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Paul’s Macedonian Call

Acts 16

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the Word in
Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go
into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing
by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul
in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the
Gospel to them.

So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to
Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, and from there to
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. And on the
Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke
to the women who had come together.

One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of
God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said
by Paul. And after she was baptized, and her household as well,
she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
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Paul in Thessalonica and Berea

Acts 17

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom, and
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I
proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and
not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, and
taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the
city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring
them out to the crowd. And when they could not find them, they
dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down
have come here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all
acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another
king, Jesus.” And the people and the city authorities were
disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had taken
money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by
night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the Jewish
synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the Word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.
Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of
high standing as well as men. But when the Jews from
Thessalonica learned that the Word of God was proclaimed by Paul
at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and stirring up the
crowds. Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to
the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who
conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens and after receiving a
command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as



possible, they departed.
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Paul in Corinth
Acts 18

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he
found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from
Italy with his wife, Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all
the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, and because he
was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they
were tentmakers by trade. And he reasoned in the synagogue
every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was
occupied with the Word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was
Jesus. And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his
garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own head! I
am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” And he left
there and went to the house of a man name Titius Justus, a
worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue.
Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together
with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing
Paul believed and were baptized. And the Lord said to Paul one
night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not
be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm
you, for I have many in this city who are My people.” And he
stayed a year and six months, teaching the Word of God among
them.

After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took
leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla
and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a
vow. And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, but he
himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.
When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. But
on taking leave of them he said, “I will return to you if God wills,”
and he set sail from Ephesus. When he had landed at Caesarea,
he went up and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch.
After spending some time there, he departed and went from one
place to the next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia,
strengthening all the disciples.
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