SALVATION AND GROWTH IN CHRIST:
FROM WHENCE?
Is there a “model” for salvation and growth that can challenge all other models?  Can this be done?  Is there a model for the above by which all other models can be judged?

I suggest that there is.  It can be summed up in one answer:  the Bible, the God-Breathed Word, written in 66 Books, being inerrant, complete, and infallible.  Note the primacy of the Word in Acts:  “And the Word of God increased,” 6:7; “But the Word of God grew and multiplied.” 12:24; “So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed.” 19:20.
A.  For salvation, let’s look:  (emphasis will be mine)
Mark 4:14 – “The sower soweth the Word.”
Luke 8:11 – “Now the parable is this:  The seed is the Word of God.”

Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”

James 1:18 – “Of His own will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”
1 Peter 1:23 – “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”
Can there be any doubt that unless the “seed”  of the Word of God is planted, and that seed is “quickened” by the Holy Spirit, one is not born again?  What other “models” for salvation/evangelism am I aware of?  How do they line up with Scripture?  Will this change my approach to evangelism?  Am I actually planting the seed, the only hope of a person being born again?
B. For Christian growth/discipleship training, let’s look:
John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

John 6:57 – “As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father:  so he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me.”  Note:  this assumes that the Bible is the written expression of the Word, Jesus Christ.

John 6:63 – “It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing:  the Words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life.”
Hebrews 4:12 – “For the Word of God is alive and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow; and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

1 Peter 2:2 – “As newborn babes, desire the sincerer milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby:”

2 Timothy 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

Matthew 4:4 – “”But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Psalms 119:50 – “This is my comfort in my affliction:  for Thy Word has quickened me.”

2 Timothy 3:17 states: “That the man of God may be perfect (having all the parts necessary for completeness, including the adaptation of those parts to the purpose for which they were designed), thoroughly furnished (being fully equipped and in appropriate condition) unto all good works.”  It would appear that the context is saying the Word of God provides these things.  Note:  this is not meant to cancel out the legitimate use of good Commentaries, Books and Study Guides prepared by godly men and women.
Can there be any doubt that the only thing ordained to make new creatures, 2 Corinthians 5:17; transforming them, Romans 12:1; and conforming them to the image of Christ, 
2 Corinthians 3:18; is the written Word of God?

Pastors and teachers, Ephesians 4:11; are to feed the flock, Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2.  Feed them with what?  We know the answer, of course.  With the eternal, infallible, inerrant, complete Word of God, making up the 66 Books of our Holy Bible.  

Note Trench commenting on John 21:15-17:  “If poimainein [to shepherd] is the more comprehensive word and was added to boske [to feed] in Jesus’ instruction to Peter in John 21:15ff, how do we account for Jesus’ return to boske and His concluding with the narrower and weaker admonition?  Dean Stanley suggested the answer, and his suggestion is a most important lesson that the church and all who rule her need diligently to apply.  Feeding the flock and finding them spiritual food is paramount and should not be superseded by any other concerns.  Often in false ecclesiastical systems the preaching of the Word loses its preeminence, and the boskein recedes into the background and is swallowed up in the poimainein.  In such situations, the poimanein is not a true poimainein, because it is not a boskein as well, but is the sort of ‘shepherding’ that is denounced by Ezekiel.”  See Ezekiel 34:2-3;8-10; Zechariah 11:15-17; Hosea 4:6.
Do I have other models for discipleship training?  How do they line up with this one?  Why would I have another model?

The reason for this outline may be obvious.  It appears there may be models for both salvation and discipleship training that are not based on Scripture alone.  A minimum of Scripture may be used, or Scripture may be totally supplanted with some kind of relational influence or therapeutic model.  This may result in some relational growth, but not necessarily with God.
In closing, it has been recorded that in centuries gone by, the North African Continent was a spiritual “breadbasket” for the world.  The church was strong, active, unified, and impacting the world.  The decline of the Body of Christ in Northern Africa is also recorded.  The record states that the church there slowly began to minimize and marginalize the teaching of the Bible.  Programs and other activities were substituted for the Pastors feeding their flocks.  As time went on, the church in Northern Africa lost its voice and disappeared.  Is that happening to us? 
