THE SPIRITUAL MATURITY CONTINUUM
Greek Word:


teknia


paidion

neaniskos


pater
English Translation:

little children

little children

young men


fathers
Who:                                       newly saved

entered training
grounded in the Word

reproducers


Spiritual trait:


sins PPT forgiven
PPT ginosko

-overcome the wicked one
PPT ginosko ton







The Father

-strong (ischuros)

ap’ arches, Christ,











-Word of God abides in
Phil. 3:10

Study:



10 Commandments,
The Lord’s Prayer,
The Whole Armor of

Knowing Christ 




Heb. 8:10-12; 

Matt. 6:9-13

God, Eph. 6:10-18

Intimately, Phil. 3:10
Key Word: 


Forgiven

Trust


Stable



Mature

Study Outlines

1.  teknia – The 10 Commandments, (Exodus 20 & Deuteronomy 5), are the only source of defining what sin is, and showing us our guilt.  It is then that we can appreciate and apply the Blood of Christ, Hebrews 8:10-12.  Each of the commandments can be studied giving the following for each:

The Commandment


The Righteous Requirement
Where I See Myself Guilty 

2.  paidion – The Lord’s Prayer  can be a starting point for understanding our Heavenly Father.  Starting with, and including “Father,” we can list 10 things about our Heavenly Father from this prayer.  Each one could be studied in the following manner;
The Words in the Prayer

The Meaning



What This Means To Me

3.  neoniskos -  Including the last reference to prayer, we can say that there are 7 pieces of the whole armor of God.  The armor could be studied this way:

The Piece of Armor


What It Means

How I Put It On

4.  pater -
“He who is from the beginning,” 1 John 2:13,14, refers to Christ, 1 John 1:1; John 1:1.  In Phil. 3:10, Paul lists 4 things that are unique to the Father level of maturity, to include: (1) “that I may know Him,” (2) “and the power of His resurrection,” (3) “and the fellowship of His sufferings,” (4) “being made conformable unto His death.”  These 4 things could be studied and explored, thinking of the meaning, and application to my life.

Teknia
The 10 Commandments

Exodus 20 & Deuteronomy 5

I. 
The Commandment:  No Other gods Before Me.

The Righteous Requirement:  No other being my primary source of HPS.  Note:    
             HPS = Happiness/Purpose/Security.

Where I See Myself Guilty:  Basing my HPS on people, and worrying more about     what they think, than about what God thinks.
II.
The Commandment:  No Idols.
The Righteous Requirement:  No material objects more important to me than God.
Where I See Myself Guilty:  Expecting HPS from material things, thinking more about them, than I do my Heavenly Husband.
III.
The Commandment:  Name Of God Not In Vain.

The Righteous Requirement:  Genuineness in speaking of or to God.

Where I See Myself Guilty:   Not being sincere when I speak of, or think of God.
IV.
The Commandment:   Remember The Sabbath.
The Righteous Requirement: Live the “faith-rest” life, and take the time to develop that faith. 
Where I See Myself Guilty:  Not spending the time in the Word to develop faith-rest.
V.
The Commandment:  Honor Our Fathers & Mothers.
The Righteous Requirement:  Proper respect for, and submission to all authorities God places in my life.
Where I See Myself Guilty:  Having times where I may want to by-pass proper authority.
VI.
The Commandment:  No Murder.
The Righteous Requirement:  No hatred or thoughts of any human being not being of infinite worth.
Where I See Myself Guilty:  “writing someone off” because of not seeing their sacredness of being created in the image of God.
VII.
The Commandment:  No Adultery.

The Righteous Requirement:  Physical and mental moral purity.
Where I See Myself Guilty:  Allowing the eyes to wander and feed my flesh with images with which to commit adultery in my heart.
VIII.
The Commandment:  No Stealing.

The Righteous Requirement:  Financial integrity with God and man

Where I See Myself Guilty:  Not seeking God before all financial commitments.
IX.
The Commandment:  No lying.

The Righteous Requirement:  Verbal integrity
Where I See Myself Guilty:  Deliberately masking portions of truth for personal protection or gain.
X.
The Commandment:  No Coveting.

The Righteous Requirement:  No discontent with God’s gracious dealings.

Where I See Myself Guilty:   Discontent with what I have, or where I am.
Paidion

Matthew 6:9-13

1.   Phrase:  Our Father.
Meaning:  Jesus wants us to know that His Father is our Father, and that He is the perfect Father.
What It Means To Me:  Regardless of what I may not have had from my earthly  Father, I have it all in my Heavenly Father.
2.   Phrase:  Which Art In Heaven.
      Meaning:  My Father is Sovereign over all, Psalms 103:19.
      What It Means To Me:  I have the perfect Father, who loves me and works all 
      things together for my good.  This is not a phony relationship.
3.   Phrase:  Hallowed Be Thy Name.
      Meaning:  My Father is perfect and never compromises.
     What It Means To Me:  I can trust my Father to always to what is right, and correct 
     me when I am wrong.

