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7 TRAITS OF THE NEW MAN
Romans 6:1-14
I
 6:4 – A new quality of life
II

 6:5 – Resurrection power (Ephesians 1:19-23)
III

 6:6 -  Never has to allow sin

IV

 6:7 -  Never, itself, sins

V

6:8 – Shares the life of Christ through the Word (John 6:57)

VI

 6:9 – Never dies

VII

6:10  - Lives to God alone

4 FACTS OF THE NEW MAN
Romans 6:15-23
I

6:26-19 – We will not want to sin

II

6:20-21

We are ashamed of our past behavior

III

6:22 – Holiness is the result of our new life

IV

6:23 - We know that we are what we are by the Grace of God

BAPTISM
The public proclamation that one understands that they are a new creature in Christ, and Christ is their life.
Quotes from Gordon T. Smith on Baptism:
Identity

“Baptism is a commandment with good reason.  The point is this:  in this life, if we want to know the transformation of God, we must affirm what it means to begin well, what it means to establish an authentic foundation for the Christian life.  We need to teach the meaning of baptism so that our faith is informed by, and anchored in our baptismal identity.  We begin and end here; baptism is fundamentally about our identity in Christ.  It represents that we live our live for Christ, with Christ, and in Christ.

Baptism and the Holy Spirit
“Christian initiation through baptism speaks of a new life, a new birth, that is effected in the life of the new believer by the Spirit…One is initiated into a life that is impossible apart from the grace of the Spirit.”  Here Smith Quotes Fee as saying, ‘The general loss of the dynamic and experienced life of the Spirit at the beginning of the Christian life also accounts for the frequent malaise [vague feeling of illness] and unfortunately all too frequent anemia [weakness] of the individual believer throughout much of the church’s later history.’  Smith continues, “Baptism symbolizes the presence of the Spirit in our lives.  Through the Spirit we are enabled to live the new life to which we are being called.  It is the Spirit who will enable the newly baptized believer to live as a baptized person.
Baptism and Association with Others in the Church
“If we are baptized in Christ, we have a unique association with the people of God.  There is a deep and profound change in our social identity.  Indeed this affiliation within and with the church community now becomes our primary kinship and affiliation, trumping family, tribe and nation.  Baptism creates a massive break from one’s social context.
“Finally, each baptismal service is an opportunity for the church community to renew its baptismal vows and affirm afresh its baptismal identity.  Just as a wedding is an opportunity for all present to affirm their commitment to marriage as a sacred space and sacred relationship, even so each baptism is an opportunity for all present, if they are baptized, to affirm what it means to be a baptized people.”
MARRIAGE
Romans 7:1-6

A.  Under normal circumstances, only death ends the marriage bond, 7:1-3
B.  The Greatest Love Story Ever Told, 7:4


1. My Lord Jesus Christ wanted me for His Bride


2. However, I was married to another, the broken law


3. My Lord went to the Cross, suffered the curse of the Law I had broken, and took me with Him


4. Now He is alive, having risen from the dead, and I am, in Him, alive too


5. Now, married to my Lord, responding to grace instead of law, I bring forth fruit unto God.
THE BROKEN LAW                                 CHRIST

                                               US                                      US

C.  The Old Husband, 7:5

1. When we were lost

2. The OSN, reacting to the Law, caused afflicting passions


3. The result was further and further separation from God.

D.  The New Marriage, 7:6

1. We have no more obligation to the broken Law

2. Newness of Spirit:  relying on the Blood of Christ when we do sin, I watch the Holy Spirit produce Christ in my NM as I abide in the Word

3. Oldness of letter:  to try to satisfy the demands of, or correct a broken Law through self-effort.
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E.  The Law and the OSN, 7:7-13
1. 7:7 – No law, no awareness of sin

2. 7:8 – OSN dormant, waiting for the opportunity to sin
3. 7:9 – pseudo life of the non-confronted believer

4. 7:10 – if for life, why death?

5. 7:11 – answer:  the OSN’s delusion

6. 7:12 -  true elements of the Law without the OSN’s delusion:


holy – removes us from sin



just – always the right way to go



good – always and ever beneficial

7. 7:13 – first purpose of the Law

A Story

There is a resident downstairs.  He is a nice enough person, it seemed.  He does talk a lot.  He is constantly giving me advice on relationships, things, communication, how to spend my time, leadership, others, sex, $, how to say things, and what I deserve out of life.  As I said, he seemed nice enough.  However, someone recently told me this resident is an imposter and a deceiver, whose sole purpose is to destroy my relationship with God, and yes, my whole life.  They told me that it is very easy to reveal this.  The method is to confront him head-on with those things that reveal the true nature of God, the 10 Commandments, being those things which actually lead to life and liberty.  Well, I tried it.  Do you know that the relative tranquility I had been enjoying was totally shattered?  Do you know that this resident rose up in fury, and demanded that I get rid of these ideas?  In fact, he reminded me of his advice  that fulfillment comes from going full speed in the opposite direction.  I finally came to my senses, and a hard as it was, I rejected the demands of this resident.  I realized that the real me needed to step forth and put an end to this continually destructive force in my life.
F.  The Battle: so then, what does “stepping forth”  look like? 7:14-25
1.  7:14 - Settling it:  the law is spiritual, I, in the flesh am incurably carnal

2.  7:15 – The two “I’s” clearly revealed

3.  7:16 – The NM and the Law make great music together

4.  7:17 – Blame placed where blame belongs

5.  7:18 – Clarity obtained:  the NM has the will, but not the power

6.  7:19 – Results of self effort 

7.  7:20 – The NM is not the culprit

8.  7:21 – The Law of the OSN discovered

9.  7:22 – The NM and the Law
10.  7:23 – Becoming a POW

11.  7:24 – The answer:  putting the NM and the Flesh in their proper place.
