
Pennsylvania Peace Officer Defined

Title 18 § 501. Definitions. “Peace officer." Any person who by virtue of his office or public 

employment is vested by law with a duty to maintain public order or to make arrests for offenses, 

whether that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to specific offenses.

Title 13 P.S. Constables § 40. Peace officers: Constables, county detectives, sheriffs, deputy 

sheriffs, waterways patrolmen and game protectors shall perform all those duties authorized or imposed

on them by statute.