4.   Phrase:  Thy Kingdom Come.
      Meaning:  My Father has glorious plans for my future.
     What It Means To Me:  I can put my future in my Father’s Hands and look forward to 
     eternity in His presence.

5.   Phrase:  Thy Will Be Done
      Meaning:  Nothing matters apart from being in my Father’s will.  
      What it means to me:  Life has no better place than being in my Father’s will.                                  
6.   Phrase:  Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.
      Meaning:  I can trust my Father to be faithful in supplying my daily needs.
      What It Means To Me:  I have no need for worry over material needs, ever.
7.   Phrase:  Forgive Us Our Trespasses.
      Meaning:  God forgives when I confess.
      What It Means To Me:  My Father forgives and remembers my sins no more.
8.   Phrase:   Lead Us Not Into Temptation.

      Meaning:  My Father can and will lead me away from overwhelming trials.
      What It Means To Me:  I can confidently face the future in this life under the 

      protective watch of my Father.  
9.   Phrase:  But Deliver Us From The Evil One.
      Meaning:  My Father will rescue me from the mouth of the lion, 2 Tim. 4:17.
      What It Means To Me:  As I am vigilant to watch, my ultimate deliverance is from 
      my Heavenly Father.

10.  Phrase:  For Thine Is The Kingdom, & The Power, & The Glory Forever.
      Meaning:  Heaven & earth are under the government of God alone, Who has
      all power needed, and will ultimately receive all the glory.  Hallelujah!

      What It Means To Me:  I am on the side of the Winning One, my Heavenly
      Father.

Nenoniskos

Ephesians 6:10-18

1.   Piece of Armor:  Belt.
      Meaning:  Honest truthfulness with myself and with God.
      How I Put It On:  Praying Psalms 139:23&24 in view of the 10 C’s.
2.   Piece of Armor:  The Breastplate of Righteousness
      Meaning:  Confessing and forsaking sins revealed, and claiming the +R of Christ.
      How I Put It On:  Confess and forsake all known sin.
3.   Piece of Armor:  Feet Shod With The Gospel Of Peace
      Meaning:  Developing mental and spiritual preparation to give out the Gospel.
      How I Put It On:  I develop my skills at sharing the Gospel and I also develop a mind-
      set to look for and see open doors. 
4.   Piece of Armor:  Shield Of Faith
      Meaning:  Developed structure of Bible Doctrine in the heart.
      How I Put It On:  Develop a consistent reading, studying and meditation habit.
5.   Piece of Armor:  The Helmet Of Salvation
      Meaning:  A Constant looking for and expectation of the Return of Christ.
      How I Put It On:  Saturate my mind with the truths of Christ’s Coming and develop 
      a habit of reminding myself of them.

6.   Piece of Armor:  The Sword Of The Spirit.
      Meaning: Since hrema is used  instead of logos I consider this the claiming  of
      Memory Verses trusting the Holy Spirit to use them as I quote them.
      How I Put It On:  I have a good “stock” of Memory Verses in my heart, and quote 
      them as applicable to a particular point of Satanic attack, Matt. 4:1-11.

7.   Piece of Armor:  Prayer/Communication with God
      Meaning:  I develop the habit of 1 Thess. 5:17; Phil. 4:6; Eph. 18.
      How I Put It On:  Developing a habit of praising, thanking, interceding, and 

      petitioning God in all things. 

Pater
Philippians 3:10
 1.  That I May Know Him:  Cf. Lk. 1:37, where ginosko means intimate knowledge and
      relationship.  I believe this is a direct reference to my marital relationship with  my
      Lord Jesus Christ, Ro. 7:6; 1 Cor. 6:15,17; 2 Cor. 11:2,3; Eph. 5:30.  The last level

      of maturity involves a deepening experience of this personal relationship with Christ.
2.   And The Power Of His Resurrection:  Through trials, 2 Cor. 12:7-10, it becomes 
      “more of Christ and less of me,” and I aspire towards it being “all of Christ and 

      none of me,” as Romans 6-8 and Eph. 1:19-23 becomes a reality in my life.

3.   And The Fellowship Of His Sufferings:  The Father is marked by suffering.  
      “Rembrandt’s father is a father who is emptied out by suffering.  Through the many 
      ‘deaths’ he suffered, he became completely free to receive and to give.” Nouwen.  

      See Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12; 2 Cor. 1:3-6; Col. 1:2.
4.  Being Made Conformable unto His Death:  “The most radical conformity is here indicated.  It was not only the undergoing of a physical death like that of Christ’s, but a conformity to the spirit and temper of His life, the meekness, lowliness, and submission of Christ…..His death to self, as illustrated so vividly to the Philippians in the self-emptying of the Lord Jesus in 2:7, a self-emptying that was true of our Lord not only in His act of becoming incarnate and stooping to the death of the cross, but also one that conditioned His entire earthly life and made it the beautiful life it was, a death to self, a denying of self for the blessings of others.  This is what Paul was striving for.”  Wuest.
