wayne Moore, Larry 
Allen Royal, Marie Morrison Royal to Amanda Nicole Fann, Bruce Fann- Lot Honeycutt
-Sunrise Properties & Rentals LLC, Jimmy Tyndall/MBR/MGR to Indiebelle Simpson- 
0.71 Acres Mingo
-Nadia Yazmin Barrera, Juan G Ramirez to Erika Romero Navarro, Laura Elena Romero 
Navarro- Lot 3 2.00 Acres Little Coharie

-Mitchell Drew Rivenbark
-Wanona Jane Strickland
-Shannon Elise Spears
-Emma Lee Treadwell
-Virginia Treadwell
-Henry Franklin Vann
-Rhonda Gayle Whitaker
-Florence Elizabeth Warren
-Lila Williams

Special $995.00 Installed
Trusted Protection - Surveillance Systems with NO Monthly Fees!!

Includes: 8 Channel Surveillance DVR, 4 HD 1080P indoor/outdoor Cameras with Infrared Night 
Vision, Easy Mobile Monitoring on your Tablet or Smart Phone, 1 TB-Hard Drive

Includes System and Installation, each camera for installation will be 60 feet from DVR unit, additional charges will apply to 
cameras installed further than 60 feet from DVR unit. Call for a free estimate today (910)549-8130

Eagle Eyes
Surveillance System

Call (252) 373-6372 Today

LET EAGLE EYES HELP YOU PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY AND POSSESSIONS!

Do you remember the days when gas was less than 
a dollar and you never even locked your doors at 

night. Those days are long gone.

 So protect your hard earned investments, with a 
Eagle Eyes Home Surveillance System. System start 
at as low as $499.00 installed, with no monthly fees.

Eagle Two System
Record from and Manage 

Up to 4 Cameras
720p Recording Resolution 

per Camera
Preinstalled 1TB HDD

Go to www.eagleeyessecsys.com to register to win a 2 camera system with HDD or Call Today (252) 373-6372

$499.00
Installed

Eagle Four System
Record from and Manage 

Up to 4 Cameras
720p Recording Resolution per 

CameraPreinstalled 
1TB HDD

$699.00
Installed

Eagle Six System
Record from and Manage 

Up to 8 Cameras
1080p Recording Resolution per Camera

Preinstalled 2TB HDD
H.264 Dual Streaming Compression

$899.00
Installed

Eagle Eight System
3MP Recording Resolution per Camera

Preinstalled 2TB HDD
H.264 Dual Streaming Compression

8 3.6mm 3MP Outdoor 
Bullet Cameras

$1099.00
Installed

Call Today (910) 549-8130

In Loving Memory of Officer Brent Hall
EOW 4/3/21  #503

Praying for the Family that God gives you Peace and 
Comfort during this difficult time

HALL,  see P. 3

GOVERNOR,  see P. 3

Hwy 421 Rest Area
Now Open

At the Sampson County Board of Commissioners meeting that was held Monday 
night, Chad Kimes, NCDOT Division Engineer, said that the NC Hwy 421 Rest 
Area located near Taylor’s Bridge would be re-opening Tuesday morning.  The 
opening will be seasonal from April-October, 24 hours per day.  There will also be 
staff on grounds 5 days a week, 8 hours a day at a cost annually of $50,000.  

In a press release received on Tuesday, the DOT stated:
“A Sampson County rest area is scheduled to open this week and will remain open 
through the fall.
The rest area located on the northbound side of U.S. 421, about 10 miles south of 

REST,  see P. 4

Hall photographed with his Basic Law Enforcement Training class around 2015. 
(Courtesy Photo)
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MERCER BUSINESS SERVICES

CJ Mercer

•

312 College Street, Suite D
Clinton, NC • (910) 299-0690

Owner 

cj@mercerbusinessservice.com

From the Desk of 
Senator Brent Jackson

Dear Friend of Senate District 10,

Yesterday, my office filed the North Carolina Farm Act of 2021 (S.B. 605). The bill has 
a total of thirteen sections:

Section 1 – Makes technical changes to the state’s Voluntary Ag Districts including 
local oversight adjustments and minimum requirements

Section 2 – Allows the waiving of a trial requirement for state forest rule violations

Section 3 – Exempts certain fires from existing burning laws

Section 4 – Modifies and clarifies overtime compensation for certain employees of the 
NC Forest Service

Section 5 – Adjusts punishment for timber larceny and penalties for damaging of timber 
or other agricultural commodities

Section 6 – Requires wood load tickets to be provided to certain wood product pur-
chases

Section 7 – Technical change to NC Department of Agriculture law enforcement stat-
utes

Section 8 – Requires electronic records for NC Department of Agriculture record audits

Section 9 – Increases allowable administrative expenses of the NC Tobacco Trust Fund 
Commission from $350,000 to $375,000.

Section 10 – Designates the NC Department of Agriculture as responsible for the de-
sign, construction, or renovation of the Department’s buildings and property

Section 11 – Directs the creation of a new General Permit for farms with Anaerobic 
Digester systems

Section 12 – Clarifies the expiration of driver’s licenses issues to H-2A farmworkers to 
be three years after issuance

Section 13 – Severability and effective date

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can assist you in any way possible.

Legislative Recap- S.B. 580
Senate Bill 580 was filed yesterday and is quite brief. The bill is primarily technical and 
changes an effective date for Title V permit fees. While bills like this may be short, the 
General Assembly passes a number of technical changes that keep the state operating 
smoothly. Without certain technical changes to adapt to practical circumstances, there 
may be confusion or conflict in the law. Our office is responsible for helping manage 
both the budget process and our annual Farm Act which are huge endeavors. In both 
cases, we have to constantly check up on the language to make sure it is clear and up to 
date. And we will pass bills often that contain one or many of these technical changes.

From the District- Carr Retires from Sheriff’s Office

Julian Carr retired from the Sampson County Sher-
iff’s Office at the end of January, and his badge 
and gun were recently presented to him by Sheriff 
Jimmy Thornton. It officially brought to a close a 
more than quarter-century law enforcement career 
for which Carr attests he is thankful to have worked 
with his peers and for the citizens.

When anyone retires from the Sheriff’s Office, they 
decide whether or not to give them their badge and 
gun. Carr said he feels indebted to the sheriff for 
making the decision to send him home with his 
badge and gun.

Carr stated that Thornton has been a guiding light 
for the Sheriff’s Office over the years and along the 

way he has brought a passion and humility that inspires everyone.

Carr’s retirement brings to a close a career that began in January 1996. Prior to the Sher-
iff’s Office, he worked for the Clinton Police Department. Raised in Tomahawk, Carr 

graduated from Union High School in 1984, raised in the southern end of Sampson.

Carr pretended he was a cop while in high school and instead went into the Army first. 
Once he retired from the Army, he still had the desire to serve in a uniform and serve 
his county — leading him to become a police officer. He joined the BLET program, 
which he said was a tough one.

The retired officer knows that the laws are constantly changing and after over 25 
years, he was just at the age where he could retire.

His favorite part of the job was helping people.

Carr’s only hope is that he never disappointed anyone. There were times where he 
didn’t always have the answer for people but he said he just hopes that they didn’t take 
that as a disappointment. He at least tried to help everyone.

Carr admitted that there were some tears on his last day. He stated that people who 
work together for that long develop familial relationships so it was like he was leaving 
his family. He took a lot of pride in his job and still looks at what he’s accomplished, 
but was in no shape or form happy about leaving his family and friends behind at the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Carr is married to the love of his life, Jeanie Carr. They have two sons, Jeremy and 
Cameron. They have been together for almost 27 years.

District Spotlight- Powell Named Coach of the Year

Lakewood head basketball coach Brandon Powell was selected as the 2020-2021 
Sampson County Sports Club Coach of the Year for Men’s Basketball. The Leopards 
went 10-4 this season and reached the NCHSAA 1A Playoffs. This is Powell’s third 
year at the helm of Lakewood and each year since the Leopards have gradually im-
proved.

Powell displayed a great level of gratitude and humility when expressing the honor he 
felt of accepting this award. First and foremost, Powell made sure to honor his players 
and their family in thanking them.

Taking a spot on his roster was Sampson County Player of the Year, Kaleb James. Be-
ing just a sophomore, James and his contributions return this winter when the Leop-
ards reload and prepare to do it all over again. Just three seniors graduate from the 
successes of this team, so it goes without saying that the future is bright for Lakewood 
Basketball.

Did You Know? - NC History and Fun Fact
Did you know that Wendell H. Murphy Football Center at NC State was named 
after NC State Senator Wendell Murphy of Rose Hill?

Wendell H. Murphy was born in Rose Hill, North Carolina. In 1960, Senator Murphy 
received a B.S. in agriculture from North Carolina State University. After graduating 
from college, Senator Murphy became an agriculture teacher, but soon Wendell and 
his dad, Holmes Murphy, opened a feeding manufacturing operation. The operation 
started in 1964 with area farmers in open lots. By 1979, Senator and Holmes Murphy 
had started sow and farrowing operations as well. The business is now known as Mur-
phy Family Ventures and is a contract grower for Smithfield Foods.

In 1983, Senator Murphy was elected to the North Carolina House of Representatives 
as a Democrat. He represented North Carolina’s tenth district until 1988. He was then 
elected to the North Carolina Senate where he served until 1992. During this time, 
Senator Murphy received a lot of attention for his work in politics including the Tar 
Heel of the Week Award by The News & Observer in May 1987 and the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine in 1988.

While in politics, Senator Murphy also helped with North Carolina State University 
athletics. He was a member of the Centennial Authority, which helped develop the 
RBC Center, the home for NC State Wolfpack men’s basketball along with the Car-
olina Hurricanes and Carolina Cobras. In 1987, while serving as senator, Murphy 
sponsored legislation that gave $1.5 million for the initial planning of the RBC Center. 
Senator Murphy then kept working to get funding to the stadium until he eventually 
got $22 million donated to the project. For his work with North Carolina State Uni-
versity athletics, the Wendell H. Murphy Football Center was named after Senator 
Murphy in 2003.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your representative in the North Carolina Sen-
ate.  I read every email that comes to my legislative account and I encourage you to 
reach out to me with your thoughts and concerns.  If you would like to stay informed 
of my actions in the legislature, I encourage you to friend me on Facebook and/or 
follow me on Twitter.

TO ADVERTISE
Call (910)590-6086

or email us at info@the
sampsonweekly.com
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Trajectory in COVID-Like Illness (CLI) Surveillance Over 14 Days
-North Carolina’s syndromic surveillance trend for COVID-like illness is decreas-
ing.

Trajectory of Confirmed Cases Over 14 Days
-North Carolina’s trajectory of cases is level.

Trajectory in Percent of Tests Returning Positive Over 14 Days
-North Carolina’s trajectory in percent of tests returning positive is level.

Trajectory in Hospitalizations Over 14 Days
-North Carolina’s trajectory of hospitalizations is level.

In addition to these metrics, the state continues building capacity to adequately re-
spond to an increase in virus spread in testing, tracing and prevention.

Training program and several former recruits and instructors, who remembered 
Hall. Hall, a graduate of the 2015 Fall Night Academy, has been remembered by 
instructors and classmates as a smiling face and a ball of energy. 
 
From the moment he stepped on campus to begin the BLET program, instructors 
and classmates share the same memory — Hall was excited to serve his communi-
ty. Classmates say he was the type of friend and officer to go out of his way to help. 
 
Detective Cardiellea Barksdale with the Wilmington Police Department, Hall’s 
BLET classmate, remembered what Hall called “the good ole’ days.”
 
“It’s crazy to think that it only took eight months for a group of strangers to become 
brothers and sisters for a lifetime…When I think of the laughs, joking, bickering, 
and stressing we all did, I can’t help but smile,” Barksdale shared.
 
To his instructors, Hall’s desire to serve the community he loved was evident from 
day one of his training until well after he graduated from the program. Jennifer 
Wiley, Former Department Chair of Criminal Justice Technology at SCC, says 
Hall was a determined student.
 
