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Paul in Ephesus
Acts 18 & 19

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had
been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he
spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew
only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but
when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained
to him the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to
Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to
welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through
grace had believed, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing
by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed
through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some
disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when
you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is
a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
said, “Into John’s baptism.” And Paul said, “John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and
prophesying. There were about twelve men in all.

And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly,
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. But when
some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the
Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the
disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. This
continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the Word
of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.






Paul’s Return Home

Acts 20

Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the
church to come to him. And when they came to him, he said to them,
“You yourselves know how I did not shrink from declaring to you
anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house
to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I am going to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the
Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions
await me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to
myself if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the Gospel of the grace of God. And
now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. Therefore I testify to
you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink
from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which He obtained with His own
blood. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise
men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. And
now I commend you to God and to the Word of His grace, which is able
to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.  You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my
necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown
you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’”

And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed
with them all. And there was much weeping on the part of all; they
embraced Paul and kissed him, being sorrowful most of all because of the
word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they
accompanied him to the ship.
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Paul Before the Council
Acts 22 & 23

But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was
being accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the chief
priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him
before them.

And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have
lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” And the
high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on
the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and
yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?”’ Those who stood by
said, “Would you revile God’s high priest?” And Paul said, “I did not
know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not
speak evil of a ruler of your people.””

Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the
other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, [ am a Pharisee, a
son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the
dead that I am on trial.” And when he had said this, a dissension arose
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.
For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit,
but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. Then a great clamor arose, and
some of the scribes of the Pharisees’ party stood up and contended
sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel
spoke to him?” And when the dissension became violent, the tribune,
afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers
to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him
into the barracks.

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take
courage, for as you have testified to the facts about Me in Jerusalem, so
you must testify also in Rome.”



ACTS 23:11

But on the night immediately
following, the Lord stood at his side
and said, “Take courage; for as you
have solemnly witnessed to My
cause at Jerusalem, so you must
witness at Rome also.”’
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