FAITH
A.  DEFINITION:  A know so, based on a written promise, of blessings confidently expected; a being convinced of past transactions not seen.  Hebrews 11:1

Examples:  for 11:1a, John 14:2&3; and for 11:1b, 1 Corinthians 15:3&4.

1 Corinthians 13:13:

Faith = the operating principle of the soul, Eph. 2:8


Hope = the anchor of the soul, Heb. 6:19


Love = the motivating principle of the soul, Gal. 5:6
B.  BIBLE USAGE:  The Holy Spirit created basis of our salvation and relationship to God, and all other promised blessings.

C.  THE NECESITY OF FAITH:

1. 1 Cor. 13:13 – One of the three basic ingredients of the Christian life

2. Heb. 11:6 – Impossible to please God without it

3. Rom. 14:23 – Any move apart from faith is sin

4. Rom. 4:16 – Only way to maintain Grace

D.  THE SOURCE OF FAITH

1. Romans 10:17 – The Word of God

2. Rom. 13:2 – God’s sovereign Grace

3. Rom. 4:17 – Knowledge of the Character of God, Psa. 9:10
4. 1 Tim. 6:11&12 – Winning the battle for the mind, centering on God’s Word

E.  FAITH IS THE BASIS OF

1. Rom. 1:17 – Our right relationship with God

2. Matt. 9:29 – All results in the Christian life

3. Eph. 1:19 – All God’s miraculous workings in our life

4. 2 Cor. 5:7 – Our constant walk

5. 1 John 5:4 – Our victory over this world

6. Heb. 4:2 – The profit of the Word in our lives

7. Heb. 4:3 – Our spiritual rest

8. James 1:6-8 – Stability

9. Isa. 26:3&4 – Peace

10. Rom. 4:20 – Glorifying God

11.  Matt. 21:22 – Answered prayer

12. 1 Pet. 1:7 – True riches

13. 1 Pet. 1:8 - Ecstatic joy 
14. 1 Pet. 2:7 – Realizing Christ’s preciousness

15. Rom. 1:12 - Mutual encouragement

16. Heb. 11:2 – Understanding creation

17. Heb. 11:7 - Works

18. Heb. 11:8 - Obedience 
F.  QUOTES
“Remember that Christ delays in order to increase your faith.  Your faith will grow by exercise.  Therefore he tests it that you may use it, and that thus it may become stronger.

“Christ delays in order to increase the blessing itself.  While we wait, the blessing become bigger, and our hands become strong to hold it when it does come.

He has been sustaining you while you have been pleading, and as yet have received no answer.  While you are waiting, he will not let you die.”

Charles Spurgeon

