CHARACTER CHECK
Are their correctable traits in my character which are preventing me from progressing as a leader in the Body of Christ?
We will start with the negative.  We will list several traits of the “fool” in Proverbs, and encourage each of us to check our attitude against each one.  Since there are two basic words for “fool” in Proverbs, we will start with the weaker and go to the stronger.

1. ewil – a non-thinking person, without aim or counsel.  They have no reason for what they do, only that they have a mind to do it.

Scripture
Trait
1:7

Despises wisdom and mental discipline

12:15

Own way always right in their own eyes

12:16 

A quick temper, “short fuse.”

14:3

Makes arrogant, not thought-through remarks

14:9

Makes light of sin

16:22 

Gives nonsensical instruction

20:3

Angry at most everything

14:1

Destructive toward responsibilities

19:3

Perverts their own lives, then sullen towards God

27:3

Their anger is destructive to those around them

2.  kesil – an obstinately rebellious know-it-all, not moved by reason or counsel.

Scripture
Trait
1:22

Hates knowledge, learning

10:18 

Hides hatred by lying lips

10:23

Likes sick and impure jokes

15:2 

Constantly talks nonsense

14:16

Recklessly confident in own understanding

18:6,7

Mouth gets them into trouble
21:20

Squanders resources

29:11

Talks too much

We now go to the positive, with the Hebrew word chakam.  Normally translated “wise,” this word describes one who has skill in using what they know to solve problems and get jobs done.  The word also refers to the moral excellence of doing the right thing, in the right way, with the best possible results.

Scripture
Trait
1:5

A good listener, and learner

9:8

Responds well to rebuke

10:8

Receives commands well

11:30

Influences others for good

12:15

Good at taking advice

12:18

Their tongue helps, not hurts others

13:20 

Seeks the wise as their companions
14:16

Good fear keeps them out of trouble

15:2

Tongue uses knowledge well

15:7

Lips disperse knowledge

16:14

Works well with leadership

16:21

Will be called discerning by others

21:11

Benefits from instruction

21:20

Conserves resources

24:5

Is strong
29:8

Deflects trouble

29:11

Does not utter all his mind
