GENDER ROLES
A.  Misc. Notes:
1.  Roles of masculinity and femininity must be clear in order to have an effective life, family, church.
2.  The only Wise God, Who is never wrong, designed and created the differences.

3.  Neither gender has the slightest superiority in importance, spirituality, intelligence or purpose, or in any other way.
4.  It behooves us to do an exhaustive study of God’s Word to discover and apply these differences.

5.  This must be done inductively, not deductively.

B.  Male apostasy referenced:

1.  Negative:  Isaiah 2-3; Jer. 5:1; Ezek. 22:30; 
2.  Positive:  Deut. 32:4 (traits of God’s Character); Isa. 32:2

C.  What we know from the Garden of Eden:

1. both man and woman were created in the image of God, Gen. 1:27
2. man is not complete without the woman, Gen. 2:18

3. the woman corresponds equally to the man as his helper, Gen. 2:18

4. the man has the calling, and the woman helps him complete it, Gen. 2:18

5. the man looks for the woman to complete him, and the woman looks for the man she is to complete, Gen. 2:21-25.
D.  The results of the curse, Gen. 3:16:

 “God has cursed the marriage relationship with a poisonous desire for control by the woman and a self-absorbed focus outside the marriage by the man.  God’s curse on the man draws him unwholesomely away from the woman, even as God’s curse on the woman draws to unwholesomely toward the man.”  Phillips
1. woman:  unhealthy obsession to have a man, as well as to control him.
2. man:  tendency for abuse of the woman, as well as to neglect her in the name of work.
E.  Headship, as modeled in Christ and His Father in John’s Gospel:

1.  The Head:  M S + E
a. 5:20 – the head makes and shares the Mission Statement- “For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth:…”


b. 5:21-23 – the head empowers, gives resources and decision making authority – “For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will.  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:”
2.  The Body:   I D W S P 
a. 5:19 - imitates the head – “”Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do:  for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” 

b. 5:30 –  makes decisions based on what he hears from the head – “I can of mine own self do nothing:  as I hear, I judge:”

c. 6:38 – seeks only the will of the head – “I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.”

d. 8:26-28 – speaks only what he has heard the head say – “I have many things to say and to judge of you:  but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him….I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.”

e. 8:29 -  seeks to please the head in all things – “And he that sent me is with me:  the Father hath not left me alone;  for I do always those things that please him.”
f. 8:49 – seeks to bring honor to the head – “Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honor my Father, and ye do dishonor me.”

1 Corinthians 11:1-16 is Paul’s instruction to the Corinthian church intended to teach principles of Gender Roles.  This is good news for women!  No other belief system in the world elevates and protects women as Christianity does!  We will study this by to answering the following questions:

1. 11:3 – What is headship?  “…the head of the woman is the man.”  Headship means being the source of love, nourishment, leadership and protection.
2. 11:3 – What does it mean the head of the woman is the man?  As the Father is the head of Christ, and as Christ is the head of man, so man is head of the woman.

3. 11:4-6 – What does it mean to dishonor our head?  It means to bring shame to our head through rejection of, resistance to, and a bad attitude toward them.
4. 11:7 – What does it mean that man is the image of God?  “…he [man] is the image and glory of God:”  The man uniquely represents God in his masculine headship.
5. 11:7 – What does it mean that man is the glory of God?  When the man properly functions as a head, he causes those who see it to think higher of God.
6. 11:7 – What does it mean that the woman is the glory of the man?  “…but the woman is the glory of the man.”  When the woman responds to the man who is functioning as a loving head, the benefit of her response brings glory to the man.
7. 11:8 – What does source have to do with anything?  “For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.”  See 1 Tim. 2:13 – Man, being created first, is said to be in charge.
8. 11:9 – What is this verse telling us?  “Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.”  In a marriage, the man has a calling, and God give him a helpmeet in order so that, they together, can complete that calling.
9. 11:10 – What is this verse telling us?  “For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because  of the angels.”  Angels are present in our assemblies and are affected by what they seeing us fulfilling our gender roles biblically.
10. 11:11 – What is this verse telling us?  “Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the LORD.”  Neither gender is superior to the other in any way whatsoever, leaving no room for chauvinism in the part of either one.
11. 11:12 – What is this verse telling us?  “For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God.”  Man and woman have different God-given functions, but neither function states or implies superiority in any way.
