FIT

Focus – Worldwide, in keeping with our Lord’s command.

Integrity – Our walk is of equal to the Gospel which we proclaim.

Theology – Our entire perspective is based on a deep knowledge of the Character of God, especially His Sovereignty.

Based on an exegesis of Philippians 1:27-30, we offer the following application:

FOCUS – “Only let your conversation……”  Conversation = Present Tense, Imperative Mood, Middle Voice of politeuo, which translated is “constantly order your behavior in view of your citizenship,” (which Phil. 3:20 informs us is in heaven).  Being citizens of heaven, note Jesus’ worldwide commission:


Matt. 28:19 – “all nations”


Mark 16:15 – “all the world…every creature”


Luke 24:47 – “all nations”

John 3:16 - “for God so loved the world”


Acts 1:8 – “unto the uttermost part of the earth”


Rom. 1:5 – “among all nations”


Rom. 16:26 – “to all nations”

INTEGRITY 


1. “as it becometh” - a walk that is of equal value to the Gospel which we are proclaiming.


2. “whether I come and see you, or else am absent” – not personality driven, that is, my service connected to Christ, and not the presence or absence of a person.


3. “stand fast” – not a quitter, with retreating not an option, staying behind, if necessary, though all others run away.


4. “in one spirit” – everyone possessing the same attitude toward the task, that is, the Great Commission.


5. “with one mind” – mind = psuche, soul, describing the totality of our being, being in.


6. “striving together” – sunathleo – strive and cooperate as an athletic team, with each member of the team depending on another to do their part for the victory of the whole.
THEOLOGY  - “For the faith of the Gospel” – The Faith can refer to the entire body of Bible Doctrine, and here we are emphasizing theology, in the sense of the Character of God.  The character trait, or attribute of God emphasized here is His Sovereignty.  Question:  has God given us a commission (worldwide evangelization) and left us to our own devices?  Or is, as Jesus said, “All authority is given Him in heaven and in earth,” and we can expect Omnipotence to work on our behalf as we obey, working out the Sovereign will of God through us?  A.W. Tozer said, “The most important thing about us is what comes into our mind when we think about God.”
3 Things needed in order to finish well:

1. Philippians 1:28 – “And in nothing terrified by your adversaries” - become educated in possible persecution and suffering so that when the attack comes, we are not taken by surprise and therefore do not panic.

2. Philippians 1:29 – “for unto you it is given…” – become further educated in the truth that suffering is a gift from the grace of God.
3. Philippians 1:30 – “Having the same conflect…” – using the Apostle Paul as your supreme example, outside of Christ, maybe making a regular review of The Bible APP.
