ZEAL
In his section on The Jealousy of God, in KNOWING GOD, Pages 172-173, J.I. Packer records this:

  “I am the LORD; that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.” “For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.  How can I let myself be defamed?  I will not yield my glory to another”  (Isa. 42:8; 48:11).  Here in these texts is the quintessence of the jealousy of God.

The Christian Response:  What practical bearing has all this on those who profess to be the Lord’s people?  The answer may be given under two headings.


1. The jealousy of God requires us to be zealous for God.   As our right response to God’s love for us is love for him, so our right response to his jealousy over us is zeal for him.  His concern for us is great; ours for him must be great too.  What the prohibition of idolatry in the second commandment implies is that God’s people should be positively and passionately devoted to his person, his cause and his honor.  The Bible word for such devotion is zeal, sometimes actually called jealousy for God.  God  himself, as we have seen, manifests zeal, and the godly must manifest it too.  


The classic description of zeal for God was given by Bishop J.C. Ryle.  We quote it at length.

“A zealous man in religion is pre-eminently a man of one thing.  It is not enough to say that he is earnest, hearty, uncompromised, thorough-going, whole-hearted, fervent in spirit.  He only sees one thing, he cares for one thing, he lives for one thing, he is swallowed up in one thing; and that one thing is to please God.  Whether he lives, or whether he dies—whether he has health, or whether he has sickness—whether he is rich, or whether he is poor—whether he pleases man, or whether he gives offence—whether he is thought wise, or whether he is thought foolish—whether he gets the blame, or whether he gets praise—whether he gets honor, or whether he gets shame—for all this the zealous man cares nothing at all.  He burns for one thing; and that one thing is to please God, and to advance God’s glory.  If he is consumed in the very burning, he cares not for it—he is content.  He feels that, like a lamp, he is made to burn; and if consumed in burning, he has but done the work for which God appointed him.  Such a one will always find a sphere for his zeal.  If he cannot preach, work, and give money, he will cry, and sigh, and pray….If he cannot fight in the valley with Joshua, he will do the work of Moses, Aaron, and Hur, on the hill (Exodus 17:9-13).  If he is cut off from working himself, he will give the Lord no rest till help is raised up from another quarter, and the work is done.  This is what I mean when I speak of ‘zeal’ in religion.  (PRACTICAL RELIGION, 1959 ed., p. 130).”
Zeal, we note, is commanded and commended in Scriptures.  Christians are to be “zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14 KJV).  

Paul was a zealous man, single-minded and at full stretch for his Lord.  What now of us?


2. The jealousy of God threatens churches which are not zealous for God.  (Laodicea referenced). “I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot:  I would thou were cold or hot.  So then, because thou are lukewarm, and neither cold or hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.  As many as I live, I rebuke and chasten:  be zealous therefore, and repent,” Rev. 3:15,16,19.    [note: “hot” = zestos, the Greek adjective for “zeal.”]  How many of our churches today are sound, respectable—lukewarm?  What, then, must Christ’s word be to them?  What have we to hope for? –-unless, by the mercy of God who in wrath  remembers mercy, we find zeal to repent?  Revive us, Lord, before judgment falls!

 William McDonald in TRUE DISCIPLESHIP:  “A disciple can be forgiven if he does not have great mental ability or physical prowess.  But he cannot be excused if he does not have zeal.  If his heart is not aflame with a red-hot passion for the Savior, he stands condemned.  After all, Christians are followers of the One who said, ‘zeal for your house has eaten me,’ John 2:17.  Their Savior was consumed with a passion for God and for His interests.  Those who are constrained by the love of Christ will count no sacrifice too great to make for Him.”  
Jonathan Edwards, Resolved:  “To endeavor to obtain for myself as much happiness in the other world as I possibly can, with all the power, might, vigor, and vehemence, yea, violence, I am capable of, or can bring myself to exert, in any way that can be thought of.”
