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JANUARY 2021
CLASSROOM NEWS

Ms. Evelyn – Music
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

I have some fun new songs for the kids to sing for January and a few old familiar ones.  We are going to sing about the Fruits of the Spirit and learn a counting song.  Then we will be singing several clapping songs to help with our gross motor skills.  I think the children will have a fun and happy singing class.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  Psalm 98:1

Ms. Andrea – Primary
Happy new year 2021! I know it’s going to be a while before I can write that correctly! Hard to believe that another year has come and gone. The Christmas break was a great refresher, but I am ready to be back into a daily routine. I bet your kiddos are too! 
January is going to be another exciting month. We have so much fun planned. This month the fruit of the spirit will be kindness. Couldn’t we all use a little more of that in our lives? This month we will focus on the diamond for our shape and the color blue. We will talk about how animals hibernate. We will discuss the cold weather and maybe even see snow or ice! We will continue to work with our fine motor skills and sensory play through some fun activities; we will manipulate 
squishy snowman bags, snow paint, shaving cream, ice play and of course our old favorite - Play-Doh. I hope that you were all blessed this holiday season. Looking forward to the start of a great year.

Ms. Gigi – Pre-K 3’s  
What an inspiring time of year this is to work with the children.  Just to be able to retell the story of Jesus’ birth and watch their faces warms my heart.  The glitter literally flew around our table during the Christmas season.  We made many decorations that were sent home to enjoy.   We celebrated with a Chick FilA lunch and small treat bags on our last day before vacation.

Now on to 2021!  January is here, and we are fired up and ready to proceed with the learning and fun.  We will continue to work several big floor puzzles, stack tall towers of wooden blocks, create awesome magnetic block structures, drive our monster trucks and fire engines around the classroom, and wave at our school friends out our window when they are having recess with Coach Addison. Our alphabet letters for the month are L, M, N, O .  Our numbers will be 11, 12, 13, and 14.  We will spend time learning the letters that are used in our own names.  

We will be reading “The Little Engine that Could” and hopefully we’ll learn about lots of other kinds of trains.  We will attempt to draw a train using our basic shapes: circle, square, triangle, rectangle and small bell.

     Kindness is our Gift of the Spirit for this month.  We will spend time talking about what it means to be kind to our family and friends.

     Our Birthday for this month is Liam Gibson on the 10th.
Ms. Debra – Pre-K 3’s
I hope everyone had a safe and wonderful Christmas holiday. The first ½ of the school year flew by, and the last half will go even quicker. We are going to be working hard on independence the 2nd half of the year. Getting our own coats on, opening our own lunch, changing our own clothes and learning to use our words with classmates to communicate (instead of coming to me) first before needing me to handle it.  We will also be working on controlling our emotions (not crying or whining) when things don’t go our way. As always, please come to me with any questions or concerns you may have.

Ms. Kim – Pre-K 4’s
Happy New Year! Welcome to 2021! I pray that you all had a safe and healthy Holiday Season and enjoyed some extra time with you sweet kiddos! It is hard to believe that we are hitting the second half of our year; we had such a busy first semester and your kids are continuing to grow and change daily, and it will be exciting to see what this semester brings.

This month we will be enjoying some winter activities, puppet play, and a dinosaur unit! Our letters for January are J, D, and P. As always, we will keep working on our pencil grip and strengthening our fingers so that writing becomes easier. We will continuing practicing our names, working on recognizing numbers 1-20, shape activities and pattern practice. Also as this semester continues, more and more independence will be encouraged, including all opening/closing of lunch items, packing up at the end of the day, and working on all zippers/snaps/buttons on their own. 

    We will also be celebrating another 5th Birthday this month! Happy Birthday Andrew!!

Ms. Kara – Pre-K 4’s
I hope everyone had a restful break!  It's time for the kiddos to get back to work getting smarter!  For Language Arts we will work on the letters "J", "D" and "P".   We will work more on numbers 1-20 for math as well as matching geometric shapes.  We will talk about safe and unsafe behaviors for Social Studies.  The kiddos will have fun with our dinosaur unit.  In Science we will talk more about body parts and sound health practices.  Our Science lesson will also include making homemade playdough, sensory style!

I have completed Mid-Year evaluations, so look for those to come home this month.  Please sign them and send them back to me.

We will be celebrating Teddi Perez turning 5 on January 17th!

Ms. Ellen – Kindergarten
January always brings new beginnings to the Kindergarten class. In our four core subject areas we continue to expand our skills getting ready for that big step into First grade. In math we are writing our numbers to 30 and learning the concepts of the number families: 20, 30, 40, 50 and 60. We are learning to count by 10’s and associating that concept with counting dimes. In the reading core we have learned almost 75 high frequency words and will complete the first set of Backpack Bear readers soon. Readers in set II focus on the short vowels. In the phonics core, we will learn about the short ‘a’ vowel sound and word families for the short ‘a’. The handwriting core emphasized completing the alphabet. Our focus now is writing words, writing sentences, spacing of words and basic punctuation. In December, art was by far the class favorite and involved making U-Umbrellas, Lazy L-s, Nerdy N-s, Net filled N-s. We will continue our alphabet study through art in January.  Upcoming February events will include celebrating Chinese New Year’s, starting our Lent folders, and lots of laughing, learning and growing.
January Birthday Blessings go to:

Liam Gibson – 10

Andrew Lake – 17

Teddi Perez – 17

