ETERNAL SECURITY

Statement of the Doctrine:  Once a person is born-again, John 3:3-5; 1 Peter 1:23;  redeemed by the Blood of Christ, Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18; adopted in Christ by God the Father, Ephesians 1:5; Galations 4:5,6;  accepted in Christ, Ephesians 1:6;  and forgiven, Ephesians 1:7; can they ever, through actions of their own or lack thereof,  be eventually thrown into eternal hell?
Principle of Interpretation:  Obscure statements, which could be taken one way or another, must always be interpreted in view of clear statements, that reasonably, cannot be taken but in one way.  This being said, we also may need to be reminded that God the Holy Spirit, in writing God’s Word, DOES NOT CONTRADICT HIMSELF.
Absolutes:

1. Ecclesiastes 3:14 – “whatsoever God does, it shall be forever, nothing can put to it, and nothing can be taken away from it…..”: does this apply to my salvation? I’d say, yes.
2. John 3:16 – everlasting:  this is never ending, not temporary life.
3. John 5:24 – not – ouk:  this is the strong “not” in Greek, meaning “never”.
4. John 5:24 – passed:  perfect tense:  Greek’s strongest method of expressing permanence.
5. John 6:37 – no wise cast out; double negative:  strongest method of expressing “never.”
6. Matthew 7:23 – “I never knew you”: not, I knew you once, but not now.
7. John 10:27 – I know them”: a reference to Jesus’ true sheep.  See above.
8. John 10:28 – “never perish”:  does “never” mean “never?”  It does to me.  
9. John 10:28,29 – “neither shall any pluck”:  we are in the Hand of Jesus, which is in the Hand of the Father.  Pretty secure.
10. Romans 8:29,30 - The Golden Chain:

     a. foreknow:  word for intimate knowledge, beforehand
     b. predestinate: to determine one’s destiny, mark off, beforehand.
     c. called: Jesus’ call referred to in John 10:27
     d. justified: to be made as right, perfect, in Christ, as God is
     e. glorified: heaven.  In God’s decrees, we are already in heaven

Note:  every one of these verbs are in the Greek Aorist Tense.  This refers to a completed action in past time.  In the context, past time is eternity past, 2 Timothy 1:9.

11. Ephesians 1:13 – sealed:  a mark denoting ownership, security, and permanent preservation.
12. Ephesians 1:14 – earnest:  a pledge given to ratify a contract; a security payment, guaranteeing the rest.
13. Ephesians 2:9; Titus 3:5 – not of works: if Christ initially saves us, and we must maintain a certain walk to stay saved, that is salvation by works.
Difficulties:

1. Parables:  It needs to be understood that parables are not designed to be a comprehensive doctrinal statement on all subjects discussed in the parable.  Parables are designed by the LORD, normally, to teach ONE point, and one point only.  For example, Matthew 13:1-23, is to teach the effect of the Word determined by the quality of the SOILS.  So also, the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30 may be teaching that the true believer, truly knowing the LORD, will make some investment in eternal things.  If each detail is taken to be authoritative on every issue it brings up, we get into doctrinal trouble.
2. Other difficulties may arise in our minds about Hebrews 6:4-6 (most likely referring to the “sin into death” of the Christian, see 10:30); James 2:14-26 (teaching that if there is true faith, there will be works); Revelation 3:5 (again, whatever it means, it must be taken in view of the absolutes).
Notes:
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