INTRODUCTION TO PHILIPPIANS

The Apostle Paul:

-a life to imitate which gives the alternative to a wasted life

-a model we can use to escape a totally distracted and potentially destructive apostate Christian culture

-escaping a so-called Christian culture that has enough of Christ to satisfy our immediate sense of need, leaving us to lead our lives as we want, but not enough to be a true disciple.

I need a model, a pattern, that will carry me, for the rest of my life, out of a deadening so-called Christian culture, and on to a true life for Christ.

I believe Paul can be that model.  I believe that Paul’s letter to the Philippians can be seen as an autobiography, being a pattern we can safely conform to.  
The Philippian church was one Paul could relate to.  And, relate he did.  The relationship depicted here is one we can safely conform to.  It depicts true partners in the Gospel.  Others are to be loved, but are not to be allowed to siphon off my energy and focus.  As McCarthur’s armies “leap-frogged” over pockets of resistance, leaving them to “wilt on the vine,” so we must ignore pockets of alleged resistance or disinterest,  not allowing them to influence our advance. 
We need a touchstone, a light in the darkness.  Paul’s example in Philippians can be that example.  

A.  Philippians 1:1-2 – An outline for long-term relationships.

1. Servant – I am here, how can I help?  (Who am I?)

2. Saints – Others as important as I am (Who are others?)

3. Bishops & Deacons – Recognition of resident authority - not dominate, but cooperate (Synergy:  after having established a common goal, to which all are equally committed, we celebrate differences)
4. Grace – basis for treatment of all at all times (Humility:  it is only by God’s Sovereign Grace that anyone would truly want to sacrifice their lives for the Gospel.  We should appreciate God’s grace toward us and toward others)

5. Peace – no issues allowed (I let you know where I am, and that I am in perfect accord with anyone who wants true partnership.  I am not attempting to have, nor claiming, peace with anyone who is not a partner in the Gospel.  See 1 Cor. 16:22; Eph. 6:24; Gal. 1:8,9.  On phileo, see Matt. 10:37; John. 5:30.
B.  Philippians 1:1-8 – A valid relationship. 
1.  Remembrance – mention of their name produces thankfulness, 1:3 - __________
______________________________________________________________

2. Joy – praying for them brings joy because of their testimony, 1:4 - __________
______________________________________________________________

3. Fellowship – true partnership in the Gospel, 1:5 - ________________________
______________________________________________________________

4. Confidence – this is just the beginning, 1:6 - ___________________________
______________________________________________________________

5. Partakers – common areas of Grace, 1:7 - _____________________________
______________________________________________________________

6. Long – emotional yearning and enjoyment, 1:8 - _________________________
______________________________________________________________

C.  Philippians 1:9-11 – The Prayer.

1. love abound – __________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

2. knowledge –  __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. all judgment - __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

4. sincere – _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

5. without offence – _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

6. till the day of Christ - ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

7. filled with the fruits of righteousness - ______________________________
______________________________________________________________