Other instructors, like BLET Director Anthony Davis, trained Hall as a BLET re-
cruit, then went on to watch him grow as an officer at the Clinton Police Depart-
ment. Davis believed Hall would encourage his fellow officers to be selfless and 
put others first; he says that’s who Hall was.
 
“Brent touched so many lives in Sampson County and was truly the definition of 
a public servant. He would go out of his way to serve those within the community 
because he truly cared about them. Brent simply loved being a police officer,” 
Davis shared. 
 
Corporal Tyler Williams of the Clinton Police Department worked with Hall at the 
Clinton Police Department and completed BLET with him before that. Williams 
not only worked with Williams at Clinton, but they were members of the same 
squad, meaning they worked together nearly every day. 
 
“Brent was always smiling and full of joy and was always there if you needed 
anything. He was the type of person that if I called him at any time and needed 
something, he would drop what he was doing and be on his way to help me,” Wil-
liams remembered. “He always made each shift at work fun and if any of us were 
in a bad mood it wouldn’t take long, and he would have us laughing.”
 
It is obvious that to the friends, instructors, and classmates that he encountered 
during his time as a Basic Law Enforcement recruit at Sampson Community Col-
lege, Officer Brent Hall lit up any room he entered. He will be remembered as a 
willing servant and an energetic companion. 

“Words simply can’t describe the pain, anger, and frustration as we all search for 
understanding of such a tragic loss. As we move forward, I believe that Brent 
would tell us the following: put others before yourself, have a big heart, extend 
kindness to everyone you encounter, and love unconditionally. Because that is who 
Brent was and will continue to be for so many that he touched throughout his life 
and career as a law enforcement officer”, BLET Director Anthony Davis. 

HALL, cont. from P. 1

In Loving Memory of Officer Brent Hall
EOW 4/3/21  #503

Praying for the Family that God gives you Peace and 
Comfort during this difficult time

On Friday, Newton Grove Police Officer Brent Hall was laid to rest.  A Memorial 
Service was held at 2pm at the Sampson County Agri-Exp Center in Clinton.  
Thousands of people turned out to show their love and respect for Officer Hall 
and his family.  At 11am Friday morning, a funeral prosession led by the NC 
Trooper’s Association Caisson Unit along with multiple law enforcement and first 
responder vehicles traveled through downtown Newton Grove, around the traffic 
circle so citizens could pay their last respects to a fallen hero and public servant.  
Officer Hall was the real deal and he will be missed. 
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CRIME REPORTS
04-01  Donzel Decil Crawford, 29, Golds-
boro.  Possess Marijuana, Possess Drug 
Paraphernalia.  Bond $500.  Trial Date 05-
18-21
04-01  Jayden Edenfield, 20, Goldsboro.  
Possess Marijuana.  Bond $250.  Trial 
Date 05-18-21
04-02  Joshua William Corbett, 22, Clin-
ton.  Possess Marijuana.  Trial Date 04-02-
21
04-02  Dustin OBryan Edwards, 25, Clin-
ton.  Flee/Elude Arrest, DWLR, Reckless 
Driving to Endanger, Speeding, Hit/Run 
Fail to Stop Property Damage, Resist Ob-
struct Delay, Fictitious Registration Plate, 

Operate Vehicle Without Insurance, Possess 
Marijuana, Fail to Stop Sign.  Bond $175000.  
Trial Date 09-03-21
04-02  Taliyah Monique Owens, 19, Fayette-
ville. Possess Marijuana, Possess Drug Para-
phernalia, No Operators License.  Trial Date 
06-07-21
04-04  Marcus Darrell Underwood, 46, Clin-
ton.  Domestic Assault.  Trial Date 06-07-21
04-05  Jessica Renae Nicholson, 36, Spring 
Lake.  Att Obtain Property by False Pretense, 
Uttering Forged Endorsement.  Bond $4500.  
Trial Date 04-16-21
04-05  Nygil Elimin Watkins, 21, Clinton.  
Possession With Intent to Sell and Deliver 
Marijuana, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.  

Bond $5000.  Trial Date 04-16-21
04-05  Julisa Rene Williams, 30, Roseboro.  CS-
Fail to Return Rental Property.  Trial Date 06-
15-21
04-07  Earl Henry Stokes, 37, Fayetteville.  Do-
mestic Trespass.  Trial Date 06-28-21

INCIDENT REPORTS
04-01  James Register reported Shooting into 
an Occupied Dwelling- damage to windows and 
walls $300.
04-04  Friendship Used Clothing reported De-
struction/Damage/Vandalism of Property- pad 
lock $10.
04-05  Allan Young reported Larceny of bicycles 
$250.

04-05  Faith Howell reported Larceny of 
Xbox $400, Xbox games $170, control-
lers $90, charging station $65.
04-06  Regina Sessoms reported Larceny 
of bicycles $69, $75.

* The Crime Report is 
provided by the Sampson 
County Sheriff’s Office 

and the Clinton City Police 
Department.
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Believe Achieve
Tarheel ChalleNGe offers young
men and women the opportunity

to believe in themselves and
therefore achieve in life.

To dream is to wish.
To believe is to know.

To achieve is to realize that dream!

Tarheel ChalleNGe
PO Box 39  •  600 N. Main Street
Salemburg, NC  •  910-525-5520

www.ngycp.org

Jacqueline is the the daughter of Barbara Murphy 
of Harrells NC and the late Henry Lee Murphy and 

the Grandaughter of the late Queen Murphy Fennell 
of Harrells, NC 

CRIME  REPORT

Clinton, will reopen this afternoon. It has been closed since Jan. 31, 2020.

The rest area will be open to travelers April through October, staffed 8 hours a day 
and open to the public 24 hours a day. This will be the first time this rest area operates 
seasonally, accommodating peak travel season.

Rest areas give motorists the opportunity to take a convenient, brief stop and provide 
easy roadside access to public restrooms.

For real-time travel information, visit DriveNC.gov or follow NCDOT on social me-
dia.”

EVERY SATURDAY
(WEATHER PERMITTING) 10AM-4PM

Come on by whether you are 
looking to get rid of some 
clutter or if you are in the 
market for some good finds! 

Want to participate? Give us 
a call for more information 
and be sure to bring a table 
to display your items on! 
This is a free event to attend 
every Saturday, so don’t 
miss out on a chance for 
some great deals and the 
opportunity to tour some 
of our amazing homes at 
Clayton Homes of Clinton! 

LISTEN TO WCLN 1170 FOR
THE COUNTRY STORE

With Nicole Nelson
Monday - Friday
 1:OO pm - 2:30

You Can
Buy
Sell

or Trade
Just Call 592-1170, And Listen to 1170 on Your AM

Dial, Channel 16 StarVision or the Internet
www.oldies1170 .com

UPCOMING COVID-19 
VACCINATION LOCATIONS

COVID-19 TESTING REPORT FOR APRIL 8, 2021
Total Number of Tests Reported to Date: 20,193
Positive Test Results: 7,658 (44 additional from 4/6 report)
Negative Test Results: 12,535
COVID Reported Deaths to Date: 103 (no additional from 4/6 report)

The Sampson County Health Department has several vaccination opportunities already 
scheduled for April. For each event, first dose vaccinations are available for those 18 
and older who have not had any vaccine within 14 days of the event.

Wednesday, April 14 – Drive Thru Event (8 am – 12 pm) First and Second Doses
Union High School, 1189 Kader Merritt Road, Rose Hill, NC

Saturday, April 17 – Drive Thru Event (8 am – 12 pm)
Royal Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 7660 Ivanhoe Road, Ivanhoe NC

Wednesday, April 21 – Drive Thru Event (9am – 4 pm) First and Second Doses
Sampson County Expo Center, 414 Warsaw Road, Clinton

Vaccinations may also be available by appointment at the Sampson County Health De-
partment. To make an appointment, please call (910) 490-1056 or (910) 592-1131 ext. 
4001. Appointment times are limited and are subject to vaccine availability. 
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Strawberry Season Begins

April signals the start of strawberry season in North Carolina, and local grow-
ers are optimistic about the 2021 season and anticipate a crop that should last 
through Memorial Day.

“The recent hard frost kept strawberry growers busy protecting the plants’ tender 
blooms, but farmers have reported that those efforts seem to have been successful 
and consumers will be able to find local berries,” said Agriculture Commissioner 

Steve Troxler. “I enjoy seeing fresh North Carolina strawberries at pick-your-
own farms, roadside stands, farmers markets and grocery stores. I know they will 
be the freshest and best tasting berries available.”

The N.C. Strawberry Association provides a listing of you-pick strawberry farms 
with contact information at www.ncstrawberry.com/farm-locator.

North Carolina ranks fourth nationally in strawberry production, growing 1,100 
acres of strawberries annually.

Last year, the strawberry season began around the time the first COVID-19 case 
was diagnosed in North Carolina. Growers responded by taking additional mea-
sures to protect employees and consumers, including installing additional hand 
washing stations; providing hand sanitizers for employees and customers; requir-
ing employees to wear disposable gloves while handling produce; and ensuring 
sick employees stay home.

In addition, several pick-your-own farms encouraged social distancing by limit-
ing the number of rows that could be picked and limiting groups to 10 people or 
less. Many strawberry farms are continuing the practices started last year for this 
season.

The N.C. Strawberry Association will host two contests on its Facebook page, 
@NCStrawberry. A recipe contest and a strawberry photo contest will be held 
during the strawberry season, and winners will receive a prize. Visit the associa-
tion’s Facebook page to enter the contests, beginning April 15.

FSA Accepting CFAP 2 
Applications Beginning April 5

USDA Announces Funding Available to Organizations to Assist Socially Disadvan-
taged Farmers and Ranchers under Pandemic Assistance for Producers Initiative

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today an-
nounced the availability of $2 million to establish partnerships with organizations to 
provide outreach and technical assistance to socially disadvantaged farmers and ranch-
ers. The funding was made possible by USDA’s new Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
initiative, an effort to distribute resources more broadly and to put greater emphasis 
on outreach to small and socially disadvantaged producers impacted by the pandem-
ic. Today also marks the reopening of FSA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 
(CFAP 2) signup as part of the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Farmers 
and ranchers will have at least 60 days to apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 
2 applications.

Cooperative Agreements

The cooperative agreements will support participation in programs offered by FSA, in-
cluding those that are part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. In-
terested organizations must submit proposals by May 5, 2021.

“USDA is committed to making financial assistance available to a broader set of pro-
ducers, including to socially disadvantaged communities, and we know that we need 
partners to help make that happen,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “This 
funding will support grassroots organizations and public institutions as we support their 
producers. I am excited to see their innovative, results-driven proposals to help us reach 
our producers, especially those who have not taken full advantage of the available as-
sistance.”  

Outreach and technical assistance cooperative agreements support projects that:
• Increase access and participation of socially disadvantaged applicants in FSA 
programs and services. 
• Improve technical assistance for socially disadvantaged applicants related to 
county committees focused on urban agriculture as well as FSA programs, including 
loan, disaster assistance, conservation and safety-net programs.

FSA will prioritize review of proposals that support outreach on CFAP 2. To ensure 
effective outreach during the signup period for CFAP 2, these applications will be re-
viewed immediately following the submission deadline for prioritized approval and 
project initiation.  

This funding opportunity is available to non-profits having a 501(c)(3) status with the 
Internal Revenue Service (other than institutions of higher education), Federally recog-
nized Native American tribal governments, Native American tribal organizations (other 
than Federally recognized tribal governments), and public and state-controlled institu-
tions of higher education, including 1890 land grant institutions and 1994 tribal land-
grant colleges and universities. 

Awards will range from $20,000 to $99,999 for a duration between six months and one 
year. Applications focusing primarily on CFAP 2 will be expedited.  For other proposals, 
FSA anticipates announcing or notifying successful and unsuccessful applicants by June 
20, 2021 and expects to have Federal awards in place by September 1, 2021.

For more information, view the cooperative agreement opportunity on grants.gov (No. 
USDA-FSA-MULTI-21-NOFO0001104) or visit fsa.usda.gov/cooperativeagreements. 

Reopening of CFAP 2

CFAP 2 provides financial assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased 
marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. Eligible commodities include 
specialty crops, livestock, dairy, row crops, aquaculture, floriculture and nursery crops. 

The initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA will reopen sign-up for 
CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning today. Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eli-
gible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and structure and additional 
program resources.

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online ap-
plication portal and by working directly with the FSA office at their local USDA Service 
Center. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can 
call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 
This is a recommended first step before a producer engages with the team at the FSA 
county office.

Additional CFAP Actions

USDA will also finalize routine decisions and minor formula adjustments on applica-
tions and begin processing payments for certain applications filed as part of the CFAP 
Additional Assistance. The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, enacted December 
2020 requires FSA to make certain payments to producers according to a mandated 
formula. 

While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service 
Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. Ad-
ditionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

About Pandemic Assistance for Producers

Today’s announcement supports USDA’s efforts to bring financial assistance to farmers, 
ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 market disruptions. The new 
initiative—USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers—will reach a broader set of pro-
ducers than in previous COVID-19 aid programs. USDA is dedicating at least $6 billion 
toward the new programs. The Department will also develop rules for new programs that 
will put a greater emphasis on outreach to small and socially disadvantaged producers, 
specialty crop and organic producers, and timber harvesters, as well as provide support 
for the food supply chain and producers of renewable fuel, among others. For more in-
formation, visit farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the 
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a 
greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all 
producers, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building 
new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food 
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by remov-
ing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.
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CONDITIONS 101
What is keratoconus?

Keratoconus is an eye
disorder where the cor-
nea— the clear surface on
the front of the eye— thins
and gradually bulges out
into a cone shape, which
can cause blurred vision
and light sensitivity.
Though keratoconus

often affects both eyes, it
usually affects oneworse
than the other. The con-
dition generally starts to
affect people between
the ages of 10 and 25, and
may continue to slowly
progress for another
10 years or longer.
According to theMayo

Clinic: “In the early stages
of keratoconus, youmight
be able to correct vision
problemswith glasses or
soft contact lenses. Later,
youmay have to be fit-
tedwith rigid, gas per-
meable contact lenses or
other types of lenses, such
as scleral lenses. If your
condition progresses to an
advanced stage, youmay
need a cornea transplant. A
new treatment called cor-
neal collagen cross-linking
may help to slow or stop
keratoconus from pro-
gressing, possibly prevent-
ing the need for a future
cornea transplant. This
treatmentmay be offered
in addition to the vision
correction options above.”
TheMayo Clinic recom-

mends seeing an ophthal-
mologist or optometrist
if you notice your eye-
sight rapidly worsening,
which can be caused by
astigmatism— an irregu-
lar curvature of the eye.
Your eye doctormay look
for signs of keratoconus
during routine exams.
The following factors

may increase your risk
developing keratoconus:
• Having a family his-

tory of keratoconus.
• Rubbing your

eyes vigorously.
• Having certain condi-

tions, such as retinitis pig-
mentosa, Down syndrome,
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome,
hay fever and asthma.

HEALTH STAT
7.7

According to the CDC,
7.7% of adults 18 and over
currently have asthma.

NUTRITION STATION
These things can make your
green tea even healthier

Green tea can provide a
gentle boost of energy in
themorningwithout the
jitters of coffee. Here’s
how Eat This, Not That
suggests adding to your
daily cup tomake it even
healthier and tastier:
“Try adding a little fresh

ginger, a drizzle of honey,
a lemonwedge, andmaybe
even a sprinkle of turmeric
to your piping hot cup of
tea. Not only will these
ingredients liven up your
cup of green tea, but they
may also help improve
your digestion. Ginger,
like turmeric, has anti-
inflammatory properties,
which can havemedicinal
effects on the body. It also
can help reduce feelings of
nausea and even help with
treating chronic indiges-
tion. Not tomention,
ginger can help reduce the
frequency of acid reflux, as
it helps to prevent stomach
acid from flowing back up
into your esophagus.”

More Content Now

MarloAlleva
Lakeland Ledger
USATODAYNETWORK

Ourmove today
is a lunging tri-
ceps kickback.

This exercise combines
a stationary forward
lunge, and simultane-
ous tricep kickbacks.
The focus of this move

is the back of your arms,
but by holding your sta-
tionary lunge youwill be
toning your lower body
and tightening your core.
Youwill need a set of

light tomedium hand
weights for this exercise.
Begin by splitting your

stance for a forward lunge.
Place one foot in front of
youwith the weight on
your heel and the opposite
leg behind you, with your
weight on your toe. Grab-
bing the handweights
in each hand, proceed to

bend in your front knee,
and slightly leaning for-
ward, hold your chest up
and engage your core.
Bemindful of keep-

ing your front knee
behind your toe and
squaring your shoul-
ders straight forward.
Continue by tuck-

ing both arms into your
side and then bending

in the elbows. Once
you feel sturdy, you
canmove on to your
kickbackmovement.
Staying in your sta-

tionary lunge, start to
lift and extend both arms
straight back behind
you, focusing on the
squeeze on the backside
of your upper arm.
Once you reach your

fullest extensionwith
both arms, proceed
to bend back in the
elbows, tucking the
arms into your sides.
Continue this kickback

motion for at least 10
repetitions. Release the
lunge, and take a small
break. Then switch legs,
andmove onto your sec-
ond set with the opposite
leg forward in your lunge.
Continue on to your

next set of kickbacks,
shooting for at least four
sets, giving you equal
amounts on each leg.
If at any time you feel

your balance is contra-
dicted, or your weight
becomes toomuch,
simply alternate your
kickbacks or lighten
your handweights.
This combination

exercise is great to
add into any upper- or
total-body routine.

T O DAY ’ S W O R KO U T

Lunging triceps kickback targets back of arms
Marlo Alleva
demonstrates

a lunging
triceps

kickback.
[ERNST PETERS]

MCN/FREEPIK

Oldhabits
diehard

LauraWilliamson
AmericanHeart AssociationNews

I t ought to be a no-brainer, so to
speak: Research has pinpointed
sevenways people can achieve
ideal heart and brain health. And

— bonus— if Americans did those
things, they also could help pre-
ventmany other chronic illnesses.
Butmost people don’t, at least not

consistently.What’s stopping them?
“Most of these steps require a

great deal of self-regulation and
self-control,” said Dolores Albar-
racin, a professor of psychol-
ogy at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. “It’s not just
getting one thing done, like going
to get a vaccine, where you can do
it and forget about it for a year.”
Volumes of research point to at

least seven behaviors, called Life’s
Simple 7, that can dramatically
lower the burden of heart disease,
stroke and dementia. Not smok-
ing, eating a healthy diet, exercis-
ing regularly, maintaining a healthy
weight, and keeping blood glucose,
blood pressure and cholesterol
levels in a healthy range have the
potential to collectively wipe out a
vastmajority of heart disease and
stroke and prevent or delay a sig-
nificant number of dementias.
“If it were simple, heart disease

event rates would be down by 80%
since roughly 80% of heart disease is
preventable,” as are 80% of strokes,
said Dr. Roger Blumenthal, direc-
tor of the Johns Hopkins Ciccarone
Center for the Prevention of Car-
diovascular Disease in Baltimore.
Part of the problem, he said,

is the pace ofmodern life and
the number of responsibilities
people already are juggling.
“It’s hard for people to staymoti-

vated in the society in whichwe
live and tomake time for things
like exercise,” he said. “We have
to repackage all the knowledge
we have and put it into action-
able, shortermessages and provide
resources thatmotivate people.”

Blumenthal recommends break-
ing down goals into smaller actions
that feel achievable. For example,
if finding large blocks of time to
exercise seems too hard, he advises
people to weave 10-minute exer-
cise breaks throughout their day.
Likewise, with weight loss.

“Ask yourself where you can cut
out 300-400 calories a day.”
People often have greater suc-

cess with takingmedication
to lower cholesterol and blood
pressure, Blumenthal said. But
even that isn’t always simple.
Inadequate health insurance or

lack of access to care canmake it
difficult for people to takemedi-
cations regularly, said Dr. Tracy
Madsen, an assistant professor of
emergencymedicine at BrownUni-
versity in Providence, Rhode Island.
These inequities aremost prevalent
among those frommarginalized
racial and ethnic groups who often
bear the biggest burden of disease.
They alsomay face other ineq-

uities, such as a lack of easy
access to recreational space
or convenient, affordable
places to buy healthy foods.
Another big reason people

struggle is many steps toward
better health involve cutting
out, or cutting back, pleasur-
able activities, Albarracin said.
“You’re not asking people to sim-

ply incorporate a new habit, you’re
also asking them to fight something
that has been quite rewarding in
the past,” she said. “We eat yummy
foods because they are yummy.”
Albarracin led a study published

in Health Psychology Review that
analyzed 150 research reports

about healthy behavior change.
It found people weremore likely
to succeed inmaking changes if
they stuck to one of two similar
actions— focusing on things they
needed to do or things they needed
to stop doing— but not both.
“Theway our psychological

makeupworks is we tend to be in
actionmode or inactionmode,”
she said. “Exercisingmore and
eatingmore vegetables are both
actionsmoving in the same direc-
tion, versus exercisingmore and
eating less fat, which is one posi-
tive thing and one negative thing.”
Changing behavior can

require reframing thinking
and goals, Albarracin said.
“There are ways to use ques-

tions to stop yourself. If you’re at
a restaurant and the server brings
a tray of desserts and asks you
which one youwant, ask your-
self instead if you should be eat-
ing dessert at all. Introduce the
idea of ‘no’ being an answer.”

The secret to
good health is
no secret, so
why is it so
hard to achieve?

“It’s hard forpeople to stay
motivated in the society in which
we live and to make time for things
like exercise. We have to repackage

all the knowledge we have and
put it into actionable, shorter

messages and provide resources
that motivate people.”

Dr. Roger Blumenthal, director of the
Johns Hopkins Ciccarone Center for the
Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease in

Baltimore

“

“



Reader question: I own
my current home. I
am having trouble

selling it. IBuyers say that
theywill pay fair market
value for a home and
take care of all the issues
that giveme problems.
Should I consider selling
my house to an iBuyer?
Monty’s answer:Whether

or not it is feasible or a
good idea is amatter of
your financial situation,
your time constraints and

your circumstances.

What is an iBuyer?

An iBuyer buys your
home for cash so that
you canminimize the
real estate process. The
significant inducement
is convenience; they pay
cash and close quickly.
Some of the prominent
national players are
Knock, Opendoor, Offer-
pad, Orchard, Redfin
Now and ZillowOffers.

Some iBuyer details

Your homemust qualify
bymeeting specific val-
ues, a certain age, type
of sanitary system and
be a single-family (some

may consider a duplex or
a condo). If your home
requires repairs, youmust
fix them, or theymay
require you to allow them
to perform the repairs.
The large, national iBuy-
ers work primarily in
large, activemarkets but
are slowly expanding.

Cost of convenience

The seller must also
agree to a service charge
that is akin to a commis-
sion, but like the guaran-
teed sale, is at a premium.
The cost for an iBuyer is
10-12% of the value of
your home. By calculating
the costs as a percentage
of your equity, the actual
cost percentage will be

significantly higher. The
money you borrowedwas
never yours, but the ser-
vice charge comes out of
your equity. According to
InmanNews (http://bit.
ly/2OzOwXc), very few
home sellers that inquire
will take the iBuyer up on
their offer. A seller who
uses an iBuyer is often
in a distressed situation
ormustmove quickly.
It is unclear why you

are “having trouble sell-
ing.” It is pretty feasible
that correcting the issues
preventing your home
from selling can be recti-
fied for far lessmoney
than using an iBuyer. Try
to understand better why
your home is not selling
and check out all options.

