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THOUGHT 
673 words · 3 min read 

"This article is a continuation of thoughts first published back in 2020 on the OMOTORI blog. In essence, there 
is still not a single manufacturer capable of offering a true technology of the future for long-range 
motorcycles or serious urban models. Most current electric motorcycles are little more than scooters or toys 
for teenagers; while they provide plenty of fun, they fail to address the industry's key challenges. This article 
is just the beginning of the 'pain' we are feeling—a pain we hope to finally heal." 

 

The Two-Wheeled Placebo: Why the Motorcycle Industry is Stuck in the "Pokemon" Era 

Modern motorcycle reveals are starting to look more like Marvel movie premieres: plenty of special effects, 
aggressive "Transformer -style" designs, and loud buzzwords about Artificial Intelligence. But if you peel away 
that flashy plastic, you’ll find 40 -year -old architecture propped up by "electronic crutches."  

One such "innovation" that marketers are hailing as a breakthrough is active gyroscopic stabilization. Let’s 
break down why this isn’t a step forward, but merely a way to blow smoke in the eyes of the consumer.  

Gyroscopes: A Technological Crutch or a Cure? 
The idea of a motorcycle that "won’t fall over" sounds enticing to beginners. But for the industry, it is an 
admission of defeat in the battle against physics and weight.  

1. Treating the Symptom, Not the Disease: Instead of working on ideal chassis geometry and lowering 
the center of gravity, manufacturers are adding massive spinning discs. This adds weight, increases 
power consumption, and introduces yet another complex point of failure.  

2. Killing the "Mechanics of Flight": The essence of a motorcycle lies in its dynamic instability —the ability 
to manage weight through lean. Gyroscopic systems create a "synthetic" steering feel, distancing the 
rider from the road.  

3. A Marketing Shield: It’s far easier to install a gyroscope and call it "Smart Safety" than it is to invest 
in developing a new composite frame or an innovative suspension system.  
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The "Design for Design’s Sake" Trap 
As we’ve previously discussed on the OMOTORI blog , modern motorcycle design has devolved into "visual 
noise." Aggressive "eye -like" headlights and jagged plastic lines serve no functional purpose. It is a decoration 
used to mask a lack of real engineering ideas. When form ceases to follow function, we ge t "Pokemons" that 
look fast but remain hostages to old problems: overheating, vibration, and low energy efficiency.  

WHAT WILL ACTUALLY CHANGE THE GAME? 
If we want to see a new era of "long -range," efficient, and reliable motorcycles, the industry needs to stop 
painting masks and start designing systems.  

1. POWER BUFFERS (MECHANICAL CAPACITORS) 
The Achilles' heel of electric motorcycles is battery degradation under load. The real breakthrough will be the 
implementation of intermediate energy storage (hydraulic accumulators or supercapacitors). These will 
handle peak loads during acceleration and recuperation, allowing the main battery to last for decades.  

2. ACTIVE "CLEAN LINE" AERODYNAMICS 
Instead of static winglets that only cause trouble in crosswinds, the future belongs to active elements. A body 
that changes geometry based on speed will radically reduce the drag coefficient (Cx), which is far more critical 
for a motorcycle than the size of its fuel tank.  

3. AVIATION RELIABILITY AND MODULARITY 
Transitioning from "garage -style" assembly to aviation standards: using titanium alloys in transmission units 
and eliminating friction pairs. A motorcycle should require an overhaul once every 50,000 km, not after every 
ride in the rain.  

4. INTEGRATED ENERGY STRUCTURES 
A motorcycle frame shouldn't just be a "cage" for the engine. The future lies in structural batteries or load -
bearing elements that simultaneously serve as reservoirs for working fluids or energy storage. This is the path 
to the radical weight reduction th at the industry has ignored for too long.  

The Bottom Line 
The motorcycle industry is currently in a coma, masked by heavy layers of makeup. Gyroscopes and "robot 
faces" are just attempts to sell us old wine in increasingly gaudy bottles. The true revolution will happen when 
design becomes functional again, and wh en the systems beneath the plastic are as efficient as those in a 
modern fighter jet.  
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