The Making of a Martyr
Stephen - The characteristics that made the difference
Steadfastness – Fixed or unchanging; steady. Firmly loyal or constant; unswerving.

James 1:25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
Humility - a modest or low view of one's own importance.

Jas 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
Selflessness – putting others needs first.

Jas 2:15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
Jas 2:16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?
Courage – the ability to do what needs to be done even though you are fearful.

Ps 31:24  Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.
Maturity – look at things through the eyes of an adult.

2Pe 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
Dedication – sticking to what you believe to be true.

Ro 12:1 ¶  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Willingness to sacrifice – committed to giving whatever it takes.

Matt 12: 44  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
Love – unconditional commitment without regard to personal gain.

Jas 2:8 ¶  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:
Doctrinally sound – fully grounded in the unchangeable truth.
Joh 7:17  If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.
Wise – broad and specific knowledge of the things of God.

Jas 3:13 ¶  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.
Disciplined – dedicated and practiced good habits.

Job 36:10  He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity.
Fruits of the Spirit – results of developing spiritual strengths.

2Ti 2:22 ¶  Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
Honorable – respectable.

Mr 15:43  Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.
Integrity – doing what is right simply because it is right.

1Pe 3:16 ¶  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.
Godly – adopting God-like characteristics as our own.

Jas 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Stephen - grave, not double tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience, proved, blameless (1 Tim 3:8-13).
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