HOME
H O M E H E L P

TIPOFTHEWEEK
How to remove super glue

Incredibly strong and
fast-drying, super glue can
be super helpful around the
house for fixes, woodwork-
ing and crafts. Unfortu-
nately, its durabilitymakes
it tricky to remove from
surfaces and fabrics. Here
a guide to removing super
glue from BobVila.com:
• Surfaces. Super glue

does not hold upwell
against friction and is vul-
nerable to acetone. If you
need to remove unwanted
glue from hard surfaces,
like countertops, apply
acetone then try to peel it
off. If the glue doesn’t come
off right away, use a putty
knife or sandpaper to gently
try to scrape it away. You
might need to reapply the
acetone a few times before
your surface is free of glue.
• Fabrics. If you get

unwanted super glue on
fabric, don’t throw it out
just yet! Start by applying
acetone (are you starting
to see a pattern here?) to a
paper towel or cotton swab.
Then, test the nail polish
remover on a section of the
fabric that is not visible to
make sure it won’t cause
discoloration or damage.
Press and hold the acetone
against the dried glue for a
fewminutes. Scrub the glue
with a scrub brush until
it flakes off. Again, you
might have to reapply and
work in stages. Lastly, rub
a dollop of laundry deter-
gent into the spot andwash
the fabric in the laundry.

CLEANING
Don’t use spray cleaners
on electronics

If your computer
screen, smartphone or
tablet is dirty or covered
in smudges, resist the
urge to clean it like other
surfaces. Here’s what
BobVila.com has to say:
“Never use sprays like

window cleaners on elec-
tronics like your TV, cell-
phones, or LCD screens.
They can do damage, as can
thewood fibers from paper
towels and tissues. Use a
microfiber cloth instead,
or in the absence of that a
coffee filter. If you need
the extra umpf of a cleaner,
use rubbing alcohol. And
always spray onto your
cloth, not onto the screen.”

GARDENING
Inspect your garden
when spring arrives

Before planning or plant-
ing your springtime garden,
you should inspect what
you’re workingwith. Go
out with a pen and note-
pad and take note of what
happened duringwinter.
Here are four key things
ProvenWinners recom-
mends looking for when
inspecting your garden:
• Cold, ice or snow

damage on plants.
• Beds that will need

to be cleaned out.
• Hardscaping elements

—walls, fences, benches,
sheds, trellises— that have
shifted, bowed or rotted.
• Evidence of new ani-

mal burrows from skunks,
chipmunks, moles and
voles, groundhogs or
rabbits. Also, note any
deer or rodent dam-
age onwoody plants.

More Content Now
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Should I sell my home to an iBuyer?

BettyMontgomery
More Content Now
USATODAYNETWORK

S eating areas in a garden
servemany purposes.
They can be focal points,
decorative objects or

places where people aremeant to
stop and take in the sights of your
garden. Gardeners rarely stop
to relax and take in their handy-
work, seldom stopping to reflect
onwhat they have accomplished.
Because of this, many private gar-
dens do not have seating areas.
Benches or chairs are a wel-

coming site for visitors. It shows
that youwant a visitor to come in
and enjoy your garden and to see
what you have created. It makes
one feel that you really want
them to visit and enjoy the day.
In deciding to add some place to

sit and rest, you need to think about
somemechanical issues. You need
tomake sure your benches and
chairs are comfortable, a pleasant
height for the average-size person.
A seat that is too high or too

low canmake your visitor not
want to linger. It is important to
make sure it is sturdy, because
youwould not want your visi-
tor to feel uneasy sitting.
Benches also can be used as an

import feature or focal point. You
can create a garden around the seat-
ing area, making it a destination
for a visitor as well as a decorative

object. I have visitedmany gar-
dens that have benches for this
purpose. They need focal points
and decide to use a bench rather
than a tree or particular bush.
One ofmy very favorite things

to do is to getmy husband to come
sit withme on a certain bench
by a little creek in our garden. At
this particular place, the stream
makes a soothing sound as the
water passes over rocks, making a
very relaxing and calming sound.
He getsmy undivided attention
when he visits withme there.
Many things canmake a lovely

place to linger. You can locate a
sitting area where you can enjoy a
beautiful sunset or the reflection
of a tranquil pond or where you
can admire particular plantings.
Youmight want a bench near an

old tree that has some interest-
ing feature.With the thought-
ful placement of a bench, you

can create amemorable place to
relax and reflect on the day.
I have several benches placed in

our garden because I want people
to stop and take in the different
views and sites. In decidingwhere
to put seating areas, I had to try
benches in several places and sit and
look at the placement over several
weeks before deciding on an exact
spot. I have also found that I move
benches or chairs at different times
of the year because of the sun.
After placing a seat, consider

what you plant close by. Can you
add a shrub or vine that adds fra-
grance to the garden? Think about
what joy youwould get as you sit
by an oriental lily with its wonder-
ful fragrance, a fragrance that will
perfume the air. Or if it is in a sunny
place, youmight want to plant
some old-timey petunias that are
quite aromatic or a fragrant David
Austin rose bush. Theywill add a
pleasing aroma in the night air.
A place to sit does not have to be

fancy. However, if youwant some-
one to join you, you need tomake
sure that two can sit comfortably
together. It might be fine for two
young lovers to sit in a small space
but youmight wantmore room if
you are seatedwith someone else,
and this has been so true this past
year with the pandemic present.
There aremany innovative gar-

den benches to tempt you. Garden
benches come in stone, metal and
wood, and all have their pros. A slab
of stone that is set between two
stone blocks is a permanent seat-
ing area and can be lovely when it is
cloaked inmoss.Metal or wrought
iron is a great choice if you are
looking for something functional
and decorative.Wood benches
can be comfortable and attrac-
tive and possibly less expensive.
I hope youwill create a place to

relax and enjoy your gardenwith a
friend, or just sit andmeditate.Make
it an important part of your garden.

A colorful bench adds drama to a
garden. I love the unique design of this
bench. [BETTY MONTGOMERY PHOTOS]

A resting place can be as simple as
wooden boards on a post.

FREEPIK

Elevate
outdoors

the

Add benches in the garden for
contemplation or meditation

RichardMontgomery



FAMILY FEATURES 

Whether you’re new to hosting 
or simply looking for ideas to 
make Easter entertaining easier 

than ever, there are plenty of ways to 
save time and stress in the kitchen.

Go with what you know. Trying out 
new recipes is fun, but it can also add 
stress when they don’t turn out like 
you expected. Stick to tried and true 
dishes you can prepare and serve with 
confidence and save the experimenting 
for another time.

Take shortcuts. At the center of many 
Easter feasts is a ham that has been 
expertly cured and cooked to perfection. 
Even so, starting with a full-cooked 
ham is a shortcut that no one is likely to 

notice, especially if you heat it properly. 
For exceptional quality and a variety of 
flavor profile options to choose from, turn 
to America’s Original Butcher, Omaha 
Steaks. The meats are fully cooked then 
frozen before being delivered to your 
door for maximum convenience.

Work ahead. Plan your menu to incorporate 
items you can make ahead of time so you’re 
under less pressure the day of your dinner. 
Even handling the prep work like slicing 
veggies the night before can buy back 
precious minutes, that way when guests begin 
arriving, you can step out of the kitchen and 
enjoy the day right along with them.

Find more ideas to make hosting this year’s 
Easter meal easy at OmahaSteaks.com/buy/
meals/easter.

If you always thought a ham is a ham is a ham, it’s time to think again. From the type of meat to the smoking preparation to specialized 
slicing that makes serving easy, there are plenty of options to consider from a supplier like Omaha Steaks when choosing the right ham.

Apricot Glaze 
 1/2  cup brown sugar
 1  teaspoon cornstarch
 1/2  teaspoon ground ginger
 1  cup apricot nectar,  
   canned
In saucepan, mix brown sugar, 
cornstarch and ginger. Stir 
in apricot nectar. Cook over 
medium heat, stirring constantly, 
until mixture thickens and boils.

Cranberry Orange Glaze 
 1  can (16 ounces)  
   cranberry sauce
 1  cup brown sugar
 1/2  cup orange juice
 1/2  teaspoon cloves, ground
 1/4  teaspoon cinnamon,  
   ground
 1/4  teaspoon allspice
In small saucepan over low heat, 
combine cranberry sauce, brown 
sugar, orange juice, cloves, 
cinnamon and allspice; simmer  
5 minutes, before serving.

EASY FRUIT-
INFUSED GLAZES

How to Heat a Frozen Ham
Many frozen hams are fully cooked and can be served as soon as they’re properly thawed, which is 
an ideal solution for a casual brunch with mini sandwiches on the menu. However, if you’re serving 
an elegant holiday dinner, you’re more likely to prefer a warm centerpiece dish. A fully cooked ham 
is still a time-saving option; you’ll just need to allot time to heat it in the oven once it’s thawed.

Start by thawing a fully cooked ham in the refrigerator for 24-48 hours. 
To keep your ham extra moist, always put the cut-side down. You might also consider 

placing a baking rack in the pan and adding a quarter-inch of water before placing the ham on 
the rack.

For a spiral-cut, bone-in ham, heat the oven to 325 F. Remove ham from film and foil. Place 
ham cut-side down on a raised edge baking pan lined with foil. Heat uncovered 60-75 minutes 
for the entire ham or 10 minutes per pound for smaller portions.

For a boneless ham, heat the oven to 350 F. Place the ham, cut-side down, on a raised edge 
baking pan lined with foil. Cover the ham tightly with foil and heat 35-40 minutes. 

Another option for adding extra juicy flavor is a glaze, which can be as simple as dissolving 
three parts brown sugar into one part honey in a small saucepan. Or for a more elegant affair, 
consider a fruit-infused glaze to complement the savory pork.

Savory
For an elegant gathering that demands 
premium ingredients, an all-natural 
Duroc Boneless Country Ham may be the 
answer. These hams tend to feature more 
marbling for an exceptionally rich flavor 
and texture, making for a tender, savory 
and juicy main course with no basting or 
injection needed. 

Sweet
Each Spiral-Sliced Ham is slowly smoked 
with real wood up to 24 hours to infuse flavor 
and maximize juiciness then generously 
brushed with a sweet and sticky brown-sugar 
crust that is torch-glazed to create a flavorful, 
crunchy crust. It’s spiral-sliced before 
delivery, so once it’s thawed and heated, it’s 
ready for quick service to your guests.

Smoky
Put a little flair in your Easter meal with a uniquely 
flavored ham like the Pecanwood Smoked Flank 
Ham, smoked with real pecan wood for 8 hours to 
add a rich yet mellow smoky flavor. This tender, 
juicy uncured whole-muscle ham earns its place of 
distinction on your holiday table. Complementary 
sides with subtle nutty notes, such as a sweet 
potato casserole, can enhance the menu even more.  

A Host of Hams

FOOD
8  www.thesampsonweekly.com Week of  April 9-15, 2021



SCC Career and College Promise Program 
Continues to Help Students Thrive

Third Row (Left to Right): Olivia Gillespie, CHS, AA/AS, UNC CH or University of 
South Carolina Capstone Scholars Program, Political Science; Maegan Byrd, CHS, AA, 
Florida State or ECU, Meteorology; Kaci Hudson, MHS, AA, Sampson Community Col-
lege, Veterinarian Technician; Isaac Rivera, CHS, AA, ECU, Engineering; Joshua Lamb, 
CHS, AA, UNCW, Biology; Alexander Czarkowski, CHS, AA/AS, NC State/Furman Uni-
versity, Finance or Computer Science; Dr. William Starling, President of Sampson Com-
munity College; Noah Jackson, CHS, AA, University of South Carolina or Wake Forest, 
Sports Management or Business; Cullen Faircloth, MHS, AA/AS, UNC CH, Business Ad-
ministration; Heather Norland, MHS, AA/AS, UNC CH, Pre-Medicine; Makenzi Hudson, 
MHS, AA, NC State, Animal Science; Robert Baggett, MHS, AA, UNCW, Accounting
Second Row (Left to Right): Justin Ruiz, CHS, AA/AS, Western Carolina, Psychology; 
Stephanie Lizardo, CHS, AA, NC State, ECU, or UNCW, Marketing; Madelyn Hobbs, 
HHS, AA, NC State, History; Samantha Britt, HHS, AA, NC State, Biology; Bailey Spell, 
CHS, AA/AS, ECU Honors College or UNC CH or NCSU Scholars Program, Biochem-
istry; Amanda Silvey, MHS, AA, Campbell University, Business; Olivia Hall, MHS, AA, 
UNC CH, Nursing; Julianna Raynor, MHS, AA, Central Carolina Community College, 
Nail Technician; Angelica Coria, MHS, AA/AS, NC State, Zoology; Sara Sills, MHS, AA, 
Meredith College or ECU, Exercise Science; Allison Belflowers, MHS, AA/AS, UNCW, 
Exercise Science; Trent Williams, MHS (Early Graduate), AA, Campbell University, Ac-
counting
First Row (Left to Right): Birzayit Sanchez-Olvera, HHS, AA, Western Carolina, Busi-
ness Administration; Jocelyn Espino, MHS, AA, ECU, Construction Management; Jhelen 
Medina Aguilar, MHS, AA/AS, High Point University, Exercise Science; Amy Carca-
mo-Matute, CHS, AA, ECU/UNCS, Music Composition; Cristal Ortiz, CHS, AA, Duke 
University, Neuroscience; Mrs. Blair Hairr, Vice-President of Academic and Student Af-
fairs; Akiya Stywall, CHS, AA/AS, NC A&T, Animal Science; Madelyn Tew, MHS, AA, 
UNCW, Exercise Science; Alyssa James, CHS, AA/AS, ECU Honors College, Biology; 
Savannah Westbrook, UHS, AA, UNCW, Accounting; Jonathan Cooper, MHS, AA, Camp-
bell University, Electrical Engineering

In two weeks, around 400 students will graduate from Sampson Community College. 
Included in that group will be 54 Career and College Promise (CCP) graduates, and 936 
certificate completers. For the third year in a row, the program has seen a record number 
of graduates. CCP gives local high schoolers the opportunity to graduate from SCC with 
an associate degree.

