Paul’s Defense before Felix

Acts 24

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down
with some elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before
the governor their case against Paul. And when he had been
summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, “We have found
this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews
throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes.”

And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul
replied, “Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over
this nation, I cheerfully make my defense. You can verify that it is
not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem,
and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a
crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. But
this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a
sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid
down by the Law and written in the Prophets. Having a hope in
God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a
resurrection of both the just and the unjust. Now after several
years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings.
While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple,
without any crowds or tumult. But some Jews from Asia—they
ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they
have anything against me. Or else let these men themselves say
what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council,
other than this one thing, that I cried out while standing among
them, ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on
trial before you this day.””

After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who
was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith
in Christ Jesus. And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-
control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go
away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon
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Paul before Agrippa & Eunice
Acts 26

Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for
yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense,
“My manner of life from my youth is known by all the Jews.
According to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a
Pharisee. And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the
promise made by God to our fathers, to which our twelve tribes
hope to attain. And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O king!
Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the
dead?”

“I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in
opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so in
Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after
receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put
to death I cast my vote against them. And I punished them often in
all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in
raging fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.”

“In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the
authority and commission of the chief priests. At midday, O king,
I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun that shone around
me. [ heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?””

“And I said, “Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I
am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon your
feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as
a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen Me and
to those in which I will appear to you. To open their eyes, so that
they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.””

“To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and
so I stand here testifying both to small and great saying nothing but
what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: that the
Christ must suffer and that by being the first to rise from the dead,
he would proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles.”
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Paul in Rome
Acts 28

And when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by
himself, with the soldier who guarded him. After three days he
called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had
gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing
against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the
Romans. When they had examined me, they wished to set me at
liberty, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my
case. But because the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to
Caesar—though I had no charge to bring against my nation. For
this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you,
since it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this
chain.”

And they said to him, “We desire to hear from you what
your views are, for with regard to this sect we know that
everywhere it is spoken against.”

When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him
at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to
convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from
the Prophets. And some were convinced by what he said, but
others disbelieved. And disagreeing among themselves, they
departed after Paul had made one statement, “The Holy Spirit was
right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet, ‘Go to
this people, and say, “You will indeed hear but never understand,
and you will indeed see but never perceive. For this people’s heart
has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their
eyes they have closed.”

“Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God
has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen. He lived there two
whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to
him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.
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