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Town Board Meeting of September 19, 2017
East Hampton, New York

I. Call to Order
10:00 AM Meeting called to order on September 19, 2017 at Town Hall Meeting Room, 159 
Pantigo Road, East Hampton, NY.

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived
Kathee Burke-Gonzalez Town of East Hampton Councilwoman Present
Peter Van Scoyoc Town of East Hampton Councilman Present
Sylvia Overby Town of East Hampton Councilwoman Present
Fred Overton Town of East Hampton Councilman Present
Larry Cantwell Town of East Hampton Supervisor Present
Carole A. Brennan Town of East Hampton Town Clerk Present
Michael Sendlenski Town of East Hampton Town Attorney Present

II. Public Portion
Martin Drew spoke about CPF issues and Hampton Waters properties.  Spoke about 
recommendations that are to come to the board from Zach Cohen.  He spoke about two 
properties that the town purchased in the area that were demolished.  Spoke about loosing 
our tax base with these purchases.

Theresa McCaskie read a prepared statement regarding airport noise.  She spoke about 
flight routes.  Most of her complaints are about helicopters, jets and sea planes on the 
northern route.  

J. Latham representing the Accabonac Protection Association made a presentation and gave 
individual awards to each member of the Town Board in appreciation of there support.  
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III. Topics

A. Overview of FAA ANCA Process - Bill O'Connor, Morrison 
Foerster
Bill O'Connor representation from Morrrison Foerster gave an overview of the Airport Noise 
and Capacity Act of 1990 (ANCA) Process.  He covered Background of noise standards and 
HTO operations; the ANCA process; Part 161 application components; precedent; possible 
schedule for HTO; and possible costs for HTO. He explained the ANCA Process step by step.  
Noise analysis is a very important step.  He explained the six statutory conditions for 
approval: restriction is reasonable, nonarbitrary, and nondiscriminatory; restriction does not 
create an unreasonable burden on interstate or foreign commerce; restriction is not 
inconsistent with maintaining the safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace; restriction 
does not conflict with US law; an adequate opportunity has been provided for public 
comment on the restriction; restriction does not create an unreasonable burden on national 
aviation system.  He states that since 1990 seven Part 161 applications have been filed with 
the FAA.  Of those only one has been approved, two have been denied, and four were 
abandoned.  He stated that if the town started know it would be a two year timeline.  The 
town would have to hire an economic consultant along with the noise consultants.  The 
costs would be approximately 1.2 to 2 million dollars for that two year timeline.  

 

B. Interim Analysis of Operations and Complaints at East Hampton 
Airport - Mary Ellen Eagan, HMMH
Mary Ellen Eagan of HMMH gave a presentation on Interim Analysis of Operations and 
Complaints at the E H Airport.  She covered the Interim Analysis Overview; Background; 
Helpful Definitions; 2017 Year-to-Date Operations including Operations for top level 
observations & fleet mix top level observations.  She reviewed the HTO complaint reporting 
system.  She explained the 2017 Year-to-Date Complaints and the 2017 Year-to-Date Air 
Noise Report Complaint Aircraft Type Analysis.  

 

C. Questions and Comments
John Cullen asked that during the tests on noise levels are they taking the tests on nice 
days or rainy days.  85% of the helicopter travel flys over his home in Northville.  On nasty 
days they fly at 600ft. and the noise was really bad.  

Jim Underwood from Laurel asks if there is anyway to know how many actual households 
make complaints as opposed to how many people.  
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Sherone lives off Mile Hill in East Hampton.  Can the town somehow use their mission for 
peace, recreation and CPF purchases as part of the analysis.

East Hampton Aviation Association.  She states that the aviation association is willing to 
assist the town in any way they can.  She asks if there is any way to determine which 
complaints that are filed actually are about aircraft leaving and or landing from EH Airport.  

Gene from Noyac questions if only 10 people are making 6000 complaints.  The process is 
too long.  Close it now.  

Sheryl questions how the board would engage the public in whether or not to start these 
proceedings.  Would the public be part of the decision?  

Peter Montebonal lives on Merchant's Path asked if people use an app on their phone to 
make complaints.  He states that he makes at least 300 complaints himself.  Why are there 
three different ways to make complaints?  

Naomi Saltz thanked the board for holding the maeeting.  She asked if the FAA would let 
them close the airport.  

Bill spoke to the closure matter.  He states that after grant assurances are done the 
town could close the airport.  

Sharlo Taylor who's aunt started the airport in 1946.  Questioned if #1's could be later 
classified as #3.  Could the airport be closed and reopened as a private airport or an airport 
just for recreational planes.  

Vanny Vilar candidate for Supervisor is opposed to closing the airport but is in favor of 
helping out the residents.  He questioned the current proceedings in court.  He asked if the 
costs associated could ever be taken from the general fund.  

Preston Phillips Sag Harbor Bridgehampton Turnpike says he only calls if there is a safety 
issue.  Helicopters fly over his home at 300 ft.  
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Jerry Larson states that he believes if the fact is true that if the litigation against the town is 
won by the other parties that the funds would have to be bore by the taxpayers instead of 
the airport fund as has been said.  If this is going to happen it will be worse than the 
McGintee administration.  

Supervisor Cantwell remarks that this group is stating this for their own political 
reasons. 

Jim Harmon outside counsel for the Town of Southold.  They are supporting the town in 
their proceedings.  He states that the complaints are very important to the case.  

Gene Oshren a member of the EH Aviation Association executive committee and several 
advisory committees set up by the town.  He explained the associations view on these 
matters.  They believe that EH could set presedence through the ANCA process.  He states 
that just voting to close the airport is not going to work, there will be more involved.  

Patricia Currie part of the group Say No to HTO.  Here group believes that the only way to 
give back residents the quality of life is to close the airport.  

Martin Drew spoke about his groups recreational needs.  They would like to make some 
noise at the airport.  

Marty London from Montauk here to speak on behalf of a Montauk United states that they 
encourage the board to consider the entire town not just certain persons.  If helicopters can 
not land in EH they will land in Montauk.  Montauk is a private airport with 2030 grant 
assurances. 

A gentleman questioned a meeting with Congressman Zelden.  

Bonnie Krupinski thanked everyone for today's meeting.  She has been using the airport 
since she was 3.  She feels that those that use the airport 12 months of the year that the 
restrictions could be seasonal.  She believes there can be reasonalbe outcome.  
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Diane S. Deputy Mayor of North Haven thanked the board. 

Gene says that everyone that is affected is not here today.  When was the water last tested 
at the airport?   

IV. Executive Session - Litigation; CPF;Contract; Personnel
A motion was made at 12:28 PM by Councilman VanScoyoc, seconded by Councilwoman 
Burke-Gonzalez to go into executive session in ten minutes.  


