THE SHIELD OF THE FAITH

The “Shield of the Faith”  is that structure of Bible teaching resident in the believer’s mind which extinguishes the fiery darts of Satan.  
Eph. 6:16; 3:17; 4:13; Acts 14:22; 1 Tim. 1:19; 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7; I Pet. 5:8; Jude 3.
The following is a suggested outline of what might be an adequate “Shield of the Faith.”  This is a SELF TEST. It is not for others to see, only for you to see how well you are doing.  There are full answer sheets at the end of this outline.
I.  THE BIBLE

Who wrote it:  God, the Holy Spirit
Scriptures:  2 Peter 1:20,21; 2 Timothy 3:16 
How many human authors:  40        Over how many years: 1600
II. THE TRINITY

Definition:  One God, in 3 Persons
Scriptures:  Matthew 3:16,17; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
How the 3 Members of the Trinity are the same:  They are one and the same in essence, that is, all the attributes of God.
How they are different:  

The Father:  PLANS
The Son:  PROVIDES
The Holy Spirit:  APPLIES
III. THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST
Meaning:  Jesus Christ, eternal God, took on a sinless human body, being born of a virgin, becoming fully human, while remaining fully God.
Scriptures:  Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:21; Galations 4:4; 
IV. THE DIETY OF CHRIST

Meaning:  Jesus Christ is, and always has been, eternal God.
Scriptures:  John 1:1; John 8:58; Hebrews 1:8; Titus 2:13; Isaiah 9:6; 
V. THE GOSPEL

What it is:  The Good News that Jesus Christ died a sacrificial death for our sins, was buried, and rose again the third day.
Scriptures:  I Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 1:16; 
VI. SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH ALONE
Meaning:  Salvation is totally by God’s unmerited favor through faith in Christ alone, totally apart from human merit or works.
Scriptures:  Ephesians 2:8,9; 4:1-5; Titus 3:5; 
VII. JESUS IS COMING AGAIN

Meaning:  The same Jesus that ascended to heaven will return to earth in like manner to receive all the redeemed, give them glorified bodies, and take them to forever be with Him.
Scriptures:  Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10;
VIII. THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Meaning:  What God is like, His Character, His Essence.
S overeign:  His will is always done.                        Ref:  Ephesians 1:11
H oly:  He is eternally separate from evil.              Ref:  Psalms 22:3
I mmutable:  He never changes.                               Ref:  Malachi 3:6
E ternal:  He always was, and always will be.       Ref:  Psalms 90:2
L ove:  It is God’s nature to sacrifice all for the    Ref:  1 John 4:8
            good of those He loves.
J ust:  He is always right and fair.                          Ref:  Psalms 89:14
O mnipotent:  All powerful; nothing too hard        Ref:  Luke 1:37

                 for Him.  
O mniscient:  He is all-knowing; His                 Ref:  Psalms 147:5

                understanding is  Infinite.
O mnipresent:  God is everywhere He chooses    Ref:  Jeremiah 29:23,24
                         to be, filling heaven and earth.
T ruth:  God cannot lie.                               Ref:  Titus 1:2
Note:  the preceding bold letters form the acronym ‘SHIELJOOT” for easier memorization.

IX. THE NATURE OF MAN
A. What happened to man at the fall:  man became spiritually dead,          separated from God, and began to die physically.   Ref:  Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12;
B.  What it means to be “lost:”  lost man is spiritually dead, God’s
enemy by nature, and dominated by fleshly lusts..   Ref:  Ephesians 2:1-3; 
    C.  What lost man knows about God:  lost man knows that God exists, that He is God, He is eternal and all-powerful, and that He will judge all humans according to the 10 Commandments.   Ref:  Romans 1:20; Romans 2:14-16;
C. How lost man knows about his sin:  lost man knows about his 
sin by being exposed to the Ten Commandments. Romans 3:20; Romans 7:7;
      D.   How a person becomes saved:  a person becomes saved when they are convicted of their sin by the Holy Spirit, are granted repentance by the grace of God, and are brought to faith in Christ and Christ alone for their salvation.  Ref:  John 16:7-11; 2 Timothy 2:25; Ephesians 2:8,9; Acts 16:30,31; 
X. “FAMILY OF SALVATION WORDS”

Salvation:  deliverance from danger, in the case of our salvation, from eternal hell.  Ref:  John 3:16
Redemption:  to set one at liberty through the payment of a ransom.  Ref:  Ephesians 1:7
Forgiveness:  releasing the offender from any obligation to the offended.  Ref:  Ephesians 1:7
Propitiation:  a sacrifice, removing God’s wrath, making Him favorable.  Ref:  Romans 3:25;
Reconciliation:  a thorough, permanent change, from enemies to friends, through the removal of the hostility.  Ref:  Romans 5:10;
Justification:  a  declaring, or making one to be perfectly right in view of a standard, that standard being God.   Ref:  Romans 3:24;
Election:  the act of God, selecting from among mankind, certain for Himself.  Ref:  Ephesians 1:4; Romans 9:11;
Predestination:  a predetermination beforehand of someone’s destiny.  Ref:  Eph. 1:5; Romans 8:29;
XI.  BIBLE TERMS

