8/26/2018 Arkansas Life Article on Chris Olsen

veryone knows the blond-haired, blue-eyed landscape designer

with a gift for making art out of flowers and plants. Chris Olsen,
garden guru and owner of Botanica Gardens in Little Rock, can take
any plot of soil and turn it into a masterpiece. But on a cold winter
day last December, I find his talents go way beyond green leaves and
soil. In a striking display of color and innovation, Olsen achieves a
Christmas look without falling prey to the typical red-green combo,
overuse of garland, and presence of miniature Santas that creep
out even the most adoring believers. Instead, the bungalow tucked
away in West Little Rock showcases both traditional and modern
styles, and classic and retro color palettes, proving that the flair of
the holiday season only enhances this designer’s abode.
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Lefe The maie eseure in Olsents bving room

A slesk wooden bed accented with 2 silk
pand insct on the headboard faces wooden
floors made from planks found in abandoned
Arkansas shacks. The juxtaposition continses
with the mantel and French doors sanded and
painted to ook like sged pine next to chrcular
mirsors of differcat sizes above the bed. The
large bedroom succeeds in twa big ways: It acts
a3 a great place 10 gather during parties — for
large parties Olsen removes the furniture and
has tables brought in to give it a very French
chateau feel. he says — and it’s a relaxing retreat
for Olsen after a long day’s work a1 Botanica
Gardens.

“The bedroom is my faverite room in the
Motse he says. It so cozy and warm. | love the
way sunlight comes through the French doars in
the morning”™
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Olsen's home is free of any curtains or blinds,
With his pericetly Iandscaped yard — complete
with 2 meditstion garden outside the bedroom
and pool beyand the living roam — it would be
wrong o cover up the view.

In the homes main living srca, rust<colored
flames burn high in the fireplace. providing
warmth among the cool-colored fabrics and
decorations. The Christmas flair transforms the
living reom, biat does not siray from the homes
style — a soathing contemporary designed by
Olsen and good friend Kevin Green four years
ago. Green and blue ornaments on the mantel and
sanall table-top tree blend with the staples of the
room — a large gray safa, green accent pillows
and paintings of oceansc colars that fill the walls.

Look up and you'll find the most daring,
unusual Christmas  decoration in Arkansas,

maybe the South. Blue and green ornaments of
all shapes and sizcs sit atop a suspended plece of
glass hanging from the tray ceiling by four metal
rods. They remain still. as if stuck 10 the spot
Olsen gave them. Amaring considering theres 5o
e ar tape holding them kn place. | walk om my
tiptocs when crossing under the suspended art
piece. Olsen doesnt seem the least bit concerned.

“You can have a besutifl house and i still
be liveable, useable. he says. "My nieces and
nephews run around and ' not worricd sbout
them breaking anything

In the nearby dining nook. Olsen has
continsed the color scheme but emphasies

sparkle. The frosted glass table is centered by
tea lights surrounding 3 raw of yellow orchids; 3
large round light fixture glows like a snow ball on
fire; and tiny candles hanging froms the chandelier
Ricker when someane passes. A large wall misror
amplifies all the ficker and flah,

T return 1o the hub of the home and plop down
on the sofa. in front of the fire. Behind me. the
indoor fountsin rushes, like & dream afler 3
spring rainstorm. Between the fountain’s steady
flow, the warmth of the flames, and the giddiness
that comes with the approaching holiday. all 1
need i 2 hat toddy 10 setthe in for the aflernoon
. and perbaps 3 long winter's nap. 9
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