THE BODY

Body – soma – an organism, made of several essential parts, with each part fulfilling its particular function in perfect unity with all the other parts, for the purpose, growth, and well-being of the whole.
I.  Purpose
A.  Stated:

“To make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, (Eph. 3:1-6), which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, Who created all things by Jesus Christ:  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.  According to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:” 
Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen.”  Ephesians 3:9-11; 21 – Note correlation  of Deut. 4:5-8.
The mystery may be defined as: the fact that the saved of every different kind would be put into the one Body of Christ, and so functioning would bring glory to God.
B.  Principles:

1. to make all men see, John 17:21-23
2. the fellowship – the partnership we practice and enjoy, John 13:34,35
3. angelic and demonic beings are watching

4. God’s manifold (exceeding various, multiform) wisdom made known

5. this is the eternal purpose

6. the church is to bring glory to God throughout all ages
II.  The Priority of the Body of Christ

A.  Illustrated:  

Our marriage to Christ, thus a member of His Body,  is reflected in human marriage.   Every married couple should be an accurate picture of Christ and His Body, the Church.  Ephesians 5:22-33. These are the two areas of life where two or more people are to live in perfect harmony, or the relationship cannot thrive. This may not always be attained in marriage,  (1 Cor. 7:12-17), but must be attained in the local church. 
B.  Traits:

1. the members are called to the body – Col. 3:15 – “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful.”
2. members one of another – Rom. 12:4,5 – “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of another.”  We are forever connected to one another, and our every move affects every other member.
3. placed by God – 1 Cor. 12:18 – “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.”

4. tempered together by God – 1 Cor. 12:24 – “For our comely parts have no need:  but God hath tempered (blended) the body together, having given more abundant honor to that part which lacked:”  
5. to be no schism – 1 Cor. 12:25 – “That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care (anxious concern for the welfare of) one for another.”  
6. the fullness of Christ – Eph. 1:22,23 – “And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness (full development, complete attainment) of Him that filleth all in all.”  
III.  Unity
A.  Unity – enotes = unanimity, agreeing completely without dissent.  

1. Eph. 4:3 – of the Holy Spirit - “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

2. Eph. 4:12b–13a – of the faith - “And He gave…some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:”
B. The Sames – o autos.
1. body – soma – an organism, made of several essential parts, with each part fulfilling its particular function in perfect unity with all the other parts, for the purpose, growth, and well-being of the whole  – Eph. 3:6 - “That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel
2. love – agape – a setting a supreme value upon, sacrificing all for the good of the object loved – Phil. 2:2 – “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”

3. Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 12:4 -  “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit
4. Lord Jesus Christ – 1 Cor. 12:5 – “And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.”  Administrations = ministries.

5. God the Father – 1 Cor. 12:6 – And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.”  Operations = results
6. mind – phroneo = developed and established set of principles and goals in the soul – Rom. 12:16a – “Be of the same mind one to another.”

7. care, anxious concern for one another - 1 Cor. 12:25 – “That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.”
8. speak - logos = express – 1 Cor. 1:10 - “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing…” Phil. 3:16; 4:2.
9. mind – nous = perceive, see, which precedes actual judgment – “…perfectly joined together in the same mind…”
10. judgment – gnome = knowledge resulting in resolved purpose – 1 Cor. 1:10 – “…and in the same judgment.”
11. rule of walk – kanon – rule, standard of eternal values – Phil. 3:16 – “Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.”
C.  One and the Same – eis
1. body – soma – see B.9 – Rom. 12:4,5 – “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”  Col. 3:15; 1 Cor. 12:12,20; Eph. 2:16; 4:4.
2. Holy Spirit – Eph. 2:18 – “For though Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”  Eph. 4:4

3. hope – Eph. 4:4 – “ one hope.” – we are confidently expecting the same future
4. LORD – Eph. 4:5 – “one LORD.” – we all answer to the same Authority

5. faith – Eph. 4:5 – “…one faith…” – believe the same body of doctrine

6. baptism – Eph. 4:5 – “…one baptism…” – express the same identification with Christ

7. God the Father – Eph. 4:6 – “One God and Father of all, Who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  Same Sovereign Father.