Grace:  an undeserved favor to the infinitely undeserving, bestowed freely, with no expectation of return, finding its only motive in the generosity and free-heartedness of the giver.  Ref:  Ephesians 2:8; Romans 3:24; Romans 5:20; Romans 15:10;
Mercy:  a regard to the miserable, in their lowest state of need, with effort to relieve that misery.  Ref:  Titus 3:5; Ephesians 2:4; Hebrews 4:16; 
Peace:  a joining together, producing a state of untroubled, undisturbed well-being; tranquility.  Ref:  Romans 5:1; Romans 14:17; Philippians 4:7,9;
Faith:  “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen;” i.e. a know-so, based on a written promise, of blessings confidently expected; a being convinced of transactions not seen.  Ref:  Hebrews 11:1;
Repentance:  a change of mind, resulting in a change of conduct.  Ref:  Luke 24:47; Acts 20:21;
Love: a setting of a supreme value upon, sacrificing all for the good of the object loved.  Ref:  John 3:16; 1 John 4:10;
Hope:  confident expectation of future blessings.   Ref:  Romans 8:24; 1 Corinthians 13:13;
Righteousness:  being perfectly right, in view of a standard.  Ref:  Romans 3:21,22;
Sin:  a missing the mark, that is, of God’s perfection.  Ref:  Romans 3:23;
Sanctification:  separation from all that would defile, and unto God alone.  This would include our present state in Christ, plus the process of holiness going on in our lives as we grow in Christ.  Ref:  Hebrews 10:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:3;
XII. THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
Commandment

Righteous Requirement
1.  No other gods

No being, other than God, to whom I look                                                      
                                       for my ultimate happiness, purpose or




security.
2. No idols


No material object that is more important to me




than God.
3. Name not in vain
Never use the Name of God without fully 




thinking about and meaning what I am saying.
4. Sabbath rest

Enjoying the permanent rest we have as we live                 
                                         by faith in Christ.
5. Honor parents

Respect for all authority figures God places in




our life.
6. No murder

Love all other human beings as ourselves.
7. No adultery

Maintain moral purity both in mind and in body.
8.  No stealing

Maintain financial integrity before the LORD.

9. No lying


Maintain verbal integrity.
10. No coveting

Be content in whatsoever state I am.
XIII. THE ARMOR OF GOD
                       Ephesians 6:10-18
Piece


Meaning
Belt


Truthful honesty with myself and with God.
Breastplate

Right with God through faith in Christ, and in my           
                     walk.
Shoes


Being ready and willing to share the Gospel.

Shield


Continually developing the structure of Bible teaching 




in the soul which extinguishes Satan’s darts.

Helmet

Continuous constant expectation of the coming of 




Christ and being with Him for eternity.

Sword


Memory verses, or at least Scripture references 




Ready, for use during specific temptations.

Praying

Maintaining a constant attitude of prayer in all its 




aspects and forms.

XIV. THE CHURCH

   A.  What the church is:  The church is the Body of Christ called out from the world, in both its universal and local aspects.   Ref:  Ephesians 1:22,23; 1 Timothy 3:15.
   B.  What the church is for:  The church exists for the gathering where the people of God can be fed the Word of God, worship corporately, partake of the ordinances, exercise their gifts, and encourage one another.  Ref:  Acts 2:42-47; 
D. The officers and their tasks:
1. Elder:  An Officer of the local church who leads by example,
serving the spiritual needs of the church, based on maturity, position, and gift.  They are called Elders, Overseers and Pastors.   Ref:  Acts 20:17,28; Jeremiah 3:15.
   2.  Deacon:  An Officer of the local church who, under the leadership of the Elders, sees to the material needs of the church.  Ref:  Acts 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 3:8-13. 
   D.  The ultimate goals of the church:

   1. Matthew 16:18:  To train and mobilize the members of the Body of Christ to storm the Satanic kingdom of darkness with the Gospel.
   2. Ephesians 4:12-16:  To see every member, through the ministry of the Pastors, adjusted, grounded in the faith, and mature in Christ so that they become a maximum blessing in their ministry to the rest of the Body.  
   3. Matthew 28:18-20:  For every member of the Body of Christ to be reproducers of disciplined learners of Christ who are taught the whole counsel of God.