The dual enrollment program allows local high schools students to get ahead on their 
post-high school studies, whether they plan to attend a 2-year or 4-year institution. Stu-
dents receive diplomas, certificates, degrees, and college transfer credit. Students even 
receive entry-level job training. 

Perry Gillespie, Director of Career and College Promise, says student participation is 
inspiring and demonstrates the impact that the program is having. 

“CCP does so many great things. But in my opinion, the greatest thing it does is it keeps 
our students in the city and county schools competitive against students from larger 
counties with vast more opportunities,” Gillespie commented. 

Year after year, the program has continued to grow. In the Fall of 2020, 454 CCP stu-
dents enrolled at SCC, and 426 students enrolled for the Spring of 2021. Already, there 
are over 200 students enrolled for the Summer of 2021. Increased student enrollment is 
not where the growth of the program ends. In the fall, four new career coaches joined 
the program at each area high school, making CCP more accessible to students. 

The 2020-2021 CCP Outstanding Graduates are Olivia Gillespie (AA) & Alexander 
Czarkowski (AS). 

The low-cost CCP program will offer students an even better deal for the remainder of 

CHS Grads: William Byrd, AA, App State, Business, Marketing, or Entrepreneur-
ship Education; Halin Pearson, AA, UNC CH, Psychology; Ethan Herring, AA, 

UNC Charlotte, Computer Science

the year. Federal funds (HEERF II) are available to CCP students to assist with the cost 
of fees for the summer and fall terms. Interested students should reach out to the Career 
Coach at their high schools for more details!

Gillespie, whose own daughter will receiver her associate degree through the program 
this year, has truly seen the benefits of the program firsthand.

“This year’s graduates are special because they include my own daughter and many of 
her friends who I have watched grow from small children to hardworking and capable 
adults. They are going to go to college and will one day change the world.  Congratula-
tions to every graduate and I pray nothing but the best for you all,” Gillespie remarked.

Any high school student can participate in the program if they meet the program re-
quirements. Interested students can access more information on the Sampson Commu-
nity College website homepage or contact Perry Gillespie at pgillespie@sampsoncc.edu 
or (910) 900-4084.

(Left to Right) Reagan Holmes, AA, Campbell University, Nursing; Madelyn Am-
mons, AA/AS, Sampson/Fayetteville Technical Community College, Cosmetology; 

LaWanda Sessoms, AA/AS, TBD, TBD

Alexa Rios, AA, Wayne Community 
College, Dental Hygiene

Brinkley Spearman, Home, AA, 
UMO, Vet-Bioscience

(Left to Right) Karen Jimenez, AA, Wayne Community College or UNCP, Dental 
Hygiene; Aaron Carter, AA/S, UNC CH, Pre-Pharmacy; Jada Zaragoza, AA/AS, 

Meredith College, Psychology

NOT PICTURED
UHS
Britton Burley, AA/AS, Campbell University, Psychology; McKenzie Taylor, AA/AS, 
Campbell University, Health Care Management; Litzy Velazquez, AA, TBD, TBD; Kel-
ly Williams, AA/AS, UNCW, Biology

MHS
Erin Beasley, AA, ECU, Nursing; Emma Clark, AA, UNC CH, Biology; Jega Dapuyen, 
AA/AS, UNCW, Nursing; Leticia Mejia, AA, ECU or Meredith College, Education; 
Matteo Rojas, AA, UNCP, Pre-Nursing
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KIDZ BUZZ
D R AW I N G W I T H M A R K !

Get a pencil and use the grid below to draw the
picture as shown. The grids will help you line
everything up. Keep practicing and having fun!

W O R D F I N D

Watch DrawingwithMark!

• Check your local listings at
www.DrawingwithMark.com
• Find the award-winning “Drawing with Mark”
DVD episodes at Amazon.com and
www.moviezyng/DWM.aspx

KIDZ       BUZZ

John
Tyler
President
Vice
Harrison

Children
Slavery
Lyon
Politics
Legacy

ByErika Enigk
More Content Now
USATODAYNETWORK

J ohn Tyler isn’t remem-
bered as a great
president. In fact,
some people don’t even
remember he was pres-

ident! But he has some family
members who are still around
and are working to make sure
his legacy is a good one.

Tyler’s life

John Tyler was born
in 1790, just a few years
after the United States
became a country.
Tyler was elected vice

president in 1840 with Presi-
dentWilliamHenry Harri-
son, but Harrison had a very
short presidency. He died
just a month after he took
office, so Tyler became presi-
dent then. Other vice presi-
dents have become president
when presidents have died,
but John Tyler served longer
than any other person to do
so, serving from 1841 to 1845.
Tyler set another presi-

dential record, too: He had
more children than any other
president. He had eight
children with his first wife,
Letitia, and when she died, he
married a woman named Julia
and had sevenmore.When
his youngest child was born,
he was 70 years old, a year
before he died. This became
really important to his legacy.

Tyler’s legacy

Tyler was not a popu-
lar president. He was a

slave owner and fought
against things his politi-
cal party wanted. Some
people actually tried to
get him impeached, which
is a process that can pos-
sibly get somebody
kicked out of office.
But because of his chil-

dren, he has an interesting
legacy. Even though he was
born more than 200 years
ago, he has a grandchild still
alive today. John Tyler’s

son Lyon was born in 1853
and also had children late in
life. His son, Harrison, is in
his 90s and still alive today.
And some of his other fam-
ily members are working to
educate the people of today
about things their ancestor
didn’t know or didn’t agree
with. Theymaintain the
plantation house where Tyler
lived and are working to use
it to educate people about
why slavery was a bad idea.

ByMarkMarderosianA N G E L S F R O M T H E AT T I C

Tyler?

Who
was
John
Tyler?

MCN

Activity: Make your own family tree

Put your name at the bottom of a piece of paper. Just above your
name, put your parents’ names, one on each side. Above your
mother’s name, put her parents’ names. Above your father’s
name, put his parents’ names. Do the same for each of your
grandparents, and if you know the names of your great-grand-
parents, keep going up the chart.

If you have a stepparent, you
can include them on your tree
however you like. Or
if you live with just
one parent,
two moms,
two dads, a
grandparent or
someone else,
you can adjust
your tree how-
ever you want.
Be creative!

FREEPIK



ACROSS
1 Second to none
5 Hurled weapon

10 Like some 
testimony

14 Fond of
15 Caddie offering
16 Firefighting need
17 Film based on a

novel, e.g.
19 Teaspoonful, 

maybe
20 U-boat, briefly
21 Send out
22 Weight watcher
24 ___ of passage
26 Black gold
28 Foul
29 Beauty parlor
30 Hang around
32 The "U" in I.C.U.
33 Trusted teacher
34 De Niro's, "City

By The ___"
37 Dermal affliction
39 Part of PTSD 65 Supply party 9 Tear to bits 40 Bailiff's request
41 Kicker's aid food 10 Cry of dismay 43 Old salt
42 Fasten (to) 66 State with 11 Alex Haley 44 Monkshood
46 Mark of a ruler conviction classic 45 Lessen the 
47 Take the pulpit 67 "What ___?" 12 Strong suit value of
48 Evaluate, as ore 68 Four-legged 13 Distrustful 47 Predicament
49 Cartoon laugher 18 Prom attendee 48 State 

hedgehog 69 Smart-alecky 23 Like some gases categorically
52 Fish delicacy 25 Shopper's aid 49 Feed, as a fire
53 Wedding wear DOWN 27 Blitzed 50 Large bay 
54 Throat soother 1 Skewed view 29 Feeder filler window
56 Back of the neck 2 Marathoner's 31 Reggae great 51 Canonical hour
58 "The Hundred trait Peter 55 Carve in stone

Secret Senses" 3 Hold firm 33 Pal, in Perth 57 Medic or legal 
author 4 Lonely place? 34 Easily offended starter

60 Farm cry 5 Emulated Spitz 35 Moving stairway 59 Small 
61 Type of pact 6 Leafstalk 36 Grayish salamander
64 Backbone of a 7 Book version 38 Month for some 62 Beam of light

ship 8 Long ___ Pisces 63 Keg opening

Week of 7/16/18 - 7/22/18

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

No. 395 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard
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The Chief End of Man

The Loaded Goat
Proverbs 22:1, “A good name is more 

desirable than great riches; to be esteemed 
is better than silver or gold.”

Season 3 episode 18 of, The Andy Griffith Show, that aired January 28th 
1963 was titled, “The Loaded Goat.”  In this hilarious episode the town of 
Mayberry is having an underpass put in and this is requiring some blasting 
out at the construction site.  Local farmer, Mr. Hudgins brings his pet goat 
into town for the day and while running errands the goat gets loose and eats 
some dynamite.  Everyone becomes afraid of the potential explosion the goat 
possesses.  In order to protect the town from a possible explosion, Andy and 
Barney decide to lead the goat out of town.  The Mayor and Mr. Hudgins 
hear an explosion from the construction site and think Andy and Barney were 
blown up leading the goat away.  Mayor Stoner delivers a eulogy for Andy 
and Barney, while Mr. Hudgins mourns the loss of his pet goat, not knowing 
Andy and Barney had returned and were listening in the other room.  When 
Andy gets the Mayor’s attention, letting him know they are both fine, the 
embarrassed Mayor storms out of the courthouse.

Very rarely could someone say they had the chance to hear their own eulogy.  
If you were able to hear what your family, friends or pastor would say about 
your life what would be the theme of their speech?  Maybe you would want 
it to say, “You were a hard worker, you were a loving parent, you showed 
compassion to those in need.”  However, even though those statements are 
positive, if at your funeral no one could say you had accepted Jesus Christ as 
Savior, then none of those accolades matter.

Jesus promised in John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God re-
mains on him.”  Salvation has been offered to the entire world through God’s 
son.  The price of salvation was paid on the cross by Jesus over two thousand 
years.  Regardless of your skin color, economic standing or political affil-
iation you can be forgiven of your sins and be assured a home in Heaven.  
When we take our last breath on this side of eternity all that matters will be if 
our name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
Being a person of faith in Christ we will produce love, joy, peace and hope in 
our actions towards others.  Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:7-8, “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.”  The apostle Paul did not fear the departing from this 
world because he had precious assurance of where he was going.

The core of  Westminster Shorter Catechism’s defining statement is: “Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.”

My sister, Mary Brown, and I were taught this as young children at our Mama’s side 
while she would be cooking meals on the old wood stove, ‘down on the farm’.  She 
was raised in Antioch Presbyterian Church, was taught the Shorter Catechism as a 
child, and definitely wanted to impart it to her children.  We all served faithfully in 
our beloved Wells Chapel Baptist Church, but Daddy certainly did not object to her 
teachings. In fact, he was the one who instilled in us the desire to ‘read’ and ‘recite’ at 
a young age. 

