Cause of Man’s Salvation

Man’s Free Will or God’s Unconditional Election?

A.  What we know:
1. God is incapable of doing anything wrong.  Whatever He does is right, Gen. 18:25; Psa. 89:14; Rom. 3:26; 9:14; 

2. God knows all things, past, present and future, including all who will spend eternity in heaven or in hell, Psa. 147:5; Isa. 40:28;

3. There is nothing God is not able to do if He chooses to do so, except violate His own Character, Gen. 18:14; Matt. 3:9; Luke 1:37;

4. God’s ways are untraceable by the human mind, Rom 11:33,34; and his thoughts are infinitely higher than ours, Isa. 55:8,9; 
5. God is in total control of all things, working all things after the counsel of His own will, Dan. 4:35; Eph. 1:11; Isa. 14:24,27;

B.  Scriptures which may appear to be on each side of the debate:

1.  Man chooses:   John 1:12.29; 3:14-18, 36; 5:24; 6:35,40,51; 10:9; 11:46-50; 17:3; 20:29; Acts 2:36-38; 3:19,26; 10:43; 13:38,39; 16:30-31; 17:27-31; Rom. 1:16; 3:21-23; 4:5; 5:18; 9:30-33; 10:1-13; 1 Tim. 2:4-6; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rev. 22:17;
2. God Chooses:  John 1:13; 6:37-39, 44,65; 10:26-29; 15:16,19; 17:2,9; Acts 2:39; 13:48; 16:14; 18:10; Rom. 8:28-33; 9:11-24; 1 Cor. 1:24-31; Eph. 1:4-5, 11; 2 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 1:9; 2:10; James 1:18; 2:5; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2:9;

C.  Suggested Christian Unity:

The suggestion is:  adopting the view that one’s position on this issue is not an essential of the Christian Faith,  thus not a basis for hindering fellowship.  The essentials may be said to include: (1) the Verbal Inspiration and Total Authority of the Bible; (2) the Holy Trinity; (3) the Deity of Christ; (4) the Virgin Birth of Christ; (5) the Exclusive Sufficiency of the Gospel; (6) Salvation by Grace Alone through Faith Alone, to include the Eternal Security of the believer; and (7) our Lord Jesus Christ is Coming Again to receive us unto Himself forever.  It should be safe to say that neither view discussed violates any of the “essentials,”  therefore fellowship should not be jeopardized.
D.  Excerpts from a discussion of this debate by 
Stephen McLeod.
There is a frequent conflict in discussions concerning what may be called the “election/non-election” debate.  These “discussions” usually concern straw men carefully erected and easily and triumphantly destroyed.  Rarely is either point of view coherently and rationally defined before pointing out its faults. This is an attempt at a brief dispassionate look at these controversial views.  The most important point is that neither view should violate any essential of the Christian faith and should not be cause for unnecessary disunity.  There is enough trouble in the Body of Christ without adding this as well.

One analogy is to view the unsaved. The “non-electionist” believes that the unsaved is a drowning person to whom the Gospel is thrown by an evangelist.  The unsaved person then must decide to grab the life ring thrown out.  Once the unsaved person accepts the Gospel then the new birth occurs and that person is regenerated by the Holy Spirit.  The “electionist” believes that no one is capable of choosing God and is dead in sin and without hope. The Holy Spirit enters the unsaved person and breathes in new life.  This is the new birth.  Then the Gospel being fed to the newly regenerated person becomes spiritual food where before it was only nonsense.  In both cases, the evangelist is required and must carry out the Great Commission.
Here is the wisdom of Charles Simeon of Cambridge on the subject, in conversation with the veteran John Wesley on Dec. 20th, 1784:

“Sir, I understand that you are called an Arminian (non-electionist); and I have been sometimes called a Calvinist (electionist); and therefore I supposed we are to draw daggers.  But before I consent to begin the combat, with your permission I will ask you a few questions….Pray, Sir, do you feel yourself a depraved creature, so depraved that you would never have thought of turning to God, if God had not first moved upon your heart?  Yes, says the veteran, I do indeed.  And do you utterly despair of recommending yourself to God by anything you can do;  and look for salvation solely through the blood and righteousness of Christ?  Yes, solely through  Christ.  But, Sir, supposed that you were at first saved by Christ, are you not somehow or other to save yourself afterwards by your own works?  No, I must be saved by Christ from first to last.  Allowing then, that you were first turned by the grace of God, are you not in some way or other to keep yourself by your own power?  No.  What, then, are you to be upheld every hour and every moment by God, as much as an infant in it mother/s arms? Yes, altogether.  And is all your hope in the grace and mercy of God to preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom?  Yes, I have no hope but in Him.  Then, Sir, with your leave I will put up my dagger again; for this is all my Calvinism (electionist viewpoint); this is my election, my justification by faith, my final perseverance:  it is in substance all that I hold, and as I hold it; and therefore, if you please, instead of searching out terms and phrases to be a ground of contention between us, we will cordially unite in those things wherein we agree.”
