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JANUARY 2019
CLASSROOM NEWS

Ms. Evelyn – Music
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! I have some fun new songs for the kids to sing for January and a few old familiar ones.  They are going to sing about a “bear that makes me crazy” and learn a counting song.  They will be singing several clapping songs to help with gross motor skills.  I think they will have a fun and happy singing class. 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  Psalm 98:1
Ms. Heather – Primary
Hello 2019!!!  I hope your Christmas break was wonderful and filled with love and joy!!  I cannot believe that 2019 is here already!!  I am looking forward to getting back into our routine and being back together. We have so much to look forward to. 

For January we will be focusing on the color blue, and our shape is diamond. Our fruit of the spirit is kindness!  Chapel is always a wonderful time! We will sing new songs, learn about penguins, talk about how animals hibernate and so much more!!  We have made it through the first part of school, and that flew by!  I am excited to see what this year brings us!!  Glad we are in this together!

Ms. Andrea – Primary
Happy New Year 2019!

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break with family & friends. My family used these past few weeks to rest, recharge, and rejoice!! Looking forward to the New Year with much excitement and hope. I am excited that we are all back together and back into a regular routine.

 

This month the Fruit of the Spirit is-Kindness. I am looking forward to sharing and spreading kindness every day. We will focus on the color blue and our shape focus will be the diamond. We will paint with snow paint, learn about hibernation, sing new songs and learn about penguins. Wishing all of you a happy and healthy 2019- let’s get this new year started! 
Ms. Michelle – Threes/Fours  
Happy New Year!!  We have a fun and exciting new year ahead of us!  We will start out by reviewing our numbers, letters, shapes, colors, Spanish and sign language that we learned all the way back in 2018!  Just a few of the topics we will be covering this month will be the color white, the shape rectangle, rote counting to 10, the idea of 5, sorting big and small, community helpers, as well as good nutrition and our body.  We will continue with our letters where we left off and learn about letters L-P.  We will continue to work on fine motor skills such as cutting with scissors, buttoning, snapping, and zipping.  We will have a fun cooking lesson with popcorn and a science lesson with melting snowmen!  Our fruit of the spirit for January is kindness.  I am so excited to see everyone’s smiling faces in the new year after the long break!

January Birthdays:

Ellie Kate     28th

Ms. Debra - Threes/Fours
I hope everyone had a safe and wonderful Christmas holiday. The first ½ of the school year flew by, and the last half will go even quicker.

We are going to be working hard on independence the 2nd half of the year. Getting our own coats on, opening our own lunch, changing our own clothes and learning to use our words with classmates to communicate (instead of coming to me) first before needing me to handle it.  We will also be working on controlling our emotions (not crying or whining) when things don’t go our way.

As always, please come to me with any questions or concerns you may have.

Ms. Margaret M. – Three-day Pre K
Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had a restful, healthy, happy Christmas holiday! It's wonderful to see everyone back ready to start a new month and year! Thank you to everyone for helping out with our Christmas party--it was so much fun! This month we will focus on the season of winter. We will begin the month with a unit on hibernation. We will learn about the season of winter with regard to the weather, how we dress, what activities we can do, and how animals adapt in the colder months. We will continue to learn more upper case letters and work on other skills such as patterning, cutting, interacting with books (predicting and sequencing for example). January is also a great month to talk about ways to keep our bodies healthy with exercise and nutrition. Later this month progress reports will come home and optional conferences can be scheduled to discuss your child's progress. Everyone is growing in so many ways, and I am excited to see how all the children continue to blossom the second half of this school year! As always, please come by and visit any time you have a concern or question. 

Ms. Margaret C. – Four-day Pre K
Happy New Year to all of you and wishing you a year full of good health, happiness, and love!  What more could we ask for!  December was a busy and fun month filled with making Jesse tree ornaments and gifts for all to enjoy.  A big “thank you” for coming to our Christmas Program and providing goodies for our party.  You all are super!

In January we will continue with our “Handwriting Without Tears” and focus on themes of snow, ice, winter, and The Gingerbread Man.  We will read different versions of gingerbread themes and use the skill of compare and contrast to discuss the stories.  Be watching our bulletin board for our art work that will coincide with our themes.  We will be working on one-to-one correspondence, counting, comparing amounts, patterns, and basic addition using manipulatives.  We will also be working on letter identification and sounds. It will fun-filled month, so get ready for another learning adventure. Again Happy New Year to all of you! And happy birthday to Brynlee who turned 5 on January 7th!
Ms. Diane – Pre K
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a safe and happy Christmas and New Year celebration!  My family and I visited with friends and family at home and in Dallas for the holidays.   

We will be off to a busy start for 2019 getting ready for Kindergarten!  It will be here before you know it!  We will review the letters we have worked on so far and cover Q, G, and S with our “Handwriting Without Tears” program.  We will also focus on writing our names.  We will practice sequencing stories and making predictions with some wonderful winter books.  One of my favorite books is Jan Brett’s The Mitten.  We’ll spend a week sharing Jan Brett books!  It will be exciting learning about winter this month!  We will also be talking about good nutrition habits, then learning all about dinosaurs at the end of the month.  This is always a student favorite!  Progress reports for the first semester will also be going home this month.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please let me know!  

Ms. Ellen – Kindergarten
January always brings new beginnings to the Kindergarten class. In our four core subject areas we continue to expand our skills getting ready for that big step into First grade. In math we are writing our numbers to 30 and learning the concepts of the number families: 20, 30, 40, 50 and 60. We are learning to count by 10’s and associating that concept with counting dimes. In the reading core we have learned almost 75 high frequency words and will complete the first set of Backpack Bear readers soon. Readers in set II focus on the short vowels. In the phonics core, we will learn about the short ‘a’ vowel sound and word families for the short ‘a’. The handwriting core emphasized completing the alphabet. Our focus now is writing words, writing sentences, spacing of words and basic punctuation. Art was by far the class favorite and involved making U-Umbrellas, Lazy L-s, Nerdy N-s, Net filled N-s. Upcoming February events will include celebrating Chinese New Year’s, starting our Lent folders, and lots of laughing, learning and growing.
JANUARY FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
KINDNESS

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
Proverbs 11:17 A man who is kind benefits himself, but a cruel man hurts himself. 
Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
Proverbs 31:26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

January Birthday Blessings go to:

Ms. Michelle – 3
Brynlee Shafer – 7
Ellie Kate Casella – 28
