THE ESSENTIALS OF MANLINESS
Proverbs

The Book of Proverbs is the very Breath of God, 2 Timothy 3:16.  It is written by Solomon, whom God declared to be the wisest man of all time, 1 Kings 3:121.  The Book of Proverbs is written as a Father to a Son, 1:8, et al.  Therefore, we have no problem seeing the Book of Proverbs as containing the ESSENTIALS OF MANLINESS.

Since an effective study of Proverbs could profitably occupy a lifetime, we will pick out four of the characteristics emphasized therein, and see what the Book has to tell us about them.  

The four words will be, as normally translated, wisdom, instruction, discernment and righteousness.  Let’s start with wisdom.  We will look at its source, and  its characteristics.

I.  WISDOM:  Skill in using what one knows, to solve a problem, or get a job done.  The New Testament word for wisdom, sophia leads us to also include the idea of doing the best thing, in the best possible way, producing the best possible results.

A. Source of  wisdom
1.   God – 2:6, See also James 1:5,; 3:17

2.   Fathers/father figures, 4:11; 5:

3.   The fear of the LORD, 9:10; 15:33
4.   The lips of the discerning, 10:13, 23

5.   Righteous men, 10:31

6.   The lowly, 11:2

7.   Those who take the advice of others, 13:10
8.   Administered discipline, 29:15

B. Characteristics of a wise man

1.   He is a good listener, 1:5

2.   He takes rebuke well, 9:8

3.   He is a good learner, 9:9

4.   He makes a glad father, 10:1; 15:20
5.   He receives orders well, 10:8

6.   He stores up knowledge, 10:14

7.   He will be promoted to leadership, 11:29

8.   He influences others for good, 11:30
9.   He listens to advice, 12:15

10. He has a tongue that  is healthy for others, 12:18

11. He listens to mental discipline, 13:1; 21:11

12. His law is a fountain of life, 13:14

13. He is a good teacher, 13:20

14. His lips keep him out of trouble, 14:3

15. He has godly fear, 14:16

16. He uses knowledge aright, 15:2

17. His lips disperse knowledge, 15:7

18. He is looked upon as discerning, 16:21

19. His mouth gives forth wisdom,  16:23

20. He is a seeker of knowledge, 18:15

21. He is a good money manager, 21:20
22. He is strong, 24:5

23. He is a good judge of others, 24:23

24. He is diplomatic, a peace maker, 29:8

25. He controls his tongue, 29;11

II.  DISCERNMENT:  normally translated perceive, or understand, the word means to discern, to be able to separate one thing from another, to be able to tell the difference.
A.  We only list the characteristics of a man with discernment,  which are:

1.   Shall attain unto wise counsels.  That is, a system of guiding thoughts and   
      regulating principles, 1:5

2.   His lips have wisdom, 10:13

3.   Knowledge is easy for him, 14:6

4.   Wisdom rests in his heart, 14:33; 17:24; 8:9

5.   He seeks knowledge, 15:14; 18:15

6.   He learns from rebuke, 17:10

7.   He is a good leader, 28:22

8.   He keeps the Law, 28:7

III.  INSTRUCTION:  This word is mental discipline, that is, disciplinary control of the mind, caused initially by outside control.
A.  The source

1.   Proverbs, 1:2

2.   Fathers/father figures, 1:8

3.   The LORD, 3:11

4.   Corporeal punishment, 7:22

5.   The fear of the LORD, 15:33

6.   Observing the failures of others. 24:32

B.  Its characteristics

1.   Has the 4 elements of objectivity, knowing what is right, making a decision,                 

      and being consistent, 1:3

2.   Despised by fools, 1:7
3.   A correct way of life, 6:23

4.   More important than money, 8:10

5.   It keeps us in the way of life, 10:17

6.   It is the way of wisdom, 19:20

C.  Our correct attitude toward it

1.   Take fast hold of it, 4:13

2.   Listen to it, 8:33; 13:1

3.   Love it, 12:1

4.   Don’t refuse, 15:32

5.   Apply the heart to it, 23:12

IV.  RIGHTEOUSNESS :  positionally, this is a state, though faith in Christ alone, where we possess the righteousness, perfection of Christ, 2 Cor. 5:21.  Practically, this is a life which is examined by, and conforms to the 10Commandments.
A.  Characteristics a righteous man

1.   He is loved by the LORD, 15:9
2.   He is teachable,  9:9

3.   His mouth is a well of life, 10:11

4.   His tongue is as choice silver, 10:20

5.   His lips feed many, 10:21

6.   His mouth brings forth wisdom, 10:31

7.   His lips know what is acceptable, 10:32

8.   His desire is only good, 11:23

9.   His thoughts are right, 12:5

10. His regards the life of his beast (machinery), 12:10

11. He hates lying, 13:5

12. He is satisfied with sufficient food, 13:25

13. His heart studies to answer, 15:28

14. He runs into the Name of the LORD for safety, 18:10

15. He wisely considers the house of the unrighteous, 21:12

16. It is a joy to him to be decisive for good, 21:15

17. He does fall, but he gets up, 24:16
18. He is bold, courageous, 28:1

19. He sings and rejoices, 29:6; Psa. 64:10

20. He considers the cause of the poor, 29:7

21. He does not approve of unrighteousness, 29:27

B.   Results of a righteous man’s life

1.   He is delivered from death, 10:2, 11

2.   His righteousness directs his way, 11:5

3.   It leads him to the ways of life, 11:19; 12:28
4.   It keeps him in the right way of life, 13:6
5.   It exalts a nation, 14:34

6.   It establishes the place of leadership, 16:12

7.   It brings him to honor, 21:21

8.   The LORD blesses him, 3:33; 10:6

9.   His path is as a shining light, 4:18

10. His memory is a blessing, 10:7

11. He is delivered through knowledge, 11:9

12. He causes rejoicing in others, 11:10

13. His seed is delivered, 11:21

14. He will flourish as a branch, 11:28
15. His fruit is a tree of life, 11:30

16. His house will stand, 12:7

17. His house will have treasure, 15:6

18. God hears his prayers, 15:29

19. His children are blessed, 20:7

20. The unrighteousness are a ransom for him, 21:18

21. He is a good authority figure, 29:2

C.   The future of a righteous man

1.   Glory in his old age, 16:31

2.   Lord will feed him, 10:3

3.   His desire will be granted, 10:24

4.   He has an everlasting foundation, 10:25

5.   A stable future, 10:30

6.   He will be delivered out of trouble, 11:9; 12:13
7.   He will be recompensed in the earth, 11:31
8.   No ultimate evil will happen to him, 12:21

9.   He has hope in his death, 14:32

10. Good will be repaid to him, 13:21

11. The wealth of the sinner is laid up for him, 13:22
