JOY - JOY - JOY

Joy - chara - supernatural delight.  "Joy is the flag that flies on the castle of the heart when the King is at residence there."  Sproul quoting Spurgeon.

From Kittel:"Joy is the culmination of being, that raises no problems as such, and that strains beyond itself.  The verb "chairo" means "to rejoice," "be merry."  Hellenism uses chara for festal joy.  It takes on an eschatalogical character in expectations of a world savior.

"In the O.T, the expression and experience of joy are close.  Joy expresses the whole person and aims at sharing, as in festal joy.  God's work of salvation is a chief occasion, Psa. 5:11; 9:2; 16:9, etc.  The Law is an object in Psa. 119:14, and the Word of God as in Jer. 15:16. 


"Philo...relates joy to religious "intoxication." Joy is a supreme "good mood."  It is the opposite of fear.  Joy is native to God alone.  We find it only in God.  It comes with virtue and wisdom.  But this is possibly on  the presupposition that by way of the logos, God Himself is the Giver."   Joy has been defined as SUPERNATURAL DELIGHT.
A.  GENERAL

1. One of the basic ingredients of the Christian life, Rom. 14:17 - "The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit."
2. A fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22; Rom. 15:13; 1 Thess. 1:6 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,........."
3. A command, Phil 3:1; 4:4; 1 Thess. 5:16 - "Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice."
4. Determines much of our strength, Neh. 8:10 - "The joy of the LORD is your strength,"
5. Can be present, even in the midst of sorrow, 2 Cor. 6:10 - "As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing;" 

6. Joy is being associated with a happy God, Jo. 15:11 - "These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full."
B.  IS TO CHARACTERIZE:

1. Our whole way of life, Pro. 29:6 - "In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous doth sing and rejoice,."
5. Marriage, Pro. 5:18 - "Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth."
6. Going to God's house, Psa. 122:1 - "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD." 
7. Our attitude even in material disaster, Hab. 3:18 - "Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation."
8. Our attitude during time of testing, James 1:2 - "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations;"
C.  CAUSES FOR JOY

1. Our Lord Jesus Christ, Phil. 3:1; 4:4; 1 Pet. 1:8 - "Finally my brethren, rejoice in the Lord."
2. God, the Holy Trinity, in general:


a. His presence, Psa. 16:11 - "...in thy presence is fullness of joy;"

b. His strength, Psa. 21:1 - "The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!" 

d. His mercy, Psa. 31:7 - "I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou has considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities;"

e. His vengeance, Psa. 58:10 - "The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance:"

f. His protection, Psa. 63:7 - "Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice."

g.  His sovereignty, Psa. 97:1 - "The LORD reigneth, let the earth rejoice;"

h. His holiness, Psa. 97:12 - "Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness."
3. Our salvation, Luke 10:20 - "Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven."
4. Suffering and future reward -  Luke 6:23; Acts 5:41; Col. 1:24; Heb. 12:2; 1 Pet. 4:13 - "But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy."
5. Prayer, Jo. 16:24; Phil. 1:4 - "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name:  ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."
6. Others being saved, Luke 15:7-10; Acts 11:21-23 - "And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord....Barnabas...Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad,"  
7. Others' growth, Phil. 2:17; 1 Thess. 3:9 - "For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God;"
8. Seeing faithful brethren, 2 Tim. 1:4; 2 John 12 - "Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;"
9. A successful ministry, Acts 20:24; Heb. 13:17; 3 John 4 - "But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."
10. The gospel being preaching, no matter who does it, Phil. 1:18 - "What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein to rejoice, yea, and will rejoice."  
11. God using other believers, Phil. 2:18 - "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.  For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me."
11. The Word, Jere. 15:16; Psa. 119:114; John 15:11; 1 John 1:4; Acts 15:31 - "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts."
D.  JOY THAT IS NOT IN THE LORD WILL BE SOUGHT IN:

1. Deifying family, Luke 14:26

2. Delusional comfort, Luke 14:27  (the American Dream) 

3. Deceitfulness of riches, Luke 14:33
Piper:  "Oh, for coronary Christians[serving from the heart, not temporary adrenaline spurts]!  Christians committed to great causes, not great comforts.  I plead with you to dream a dream that is bigger than you and your families and your churches.  Un-deify the American family, and say boldly that our children are not our cause; they are given to us to train for a cause.  They are given to us for a short season so that we can train them for the great causes of [the Gospel] truth and mercy and justice in a prejudiced, pain-filled and perishing world."