With that thought in mind, I would like to go back to the year 2005 and share a most 
memorable experience.  A cousin, who lived in Raleigh, had invited me to be the Fam-
ily Night Speaker at her church.  Now it just so happened to be a Presbyterian Church, 
and needless-to-say, I was excited!  Our group met in a small foyer because the fellow-
ship hall was being remodeled, but that worked well for me.  I could enjoy the close 

contact, and was delighted that the pastor took a front-row seat.   

I expressed joy and gratitude to them, and immediately began sharing my story about 
being the child of a faithful Baptist Father and an equally faithful Presbyterian Mother.  
I was well into details about having been taught The Westminster Shorter Catechism  
some sixty years ago, when the pastor interrupted me and said with a twinkle in his 
eye, “Martha, what is The Chief End of Man?”

There are some moments in time that we just do not forget and believe me, that was 
certainly one of mine!  To this day I thank our Heavenly Father that He enabled my 
mind to do a flash-back and immediately I answered: “The Chief End of Man is to 
Glorify God and Enjoy Him Forever!”
Everyone in the room seemed caught up in the moment with me. The pastor was so de-
lighted to affirm my answer, they all took a deep breath and relaxed, and I was almost 
brought to tears.  Imagine, sixty years later, and God allowed me to faithfully recall 
my ‘by the wood stove’ Presbyterian Catechism teachings! What a cause for rejoicing 
and praising our God…. my soul truly was refreshed.

We all are so very blessed with those Christian values instilled in our young lives, 
ones that live on in our souls to this day.   However, I firmly believe that with our 
many blessings come responsibilities.  We are being reminded during this Covid-19 
Pandemic that we took our daily privileges, and the life we knew as normal, so very 
much for granted. 

Now we as Christians are given new opportunities, and we are finding new ways to 
minister and comfort and care for those within our reach. Even a small deed of kind-
ness can make a big difference in the life of someone. We will glorify God and find 
joy in Him as we do that for which He made us:  LOVE HIM…and through His great 
Love we are to SERVE OTHERS! 
 
Yes my friends, we are “Saved to Serve”, and in so doing we 
are “Glorifying God”.  Remember, we will have all of eternity 
to celebrate the victories, and only a few hours before sunset to 
claim them.   And indeed, in the noble words of the Westmin-
ster Shorter Catechism, then we will “….Glorify God and Enjoy 
Him Forever.”  

Assuredly, that is The Chief End of Man!
Martha M. Pierce                                                       

If you get a chance to watch the Loaded Goat episode from the The Andy Grif-
fith Show, keep in mind about the inventor of dynamite, Alfred Nobel.  In 1888, 
Alfred’s brother, Ludvig died in France from a heart attack. One French news-
paper believed that it was Alfred who had perished, and it proceeded to write a 
scathing obituary that branded him a “merchant of death” who had grown rich 
by developing new ways to “mutilate and kill.”  The error was later corrected, 
but not before Alfred had the unpleasant experience of reading his own death 
notice.  Many believed that Alfred didn’t want to be remembered in his eulo-
gy this way and started what is known today as the Nobel Prize.  December 
1901 the first Nobel Prizes were awarded, in physics, 
chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature and peace.  
Nobel’s name now is recognized with life and peace in-
stead of being a merchant of death.

I encourage you this week to live a life that is pleasing 
to God.  Never forget that one day everyone will die, 
and people will remember the life you lived.  The most 
important thing that could be said at your grave side is 
that you were a child of God.  Live every day in such a 
way that your neighbors, friends and family don’t have 
to guess where you are spending eternity.

Rev. Ken Smith
Atkinson Baptist 

Church
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CLINTON
David Van Alphin, 35, of 2043 
Parker Memorial Rd., passed away in 
Sampson County. A memorial service 
to celebrate Van’s life will be held 
at 4:00 P.M. Sunday, April 11th, on 
the front lawn of Sharon Pentecostal 
Holiness Church, 2137 Odom Rd. 
Clinton, with the Rev. Chris Butler 
officiating. The family will receive 

friends following the service and other times at the home. Van, born 
October 20, 1985 in Sampson Co., was the son of David Wayne 
Alphin and Debbie Vann Alphin. Van was a graduate of Midway 
High School and had a passion for farming. Van had a big heart and 
would help anyone in need.  He was known for his good manners 
and always being polite to others.  He had a great love for his niece, 
Zaylin.  Van was preceded in death by his maternal grandfather 
Coonie Vann. Van is survived by: his parents, David and Debbie 
Alphin, brothers: Kane Alphin and wife Santana, Jacob Alphin, 
niece, Zaylin Rose Alphin, maternal grandmother, Hattie Jane Vann, 
paternal grandparents, Forest and Janice Alphin, Aunts and Uncles: 
Cynthia and Bill Brinkley, Amy and James Fields, Frank Alphin, and 
Barbara and Shane Butts.  The family would like to thank everyone 
for their prayers and support during this most difficult time. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials can be made to Sharon Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, c/o R.F. Fann, 1575 High House Rd., Clinton. Attendees of 
the Memorial service for Van are asked to please wear facemask and 
practice social distancing. Condolences can be made to the family 
online at www.crumpler-honeycutt.com . Crumpler-Honeycutt 
Funeral Home of Clinton, is in charge of arrangements.

ELIZABETHTOWN
Ms. Tammy Rice Andrews, 55, of 2498 
NC Hwy 53 W., Elizabethtown passed 
away Monday April 05, 2021. Tammy 
was born July 01, 1965 in Cumberland 
County to Edwin & Laura Rice. She 
is preceded in death by her maternal 
grandparents: Ralph & Zelma Walters 
and paternal grandparents: Abner & 
Ellen Rice. A graveside service will be 
held at 11:00 AM Saturday, April 10, 

2021 at Bethlehem United Methodist Church Cemetery, Hwy 1326 & 
Hwy 1326/72 Bethlehem Methodist Church Road, White Oak. Pastor 
Darin Andrews will be officiating the service. Tammy leaves to 
cherish her memory her father: Edwin G. Rice of the home, mother: 
Laura Rice of the home, son: Justin Andrews of the home, sister: Lisa 
Rice of Elizabethtown, two brothers: Mike Rice of Elizabethtown, 
Mark Cain and wife Abby of Harrells, two grandsons: Walter (JuJu) 
& Maddox Andrews, niece: Tabi Cain and nephews: Cody & Colt 
Cain. Services provided by Carter Funeral Home, Garland. www.
carterfh.com.

AUTRYVILLE
Mrs. Louise Mary (Nortz) Autry, 
88 passed away on Thursday, April 8, 
2021 at Mary Gran Nursing Center. 
A graveside service will be held at 
11:00 AM on Monday, April 12, 2021 
at Hall Cemetery, South River Rd, 
Autryville with the Reverend Andy 
Wood officiating. Mrs. Autry was a 
native of New York, NY, the daughter 

of Louise Nortz. She is preceded in death by her mother and husband, 
Dock Hubert Autry. She is survived by her son, Dock Hubert Autry, 
Jr. and two grandchildren, Jillian Patrice Sommer and Jeremy Patrick 
Borden. Services entrusted to Butler Funeral Home, 401 W. Roseboro 
Street, Roseboro, NC.

DUNN
On April 1, 2021, Margaret Maidell 
Beasley passed away peacefully at the 
age of 90 years old. She was born in 
Sampson County on May 19, 1930 
to the late Sandy and Fonnie Page 
Matthews A long-time Dunn native, 
Margaret was married to Eldridge 
Beasley for 59 years and was the 
proud mother of three children, 

Linwood Beasley, Douglas Beasley 
and Anne Beasley Johnson. She was also a loving mother-in-law, 
grandmother of seven and great grandmother of ten. Her proudest 
accomplishment in life was her family and she taught each of us to 
love as fiercely as she did. She also taught us that love comes in 
many forms and sometimes that love was in the form of pound cake, 
dressing, chicken salad or peanut butter, marshmallow and saltine 
crackers. These recipes and her love will live with each one of us. 
Because Margaret loved the NC State Wolfpack and feeding people, 
in lieu of flowers please donate to the NC State Feed the Pack food 
pantry. There was a graveside service at Devotional Gardens on 
Saturday, April 3 at 11am. Arrangements are by Skinner & Smith 
Funeral Home in Dunn.

CLINTON
Mary Francis Maynor Bradford, 
74, of 508 Herring St., passed away 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at Wayne 
Memorial Hospital. A memorial 
service was held at 11 AM, Saturday, 
April 10th at Crumpler-Honeycutt 
Funeral Home with Rev. Randy 
Simmons officiating.  The family 
received friends immediately after 
the service at the funeral home. Mary, 

born July 24, 1946 in Ohio, was the daughter of the late Leo Maynor 
and Mary Delessie Wilkins.  She worked as a childcare provider.   
In addition to her parents she was preceded in death by siblings, 
Gracie Lee Byrd and Tony Maynor. Survivors include: husband of 
36 years, Tony Bradford; son, Ira Eugene Faircloth; sister, Tammy 
Dale Parranto; and grandchild, Darian Nichole Faircloth. Online 
condolences may be sent to the family at www.crumpler-honeycutt.
com. Donations may be made to Crumpler-Honeycutt Funeral Home, 
118 Fayetteville St., Clinton, NC  28328 to defray the cost of funeral 
expenses.

CLINTON
P.A. Bradshaw 80 of 117 Doris Ave 
died Thursday April 8, 2021 at Liberty 
Commons Nursing Center in Benson. 
A Graveside Service will be held at 
11:00 am on Wednesday, April 14, 
2021 at Grandview Memorial Park, 
2809 US-421, Clinton. The Family 
will receive friends following the 
service at the cemetery. The family 
will also receive friends beginning on 

Monday, April 19, 2021 at his home at 117 Doris Ave, Clinton.

ROSEBORO
Danny Ray Byrd 69 of 279 Effie 
Peterson Lane died Friday April 2, 
2021 at New Hanover Medical Center 
in Wilmington. Graveside Service was 
held 2:00pm Wednesday April 7, 2021 
at the Peterson Family Cemetery 279 
Effie Peterson Lane Roseboro NC. 
Visitation was held on Tuesday April 6, 
2021, 2021 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm at 
Hope Valley Hawkins Funeral Service, 

1246 Hobbton Hwy.

CLINTON
Brent Nelson Hall, 26, passed away on Saturday evening, April 

3, 2021, just ten days shy of his 27th 
birthday. Brent was born on April 13, 
1994 in Sampson County and grew up 
in Clinton, graduating from Clinton 
High School and was a football player 
(#66) and continued to be a diehard 
“Dark Horse” fan. He was also an 
avid Pittsburgh Steelers fan and 
continued helping his beloved Dark 
Horse football team over the years.  
He made many friends over the years 

- in school, through sports and at his jobs. He never met a stranger 
and his smile would light up a room. Brent was the type of guy that 
once you talked to him for just a few minutes, you were drawn to him 
and were his friend for life. He loved his family more than anything, 
especially his niece, Chloe, who was the apple of his eye. He loved 
to serve others, had a tender heart and loved anything dealing with 
the youth and had a soft spot for animals. He worked with NAPA of 
Clinton, and was also a Newton Grove Police Officer, starting that 
career in 2015.  He was well liked in the community where he served 
and loved his brothers and sisters in blue.  Brent will live on through 
so many who loved him – he will never be forgotten, because a love 
like his won’t ever leave us. Brent is survived by his parents: his 
Dad, Mark Hall (Joan Carr) of Clinton; mother, Theresa Goordman 
(Anthony) of Dublin; his sister, Amanda Brewington (Frankie) of 
Clinton; niece, Chloe Brewington; best friend and special “brother”, 
Jason Brewer; maternal grandparents: Garry and Julia Freeman of 
Dublin and several loving aunts, uncles and cousins who will all miss 
him terribly. He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, 
Ronnie Hall and Carolyn Patricia Thornton. The family is accepting 
donations on Brent’s obituary page on the funeral home’s website. If 
you would like to help the family, you may do so on the website, or 
call the funeral home directly at 910-592-4127.  A Memorial Service 
to celebrate Brent’s life and the impact he had on so many people in 
the community, will be held on Friday, April 9th at 2:00 pm at the 
Sampson County Agri-Expo Center with Rev. Mitchell Brewington 
officiating. A visitation will be held two hours prior to the service 
beginning at 12:00 Noon. Visitation will be held in Prestage Hall of 
the Expo Center, and the service will be held in both the Prestage Hall 
and Heritage Hall (via video feed). There will be limited seating for 
the service due to Covid-restrictions, so please follow guidelines.  The 
Newton Grove Police Department will be holding a law enforcement 
procession on Friday morning at 11:00am, beginning at the park, 
going around the “Circle” and returning back to the police station. 
This will be led by The North Carolina Troopers Association Caisson 
Unit and the Newton Grove Police Chief, Greg Warren. The family 
asks that anyone that would like to visit the family prior to Friday’s 
service, be limited to only Thursday evening from 5-8 pm at Brent’s 
Dad’s home (Mark Hall), 630 Rowan Rd, Clinton.  The family will not 
be accepting visitors at the home on Tuesday or Wednesday and asks 
that you please wait until Thursday evening, or Friday afternoon at the 
scheduled visitation and memorial service.  The outpouring of love 
that everyone has shown to the family is greatly appreciated. Your 
calls and messages and posts on social media, as well as the financial 
gifts/donations – it is beyond what they could have ever imagined and 
they are beyond grateful to all of you. Please continue to keep them in 
your prayers, as this is a tremendous loss. Royal-Hall Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Hall family.

