GRACE

Definition:   - Undeserved favor,



-Bestowed freely,



-To the infinitely ill-deserving,



-With no expectation of return,



-Finding its only motive,



-In the generosity,



-And free-heartedness,



-Of the Giver.

Grace is the one-sided bestowment from the infinite heart of God to the objects of His sovereign choice.  An understanding of Grace is likely the primary source of humility in the believer, Ephesians 3:8.
A.  GENERAL

1. Characterizes everything about Jesus Christ, John 1:14-17; 2 Cor. 8:9.

2. Basis of every bit of God’s Word, Acts 14:3; 20:32

3. Basis of every bit of the Gospel, Acts 20:24; Eph. 3:2

4. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal God’s Grace toward us, 1 Cor. 2:12 (“freely given = the verb form of Grace.

B. SALVATION

1. Basis of our salvation, Eph. 2:5,8; Rom. 3:24; Rom. 11:5

2. Possible only through the channel of faith, Eph. 2:8; Rom. 4:16

3. Overflows every level of sin, Rom. 5:20; 8:32; Col. 2:13

4. Totally cancels out human works, Rom. 11:6; 2 Tim. 1:9

C.  SERVICE

1. Is the sphere in which believers permanently stand, Rom. 5:2; 6:14; Gal. 1:6; I Pet. 3:7; 5:12

2. Basis of every work we may ever do, Luke 1:30; Rom. 12:3; 15:15; I Cor. 3:10; 15:10; Eph. 3:8; Heb. 13:9

3. Basis of our gifts, Rom. 12:6; Eph. 3:7; 4:7; 1 Pet. 4:10

D.  OUR RESPONSE

1. We are to grow in Grace, 2 Pet. 3:18

2. We are to be strong in Grace, 2 Tim. 2:1

3. God gives more Grace to the humble, James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5

4. Is to characterize our speech, Col. 4:6; Eph. 4:29; Luke 4:22

5. Is to be the basis of our treatment one of another, Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13
6. Is to be the basis of financial giving, 1 Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:1,4,6,7

7. Is the basis for good singing, Col. 3:16

E.  CONCLUSION


1. God’s Grace will always be sufficient for every weakness, 2 Cor. 12:9; Heb. 4:16

2. We can frustrate God’s Grace in our lives, 2 Cor. 6:1; Gal. 2:21; 5:4; Heb. 10:29; 12:15

3. It is possible to turn God’s Grace into lasciviousness, i.e. a readiness for pleasure which recognizes no restraints, Jude 4
4. There is always the danger of anti-Grace legalists infiltrating the local church for the purpose of bringing the church into the bondage of legalism, Gal. 2:4

5. A major source of God’s glory is our appreciation for His Grace, Eph. 1:6; 2 Cor. 4:15; 9:11-15
6. Eternity will be a never ending display of God’s Grace toward us, Eph. 2:7

F. NOTES

1. Grace, charis, as related to joy,  chara:  “Charis connected with chairein (to be joyful), is first of all that property in a thing which causes it to give joy to the hearers or beholders of it.  As Plutarch has rightly explained it, ‘Nothing is so productive of joy as charis.’” Trench.  When we are proud, having no sense of God’s Grace, we are people with no joy.  Those who are Grace oriented, being mindful of their sin, and God’s Grace, shine with happiness.
2. “Saints, as they grow in Grace, are made to feel more acutely the evil of the old nature,” Spurgeon.
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