NEW TESTAMENT GREEK

Purpose:  The purpose of this study is to equip the student to use THE COMPLETE WORD STUDY NEW TESTAMENT, by Zodhiates.  The codes in this book will be used.  However, we will have a sheet giving concise descriptions of the grammatical properties.  

I.  Verb – a verb denotes action. The properties of a Greek Verb are:  person, number, voice, tense, mood and root.

A.  Person – 1st, 2nd, or 3rd.  It can be charted this way:


Person

Singular 
Plural

1st

I

We


2nd

You

You


3rd

He, She, It
They, Them

B.  Number – Singular or Plural

C.  Voice –  Voice describes the relationship of the subject to the action.  There are 3 

       voices in New Testament Greek:

1. Active – the subject produces the action of the verb.  (“Joe hit the ball”)


2. Passive – the subject receives the action of the verb.  (“Joe was hit by the      
                ball”)


3. Middle – the subject both produces and receives the action of the verb.  

                (“Joe hit himself with the ball”)

D.  Tense – Tense describes time and kind of action.  There are five tenses:


1. Present – describes continuous action, present time.  (“Joe is hitting the ball”)


2. Imperfect – describes continuous action, past time.  (Joe was hitting the ball”)


3. Future – describes (usually) punctiliar action, future time.  (Joe will hit the 


    ball”)


4. Aorist – describes punctiliar action, past time.  (“Joe hit the ball”)


5. Perfect – refers to action begun the past, coming to completion, and remaining


    permanently.  (“Joe has come to hit the ball with the result that it is


    permanently hit”)


E.  Mood – The Mood indicates the relationship of the action to reality.  There are four
  
   moods:


1. Indicative – the action is real, from the viewpoint of the speaker. (“Joe really 
      
    did hit the ball”)


2. Subjunctive – the action is possible.  (Joe might hit the ball”)


3. Imperative – the action is commanded.  (“Joe, hit the ball!”)


4. Optative – normally expresses wish or desire.  (“May Joe hit the ball”)
F.  Root – the root is the “vocabulary,” “dictionary,” form of the word.  That means that it 

     is the basic form from in a lexicon, such as in Strong’s Concordance.

II.  Other considerations:

A. A noun – the noun is a person, place, thing, or idea.  (“Joe is a man”)  We will not do a detailed study of the noun, as, although it has different functions in a sentence, the meaning remains the same.
B.  A pronoun – any of a small class of words used in place of, a substitute for a noun,     e.g. I, You, He, She, It, etc.  (“Joe is running because he hit the ball”)
C.  An adjective – an adjective describes, modifies a noun.  (“Joe is a good man”)

D.  An adverb – an adverb describes, modifies a verb.  (“Joe is running fast”)

E.  The Article – the article indicates something definite about the noun is precedes, and is “the” in English.


1. when a Greek word has the article, it specifies definiteness about the noun.  


    (Joe hit the ball”)  Specific ball is in mind.


2.  when a Greek word does not have the article, it is emphasizing the nature of


     the noun.  (“Joe hit that which by nature is a ball”)  The technical 


     grammatical term for a word being without the article is anarthrous
F.  The participle – the participle is a verb, taking noun case endings, used partly like a noun, and partly like an adjective.  When translating:


1. if the participle has the article, it is translated “he who, she who, the one who”.  

    (“He who hit the ball, is Joe”)


2. if the participle does not have the article it is translated:



a. temporal – “as, while”.  (“While he was running, Joe fell”)



b. causal – “since”.  (“since he is running, he will win”)
G.  The infinitive – the simplest form of a verb, normally translated by putting “to” in front of the verb.  (“Joe was going to hit the ball”)
H.  Demonstrative pronouns.  There are two types:


1. near = “this” “(I need this ball”)


2. remote – “that” (“I don’t need that ball”)

I.  Prepositions – prepositions are small words placed in front of a noun to help it express its case function.  When we see a preposition, we need to be sure to translate it in view of the case of the noun which follows it.  This will be found in the Lexical Aids.
Note:  several kinds of words and forms are not discussed in this study, as they are sufficiently presented in the Grammatical Codes and Notations.