CLINTON 
Carol Sue (Rackley) Jackson, 77, 
of 370 Pee Wee Road, passed away 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at Sampson 
Regional Medical Center. A funeral 
service was held at 10:00 AM on 
Friday, April 9, 2021 at Grandview 
Memorial Garden with Pastor Robert 
Holland officiating. The family 
received friends following the service 

at the graveside.Mrs. Jackson, born October 16, 1943 in Clinton, was 
the daughter of the late Norman “Pee Wee” Vann Rackley and Thelma 
Rivers (Gainey) Rackley. She was a loving, nurturing and supportive 
daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother and aunt. She spent her life 
doing what she loved - being a homemaker, adoring her many pets, 
tending her various flower and vegetable gardens, cheering on the Tar 
Heels and Carolina Panthers, shopping and maintaining her extensive 
pocketbook, pen and jewelry collection. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by her brother, David Norman Rackley, 
and brother-in-law, Ernest Marion Odum. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 56 years, Charles Atlas Jackson; children, Charles 
Anthony Jackson and his wife (Jo) and Wendy Sue (Jackson) Jordan 
and her husband (Wesley); sister, Grace (Rackley) Odum; brother, 
John Wayne “J.W.” Rackley and his wife (Linda); four grandchildren, 
Ashley Nicole (Jackson) Bolduc and her husband (Jeremy), Megan 
Ann (Jackson) Benson and her husband (Wesley), Travis Bryan 
Jordan, and Heather Paige Jordan; six great-grandchildren, Brayden 
Alexander Jackson, Zackary Atlas James Benson, Kayleigh Ann 
Benson, Brinly Gabrielle Bolduc, Maddilyn Elise Benson, and 
Jackson David Bolduc; and numerous nephews and nieces. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Breast Cancer 
Foundation, 10400 Little Paxtuxent Parkway, Suite 480, Columbia, 
MD  21044 or to the Alzheimer’s Association, 3739 National Drive, 
Raleigh, NC  27612.

ROSEBORO
Mr. Elbert Mercer Jones, 93 passed 
away on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 
Sampson Regional Medical Center. 
A funeral service will be held at 3:00 
PM on Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 
Pleasant Union Baptist Church with 
the Reverend Joey Dockery officiating. 
The burial will follow in the church 
cemetery. The family will receive 
friends from 2:00 PM to 2:50 PM at the 

church prior to the service. Mr. Jones was a native of Sampson County, 
the son of Vernon Claude and Lemmie Emory Jones. He was a retired 
Automotive Inspector with the Army Civil Service. He was a member 
of Pleasant Union Baptist Church, a past Master of the Roseboro 
Masonic Lodge #585. He also, was a Veteran of the U.S. Army. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, Lucy Smith Jones and 
brother, Billy Jones. He is survived by two sons, Craig Jones and wife, 
Debbie of Huddleston, VA; and Bobby Jones and wife, Peggy of Hope 
Mills; daughter, Sherry Coulter of Durham; brother, Vernon Jones, Jr. 
and wife, Shirley of Clinton; two grandchildren, Amanda Coulter and 
Ashley Dellis; three great grandchildren and nephew, John Jones and 
wife Emma and daughter, Kiley of Clinton, who were very special to 
their uncle Elbert.  Services entrusted to Butler Funeral Home, 401 W. 
Roseboro Street, Roseboro, NC.

CLINTON
Steven Charles Masset, 56, of Clinton, 
passed away. A memorial service will 
be held at 8 PM, Monday, April 12, 
2021 at Crumpler-Honeycutt Funeral 
Home.  The family will receive friends 
from 6:30 PM – 8 PM just before the 
service at the funeral home. Steven, 
born January 23, 1965 in North Dakota, 
was the son of Charles Masset and the 
late Georgine McCay Harrington.  He 

was a salesman for Ellis Lewis Car Sales.  In addition to his mother 
he was preceded in death by his brother Charles Masset, Jr., and 
stepfather Bill Harrington. Survivors include; wife, Deanna Ruth 
Hollingsworth;  father, Charles Masset (Lynne); daughter, Mia Vaca; 
step-son, Waylon Hollingsworth and wife Maria; grandchildren, Olivia 
and Alaina Hollingsworth; sisters, DeeAnn of Austin, Texas, Laura 
Masset of Novato, CA, Trisha Masset of Stuart, FL, and Kathleen 
Masset, Pasadena, CA; step-sister, Kimber Grooms of Terra Haute, 
Indiana; sister-in-law, Karen Masset of Monroe, Washington; nieces 
and nephews, Jessica Murray (Joel), Dallas, TX, Samantha Chidley, 
Rohnert Park, CA, Jaylee Wilson, Mike Grooms, Austin Grooms and 
Nicholas Masset of Monroe, Washington ; and special friends, Jason 

Mason, Eric Kelly, Riley Pippin, Lyn Modglin, Lori Bishop, and 
Kimberly Willis. Online condolences may be sent to the family at 
www.crumpler-honeycutt.com.

ROCKWELL SC
Mrs. Jessie McLaughlin, 75, of 
Rockwell, NC formerly of Sampson 
County, passed away Sunday, April 
4, 2021 at home. The funeral service 
(social distancing observed) will be 
held 2pm, Saturday, April 10 at New 
Born Church of God of the Apostles 
Doctrine, Roseboro, NC with Elder 
Rupert Brackett officiating. Burial 
will take place in Hicksville, NY. 

Mrs. McLaughlin is survived by husband Thomas McLaughlin of 
the home; daughters, Allison Edmonds of Spartansburg, SC, Denine 
Eddington Dumpson of Warsaw, NC, Tashamba Morgan of Willow 
Springs, NC; sons, James Eddington, Jr. of Clinton, NC, Lemont 
Eddington of Freemont, NC, Thomas McLaughlin, III of Eastwood, 
NC, Alexander McLaughlin of Spring Lake, NC; 26 grandchildren, 
45 great grandchildren. Walk-thru Viewing was held at the Worley 
Funeral Home Friday, April 9 from 1pm - 6pm. Online condolences 
may be sent to worleyfuneralhomeinc.com.

CLINTON
Cheryl Ann Sutton New, 58, passed 
away on Saturday, April 3, 2021 at 
Sampson Regional Medical Center, 
with her family by her side.  A 
Memorial Service will be held on 
Saturday, April 10th at 11:00 am 
at the Royal-Hall Funeral Home 
Chapel with Pastor Lynn Blackburn 
officiating. A visitation for family 
and friends will be held immediately 

following the service at the funeral home.  Born in 1962 in Sampson 
County, Cheryl was the daughter of Linda Parsons Hyatt and the late 
Curtis Joel Sutton and a member of Clinton Family Worship Center. 
She was a CNA with Mary-Gran Nursing Center and an employee 
with the Sampson County Department of Aging.  She loved helping 
others and had many friends in the community. She is survived 
by her mother, Linda Hyatt of Clinton; her two daughters: Kristin 
Jade New and Diane Paige New, both of Clinton; brother, Woody 
Sutton of Houston, Texas; and her six grandchildren: Samuel, Zoey, 
Ricky, Gabriel, Ava and Kayla. In addition to her father, she was 
preceded in death by her son, Curtis Harold New, sister, Carol Sutton 
and a brother, Chris Sutton.  In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made to Royal-Hall Funeral Home to help with her 
funeral expenses. There is a “donation” link on her obituary page 
on the funeral home’s website, or you can mail donations to PO Box 
815, Clinton, NC  28329. Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  
Royal-Hall is honored to serve the New family.

CLINTON
Virginia Sanchez Reyes, 22 and 
“Princess” Anna Marie Smith Reyes, 
2 months old of 41 Francis Lane died 
Friday April 2, 2021 in Johnston 
County. Funeral Mass was held 
4:00 pm Wednesday April 7, 2021 
at Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church by Father Joseph Dionne 
officiating. Burial was held 4:00 pm 
Thursday April 8, 2021 at the Clinton 

City Cemetery. Visitation was held on Wednesday April 7, 2021, 
2021 from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm at Hope Valley Hawkins Funeral 
Service, 1246 Hobbton Hwy Clinton.

CLINTON 
Richard Donald Summerlin, Sr. 
“Don”, 85 of 600 Allen Street, 
passed away Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
at Sampson Regional Medical Center. 
A graveside service will be held at 2 
PM, Saturday, April 10th at Clinton 
City Cemetery with Rev. Mike Shook 
and Rev. Cameron Dunn officiating.  
There will be a walk-through 
viewing from 1 PM – 5 PM, Friday, 
April 9th at Crumpler-Honeycutt 

Funeral Home. Don, born March 20, 1936 in Duplin County, was the 
son of Zeb Summerlin and Carrie Kornegay Summerlin.  In addition 
to his parents he was preceded in death by his wife, Patsy Kelly 
Summerlin and brother Harold Summerlin. He worked at Hamilton 
Beach for over fifteen years and retired from Pine State Distributing 
in Clinton.  Don was a long time member of Grove Park Baptist 
Church where he served faithfully as a deacon.   He was a long-
time community leader serving with the Lions Club and on the City 
Planning Board and enjoyed salt water fishing, gardening, yardwork 
and following the UNC Tarheels. Don cherished his children and 
grandchildren and was very proud of each of them.   He was eager 
and loved to tell of each of their accomplishments.  Survivors 
include; children, Debbie S. West and husband Joe, Rick Summerlin 
and wife Dana, and Kathy S. Foster and husband Bret; grandsons, 
Jody West, Michael Summerlin, Stephen Summerlin, Grayson Foster 
and Garrett Foster; granddaughter, Jennifer W. Roach ; seven great-
grandchildren; and sister, Louise Quinn of VA. Online condolences 
may be sent to the family at www.crumpler-honeycutt.com. In lieu of 
flowers memorials may be made the American Cancer Society, 2202 
Wrightsville Ave., Suite 111, Wilmington, NC  28403 or to Grove 
Park Baptist Church, 609 Northeast Blvd, Clinton, NC  28328.

CLINTON
Mrs. Joan M. Warren, 73, of 3020 
Big Piney Grove Road, Clinton, NC 
passed away Wednesday, April 7, 
2021 at Sampson Regional Medical 
Center, Clinton, NC. The graveside 
service will be held at 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at The 
Warren Family Cemetery with Rev. 
Leonard Henry officiating. The burial 
will follow after the service. Mrs. 

