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Inspiration: How the Writers of Scripture Received Their Messages
This short paper is not intended to be a complete treatment of the doctrine of inspiration.  Rather it deals only with how the writers of Scripture received the information the incorporated into their writings, which were inspired documents in their completed form.  
Many are under the impression that these writers received their messages directly from God through divine revelation.  Divine revelation is God revealing Himself to men by supernatural acts, either through miracles or audible communication.  In the case of Scripture, did God dictate His message to every writer by dictating or speaking to that writer exactly what to write?  The answer is quite obviously no.  The writers received their biblical information in a multi-faceted way through various mediums, much of which was not by divine revelation.  

This observation from Scripture itself causes many to be uncomfortable, thinking this violates the doctrine of inspiration.  But to say that all Scripture is given by direct revelation is to equate the doctrines of revelation and inspiration which are two separate doctrines with little to no overlap.  Simply said, you can have revelation without inspiration and inspiration without revelation.  For example, when Moses parted the Red Sea, that was a direct revelation by God in the form of a miracle.  But there was no inspiration involved because there was no writing of Scripture involved.  
Conversely, when Luke wrote his Gospel, by his own admission he was not an eyewitness of Christ’s ministry but still recorded an “orderly account” (1:1-3).  So how did he receive his information to record an orderly account of Christ’s ministry?  He “investigated everything from the beginning” (NASB).  This implies that he interviewed all the eyewitnesses he could for his research and then put it into Gospel form.  This may have included but not necessarily limited to, Jesus’ mother, Simeon, Anna, the original disciples, the women in Jesus’ life, and those impacted by His ministry.   So apparently none of Luke’s writing was received by divine revelation.  But the following list states the way the writers received their particular messages, some writers receiving their messages in multiple ways, even in the same book they wrote:
#1: “Divine revelation” reception

This type of reception is found throughout the Bible.  It is where God speaks directly to the writer and tells him exactly what to write.  This is by divine revelation and would be considered the dictation method or theory.  Examples of this would be Exodus 20:1-2, “And God spoke all these words, saying: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”  These are the very words of God spoken to Moses which he penned verbatim.
#2: “Human research” reception

This is the reception used by Luke as he interviewed various people who saw Jesus’ ministry firsthand who could give Luke an orderly account of that ministry.

#3: “Human edited” reception
This was the method used by some of the prophets, particularly the writers of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles.  These men, in some places in their writings, took a chronicled non-biblical record and incorporated information from these non-inspired writings to put into their own writings.  For example, in 1 Kings 14:19 the writer states, “Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he reigned, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.”  The “book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel” would not be the book of Chronicles since that book was written over a hundred years after the book of Kings.  So the chronicles of the kings of Israel was most likely a chronicled record of the kings of Israel kept in the royal court, an official yet uninspired document.
#4: “Personal witness” reception

Personal witness reception would refer to a biblical writer who was an eyewitness to what he wrote.  This would include Matthew and John as they were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ ministry.  It would also include Luke in part of the book of Acts in what are called the “we” passages.  Many of the prophets who recorded the history of Israel were eyewitnesses to that history.
#5: “Apostolic information” reception

This would include largely the book of Mark.  In Mark’s case, he received much of his information for his Gospel from the apostle Peter.  This why the “Gospel of Mark is referred to as the Gospel of Peter.”

#6: “Personal theological understanding” reception
Much of the New Testament epistles was penned by the writers who had received direct revelation from Christ, such as Paul’s admission in 1 Corinthians 11:23 concerning his instructions for the Lord’s Supper.  He did not come to these instructions on his own but said, “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you.”  But not all of the epistles wee by direct revelation.  For example, the books of Romans, Ephesians, and Hebrews were the product of deep theological thought on the part of the writers as they considered both Old and New Testament theology.
#7: “Personal situational” reception
Many of the New Testament epistles were both highly personal and emotional based on the writer’s situation.  When these particular epistles were penned it is probable that their writers, because of the personal and emotional situations, were not aware they were writing Scripture at the time they were penned.  Examples of this would be found in books like Galatians and 1 and 2 Timothy.
Before ending this discussion, it needs to be noted that even though there were various ways the writers of Scripture received their information for their writings, whether by direct revelation or some other non-revelatory means, the final product of their writings were both plenarily (in total) infallible (incapable of error) and inerrant (without error).  These variations of receptions also help explain the varied genres of the Bible.  But any reader of Scripture can be assured that the Gospel of Luke, which incorporated non-revelatory human research, is just as infallible and inspired as the Pentateuch.
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