Sagecreek Church devotional:  "Mary, Did You Know?"

"Mary, Did You Know?" is a Christmas song with lyrics written by Mark Lowry and music written by Buddy Greene. 

Some say it does a fine job conveying the beauty and profound mystery of the Incarnation. 

But others, like Lutheran writer Holly Scheer, in addressing the rhetorical-question title of the song writes that those familiar with "the biblical account of Christ’s conception and birth shouldn’t need to ask if Mary knew, because the Bible plainly tells us she did."

But what do you think?  Is the song generally Scripturally accurate?

Assignment:  Take each sentence and see if there is a corresponding Scripture verse to back it up.

Is music a form of worship?

Psalm 95:1 Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

     There are many more references to singing in the Psalms

Ephesians 5:19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 

Hebrews 2:12 He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 

How about musical instruments?

Psa 150:1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.
2  Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.
3  Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.
4  Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.
5  Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.
6  Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

Some don’t see things that way and pursue worship without singing and others without instruments.

	I know some of them and they are as fine a believer as there is.

	We view them through the filter of Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8 – with love.

---------------
So if hymns are a form of worship, we should pay some attention to the words we’re singing.

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Reference: 

Matt 14: 23  And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.
24  But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.
25  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.
26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.
27  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

Mark 6: 45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.
46  And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.
47  And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.
48  And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.
49  But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:
50  For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.
51  And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.

John 6: 16  And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea,
17  And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them.
18  And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew.
19  So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid.
20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.
21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.

Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Reference:

Lu 19: 10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Lu 5: 32  I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Matt 9: 13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Ezek 34: 16  I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.

Matt 1: 21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

Matt 18: 11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.

Rom 5: 6 ¶  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
Reference:

2 Cor 5: 17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Ga 6:15  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

Eze 36:26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you
Reference:

1 Thess 1: 10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

Colo 1: 13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Gala 1: 4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

2 Cor 1: 10  Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Reference:

John 9: 6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,
7  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

Lu 18: 35 ¶  And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:
36  And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.
37  And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.
38  And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.
39  And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.
40  And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,
41  Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.
42  And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.
43  And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand?
Reference:

Mark 4: 41  And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

Mark 6: 51  And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered.

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?
Reference:

1 Pe 3:22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

Joh 6:38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

2Co 8:9  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God
Reference:

Isa 7: 14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Matt 1: 23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Heb 1: 3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
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The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again
Reference:

Lu 4: 18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

John 11: 43  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.
44  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb
Reference:

John 5: 1 ¶  After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2  Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.
3  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.
4  For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.
5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.
6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?
7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.
8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.
9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath.

Lu 11: 14 ¶  And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered.

Mark 9: 25  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.
26  And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.
27  But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Reference:

Phil 2: 10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations?
Reference:

1 Cor 15: 24  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

Rev 2: 26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:
27  And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

Rev 12: 5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.

Rev 19: 15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect lamb?
Reference:

Jo 1: 29 ¶  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

1 Pe 1: 18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

That sleeping child you're holding is the great I am
Reference:

John 8: 24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

[bookmark: _GoBack]John 8: 58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
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