Humility

A. There are two sources:

1. Through afflictions:  “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.”  Psa. 119:71

2. Voluntarily: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty Hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time:”  1 Pet. 5:6

B. Blessings of humility:

1. Special regard of God,: “Though the LORD be high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly: but the proud He knoweth afar off.”  Psa. 138:6
2. Better than pride: “Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.”  Pro. 16:19

3. Brings honour:  “A man’s pride shall bring him low:  but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.”  Pro. 29:23

4. God revives the spirit:  “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”  Isa. 57:15
5. Reminds us of our need for the Word:  “And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, …………that He might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.”  Deut. 8:3
6. God hears our desire:  “LORD, thou has heard the desire of the humble:  thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear.”  Psa. 10:17

7.  Special guidance and teaching:  “The humble will He guide in judgment:  and the humble will He teach His way.”  Psa. 25:9

8.  Glad for other’s blessing:  “My soul shall make her boast in the LORD:  the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.”  Psa. 34:2
9. Inheritance, peace:  “But the meek (humble) shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”  Psa. 37:11

10.  Special deliverance:  “For the LORD taketh pleasure in His people: He will beautify the meek (humble) with salvation (deliverance).” Psa. 149:4
11. Special grace:  “Surely he scorneth the scorners:  but He giveth grace unto the lowly.”  Pro. 3:34.  “But He giveth more grace.  Wherefore He saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”  James 4:6.  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.  Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility:  for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”  I Pet. 5:5 

12. Increased joy:  “The meek (humble) shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.”  Isa. 29:19
13. Wrath averted:  “And when he (Rehoboam) humbled himself, the wrath of the LORD turned from him, and He would not destroy him altogether:  and also in Judah things went well.”  2 Chron. 12:12

14. Wisdom possessed:  “When pride cometh, then cometh shame:  but with the lowly is wisdom.”” Pro. 11:2
15. The humble are the greatest in the kingdom:  “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  Matt. 18:4
Necessary For:

1. Walking with God:  “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good, and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”  Micah 6:8.  “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose Name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”   Isa. 57:15

2. Communication with others:  “Only by pride cometh contention:  but with the well advised is wisdom.”  Pro. 13:10
3. Getting along with others:  “With all lowliness and meekness, and longsuffering forbearing one another in love,”  Eph. 4:2.  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than themselves.  Phil. 2:3

4. Serving the LORD:  “Serving the LORD with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:”  Acts 20;19
5. Being learners:  “It is good for me that I have been afflicted (humbled); that I might learn Thy statutes.”  Psa. 119:71

Examples of Humility:

1. Our LORD, Jesus Christ:  “”Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:  and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  Matt. 11:29

2. Moses:  “(Now the man Moses was very meek (humble), above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)”  Num. 12:3

3. Paul:  “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,”  Eph. 3:8  
4.    Manasseh:  “And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers,”  

2 Chron. 33:12

5.  Josiah:  “Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest His words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before Me, and didst rend thy clothes and weep before Me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.”  2 Chron. 34:27

6. Nebuchadnezzar:  “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all Whose works are truth, and His ways judgment:  and those that walk in pride He is able to abase.”  Dan. 4:37  

7.  Saul (at first):  “And Samuel said, When thou was little in thine own sight, was thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee kind over Israel?”  1 Sam. 15:17
Hebrew and Greek Words for Humility:
1. Hebrew:  shaphal, low, lowly, Pro. 16:19

2. Greek:  tapeinos, lowly because one is so, Mt. 11:29

3. Hebrew:  ‘anah, to be afflicted, thus humble through affliction, Pro. 16:19

4. Hebrew:  daka’, humble from being broken, Isa. 57:15

5. tsana’, lowly, bowed down, Micah 6:8 