Warren is survived by her HUSBAND-William Lawrence Warren 
of the home; SISTERS-Doris McCullough of Fayetteville, NC and 
Faye Herring of Atlanta, GA; BROTHER-Ray Murphy of Garland, 
NC. The live-stream will be available AT THE SERVICE TIME. 
NOTE:  To access the service via Facebook, log on to your Facebook 
account and type in Worley Funeral Home. Viewing at the Funeral 
Home (Mask are required) Tuesday, April 13, 2021 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

CHEROKEE
Lona “Jeannette” Fox, 66, formerly of Clinton, passed away on 
April 4, 2021 at Care Partners Solace Center in Asheville, NC with 
her family by her side. Born on December 30, 1954 in Sampson 
County, Jeannette was the daughter of the late Floyd and Ethel 
Matthis Japarks. She grew up in Clinton and lived in the area with 
her husband, Durwood, until 1974 when they moved to Alabama, 
eventually returning to her hometown in 2002, staying in the area 
until the Fall of last year, when they moved to the mountains.  She 
was a homemaker and also owned a daycare for the majority of her 
life. Jeannette loved children and her family more than anything. 
She will be greatly missed. She is survived by her husband of almost 
49 years, Durwood Fox; daughter, Nikki Fox of Clinton; brothers: 
Bobby Dill of Herring and Anthony Japarks of Randleman; four 
grandchildren: Chase Fox, Brooklyn Morin, Cameron Morin and 
Jaqueline Journey; and also her fur-baby – her dog, “Levi”.  In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her sister, 
Peggy Faircloth and a brother, Buddy Japarks.  A Graveside Service 
for Jeannette was held on Thursday, April 8th at 11:00 am at the 
Springvale Section of Clinton Cemetery with Rev. Byron Murray 
officiating. Royal-Hall is honored to serve the Fox family.  
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CUP STANDINGS

1. Denny Hamlin...................................327

2. Joey Logano.....................................269

3. Martin Truex Jr. ..............................247

4. Kyle Larson.......................................242

5. Brad Keselowski..............................232

6. William Byron ..................................228

7. Ryan Blaney......................................226

8. Kevin Harvick...................................225

9. Chase Elliott .....................................211

10. Christopher Bell ............................186

11. Austin Dillon ...................................186

12. Michael McDowell.........................183

13. Kyle Busch.......................................183

14. Ricky Stenhouse Jr.......................180

15. Kurt Busch ......................................173

16. Alex Bowman .................................172

17. Chris Buescher...............................168

18. Ryan Preece....................................154

19. Ryan Newman ................................149

20. Daniel Suarez .................................144

DENNY
HAMLIN

No changes
here after an
offweek

KYLE
LARSON

Martinsville
avg. finish:
22.4— yuck!

JOEY
LOGANO
Thinks

Martinsville is
named for

Mark

MARTIN
TRUEX JR.

Won 2 of last
3 at

Martinsville

KYLE
BUSCH

Can’t put 2
good weeks
together

CHASE
ELLIOTT

Needed that
offweek to
regroup

BRAD
KESELOWSKI
Consistently
strong on the
paperclip

KEVIN
HARVICK
Must be

getting itchy
by now, right?

RYAN
BLANEY

Four straight
Martinsville

top5s

WILLIAM
BYRON

Unsure about
the

Martinsville
hot dog

KENWILLIS’ TOP 10 DRIVER RANKINGS

Feb. 9: Busch Clash (Kyle Busch)
Feb. 14: Daytona 500 (Michael McDowell)
Feb. 21: Daytona Road Course
(Christopher Bell)
Feb. 28: Homestead (William Byron)
March 7: Las Vegas (Kyle Larson)
March 14: Phoenix (Martin Truex Jr.)
March 21: Atlanta (Ryan Blaney)
March 28: Bristol (dirt) (Joey Logano)
April 10:Martinsville

April 18: Richmond
April 25: Talladega
May 2: Kansas
May 9: Darlington
May 16: Dover
May 23: Austin
May 30: Charlotte
June 6: Sonoma
June 13: Texas AllStar
June 20: Nashville
June 26: Pocono
June 27: Pocono

July 4: Road America (Wisconsin)
July 11: Atlanta
July 18: New Hampshire
Aug. 8:Watkins Glen
Aug. 15: Indianapolis
Aug. 22:Michigan
Aug. 28: Daytona

PLAYOFFS ROUND OF 16
Sept. 5: Darlington
Sept. 11: Richmond
Sept. 18: Bristol

PLAYOFFS ROUND OF 12
Sept. 26: Las Vegas
Oct. 3: Talladega
Oct. 10: Charlotte Roval

PLAYOFFS ROUND OF 8
Oct. 17: Texas
Oct. 24: Kansas
Oct. 31:Martinsville

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND
Nov. 7: Phoenix

2021CUP SERIES SCHEDULE

Zach Dean and Ken Willis cover
NASCAR and other forms of
motorsports for the Daytona Beach
NewsJournal. Reach them at
zach.dean@newsjrnl.com and
ken.willis@newsjrnl.com.

DAYTONA MOTOR MOUTHS

Michael Waltrip (Daytona 500), Dale
Jarrett, Matt Kenseth, Bobby Labonte,
Ricky Craven, Kurt Busch, RyanNewman,
Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff� Gordon.

Kurt Busch became the fi�rst repeat
winner in race No. 10 at Fontana, while
MildMattKensethwon thechampionship
despite winning just one race.

Third gear

So, who thinks we can surpass that
2003 total?

Todoso,we’dneedanothernewface in
Victory Lane thisweekend atMartinsville
and then again next week at Richmond.
After that, the series heads to Talladega,
where, of course, nothingweird ever hap
pens.

So, is it possible? Shoot, I’d say it’s
closer to probable!

When guys like Elliott, Harvick, Ham
lin, Kyle Busch and Brad Keselowski
haven’t won yet, don’t be surprised if the
madness extends well past March.

Fourth gear

Whilemostdrivershad theentireweek
off�, Larson and Chris Buescher spent last
Thursday testing a ... rain tire ... at Mar
tinsville.

Yep, you read that right.
NASCAR lastweek said itwanted to do

a “feasibility test” for wetweather tires in
a shorttrack setting. So, during a chilly
Martinsville morning on Thursday,
Buescher’s Roush Fenway Racing No. 17
and Larson’s No. 5 Hendrick Chevy tried
out a number of diff�erent tire setups on
damp pavement.

NASCAR’s Senior Vice President of
Racing Innovation John Probst said itwas
a “promising”morning.

“Today could have ended it, but it cer
tainly didn’t do that,” he added. “I feel like
everyone involved felt like it was a very
positive test, but it’s still fresh and cer
tainly a very, very good fi�rst step.”

Hey, if it gets us out of further rain de
lays, count this guy in.

Gentleman, restart those engines!
After the annual Easter off�week, the

NASCAR Cup Series resumes its mara
thon season thisweekend under theMar
tinsville lights — the second of three
straight shorttrack racesontheschedule.

Before heading into our fi�rst scheduled
primetime race of 2021 (is the Daytona
500 still going?), let’s catch everyone up
with the regular seasona littleoveraquar
ter of the way through.

First gear

Last time we spoke, Joey Logano be
came the fi�rst Cup Series driver to win a
race on the dirt since King Richard Petty
back in 1970.

Logano joins a diverse group of win
ners so far this season, including Michael
McDowell, Christopher Bell, William By
ron, Kyle Larson, Martin Truex Jr. and
Ryan Blaney.

The Hendrick and Penske stables have
been themost consistent on a weekly ba
sis, but the Joe Gibbs Racing Toyotas ap
pear to be gaining ground.

Guys likeMcDowell, Daniel Suarez and
Chris Buescher have all shown far more
speed than anyone expected through the
fi�rst two months, while usual suspects
like Kevin Harvick, Kyle Busch, Denny
Hamlin andChase Elliott have all been in
consistent.

Second gear

So that’s seven diff�erent winners to
start the season, the most since 2014.
Anyonewanna guess the last timewehad
eight?

Yes, 2003. Correct!
Actually,wehadninediff�erentwinners

to start the 2003 season, whichwas obvi
ously not run under this current format.
And yes, of course we’re going to tell you
who those winners were!

THROUGH THE GEARS

After the annual Easter offweek, the NASCAR Cup Series resumes its
marathon season this weekend under the Martinsville lights— the second of
three straight short track races on the schedule. STEVE HELBER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASCAR restarts engines
in Martinsville showdown
Zach Dean
Daytona Beach NewsJournal

USA TODAY NETWORK

Have you ever bought a new ride
because it was “The Official Pace
Car” of any race anywhere?

KEN’S CALL: No but I absolutely would,
of course. Well, as long as it fit my
needs, desires and price range. Oh, and
as long as it was an official pace truck.
DEAN’S DIRT: I drive a Kia Optima.
What do you think?

Our first Saturday night race of
2021 is here; do you prefer
Sunday afternoons?

KEN’S CALL: I like the current mix,
though once football starts I’d move
everything up and run on Friday nights
and Saturday mornings. Yes, I’m kid
ding (maybe).
DEAN’S DIRT: I used to love Sunday
afternoons. But now it’s Sundays at
nearly 4 p.m. most weeks, so no. Give
me primetime all the time.

SPEED FREAKS

A Carl Edwards sighting?

Yes, “Cousin Carl”made an appear
ance on Fox Sports 1’s Race Hub late
last week and said his
postNASCAR life in
cludes a lot of traveling
and some farming at his
Missouri home. Ed
wards shocked the
NASCAR world just over
four years ago when he
announced his immediate retirement
from racing, at age 37. Now, he sug
gests he might—might— be interest
ed in a onetime return on a road
course. The timing is quite interesting,
if you ask me.

Ahhh, ulterior motives?

Carl Edwards’ name has been men
tioned in Missouri political circles, and
we’re not talking about his hometown
Columbia city council. Upon his 2017
retirement, some speculated he might
be a good U.S. Senate candidate for
the 2018 election cycle. It didn’t hap
pen and Edwards remained way out of
the spotlight, but now his name has
resurfaced regarding the 2022 elec
tion for a Senate seat that’s coming
open. Name recognition and visibility
gives any candidate a big head start,
and while Edwards was looking to
escape that in 2017, it would surely
serve him well if there’s anything to
the Senate speculation. Has anyone
ever backflipped after a stump
speech?

— Ken Willis

Q&A

Edwards

APRIL 9 (FRIDAY): Xfinity Series at
Martinsville (8 p.m., Fox Sports 1)
APRIL 10 (SATURDAY): Cup Series at
Martinsville (7:30, FS1)

WHAT’S ON TAP?

Winner: Denny Hamlin

Rest of top 5:William Byron, Martin
Truex Jr., Chase Elliott, Ryan Blaney

First one out: Kyle Larson

Dark horse:Matt DiBenedetto

Don’t be surprised if ...: Hamlin re
turns to Victory Lane at one of his
favorite tracks.

ZACH’SMARTINSVILLE PICKS

5Career wins at Martinsville for
Denny Hamlin.

19Races left in the regular season.

236Laps led by Chase Elliott at
Martinsville last November.

2003Last time the Cup Series
had eight different win

ners to start the year.

10,089Career laps led by
Martin Truex Jr.

BY THE NUMBERS

NASCAR THISWEEK
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SOUTHEASTERN
Beginning May 4th, Open Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM until 5:00 PM 

and Saturdays 7:00 AM to 12 Noon

714 Warsaw Road  •  Clinton, NC  •  910-590-3513  • Visit Us On-line at WWW.SEOP-USA.COM

Commercial & Industrial

Farming & AgriculturalHome & Business

Shelters & Storage

Se Habla
Español

Rules:  To vote for your preference in each category, write in the name of the 
business, organization, or person you think best exemplifies excellence in sales 
and/or service for that category.  Return the full page via mail to: The Sampson 

Weekly, PO Box 1915, Clinton NC 28329 or you may drop off your submission in 
person at our office at 201 Northeast Boulevard in Clinton.  You may also submit 

your vote online at www.thesampsonweekly.com or via our Facebook page.
One entry will be drawn at random each week for four weeks to receive a $50 

prepaid VISA Card.  Employees of The Sampson Weekly and their families are not 
eligible for entry.  All entries will remain confidential.