8. that the world may know – John 17:23 - ”I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one: and that the world may know that Thou hast sent me, and has loved them, as Thou has loved Me.”  John 17:21-23.

9. in Christ – Gal. 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:  for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

10. loaf – representing the oneness of the body – 1 Cor. 10:17 – “For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.”

11. mind – phronema – developed and established set of principles and goals in the soul ‘ Phil. 2:2 – “”fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”

12. mouth – stoma – that organ which expresses the thoughts of the heart – Rom. 15:6 – “That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

D.  One Accord – homothumadon – having the same passion of mind 
1. prayer – Acts 1:14 – “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the Mother of Jesus, and with His brethren.”  Acts 4:24.
2. in the temple –  meetings -  Acts 2:46 – “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.”  Acts 5:12.; 15:25. 

3. praising God – Rom. 15:6 – “That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

IV.  Family Church or Body of Christ?  

The local church is never, in Scripture, called a family.  The reason for this is that the church is not a family, it is a Body.  See B.9.  Families do not always stay in the same place, or share the same convictions and goals, but they are still family.  This cannot be said of the Body.  The members are in the same place, and must share the same convictions and goals, or the body cannot function.  See the “ones” and “the sames.”

A.  Dangers which may be true of the “Family Church” mentality:

1. Participants see the local church existing for the sole purpose of benefiting their family unit.

2. To the extent that one’s family obtains what it wants from the church, is the extent to which they like and support the church.

3. Those with the “family church” mentality may not care a whole lot whether new people come to the church, nor stay if they do come, so long as the church meets the needs of their family.

4. Coming to church for the purpose of ministering and reaching out beyond the family, is then foreign to this mentality.

5. Doctrine may be determined by family practices and policies.

B. Possible Traits for the above, 2 Cor. 12:20:

1. debates – eris – quarrels, indicating rivalry and hostility

2. envyings – zelos – intolerance of rivals, hostile at the good seen in them

3. wraths – thumos – sudden outburst of agitation and anger

4. strfes – eritheia – cliques, desire for distinction, small factious groups

5. backbitings – katalalia – badmouthing, speaking evil of someone not present

6. whisperings – psithurismos – secret, gossipy, whispering slanders

7. swellings – phusiosis – arrogance, swelling with pride

8. tumults – akatastasia – instability, disorder, disturbance, opposite of tranquility

V.  Leadership – poimen (pastor); episkopos (overseer); presbuteros (elder)
Remember, Heb. 13:7 – “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have        spoken unto you the Word of God:…”
Imitate, Heb. 13:7 – “…whose faith follow,…”
Consider, Heb. 13:7 – “considering the end of their conversation (conduct).”
Yield to their persuasion, Heb. 13:17 –“Obey them that have the rule over you…”
Yield your position to theirs, Heb. 13:17 – “…and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls,…”
Salute, Heb. 13:24 – “Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints.
VI.  Salute – aspazomai = to greet, salute, embrace, respectfully recognize.  This is the natural result of church members, called to one body, realizing the depth of relationship.
Five times we find this word, and in each instance, it is Aorist Tense, Imperative Mood, and the Middle Voice.  This means that:   
(1) it is a command, Imperative Mood






(2) it is decisive action, Aorist Tense






(3) it is a personal responsibility, Middle Voice

References are:  

Romans 16:16 – “Salute one another with an holy kiss.”
1 Cor. 16:20 – “All the brethren greet you.  Greet one another with an holy kiss.”

 Phil. 4:21 – “Salute every saint in Christ Jesus.  The brethren which are with me salute you.”

1 Thess. 5:26 – “Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.”

1 Peter 5:14 – “Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity.  Peace be with you all that re in Christ Jesus.  Amen.”
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