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From the Director, Pam Blaschum. . .  

It’s hard to believe that March 2022 marks our 10th anniversary at 10 Richards 
Road.  If you’ve not visited us previously, we are located in the art deco build-
ing that was TWA’s first corporate headquarters and overhaul base.  The 
building was completed in 1931. 

The TWA Museum was officially established in 1986, however our roots go 
back further. Several years earlier, TWA employees at the Maintenance and 
Overhaul base in Kansas City had accumulated a collection of TWA memora-
bilia to display in a small space, in the lobby of the administration building. 
The collection, inspired by maintenance technician Tom Perry, continued to 
grow.    

Former Flight Attendant Marie Trainer took care of the museum and all arti-
facts for 20 years and moved the entire collection four times from 1985-2009.  
The last destination was KCI Expo Center and that agreement expired in 2009. 

It was then that I was asked to assume the directorship of the museum. I had 
such a passion for TWA’s legacy and my desire to increase public awareness 
of the museum led me to pursue permanent housing at 10 Richards Road. 
After much preparation and hard work, the TWA Museum opened there in 
2012, 

A group of nine former flight attendants, Betsy Martin, Joy DeCoursey, Pam 
Dennis, Pat Brinkman, Karen Martin, Carol Emert, Zana Allen, Linda Malo-
ney and myself met with Marie on a weekly basis learning about all the items 
that had been accumulated since the mid 80’s when Tom Perry started his 
collection of artifacts. 

In 2011 we acquired two 
rooms at 10 Richards 
Road.  The nine of us reno-
vated both rooms in-
stalling flooring, painting 
walls and ceilings, building 
display cases and opened 
for business in March 2012 

  

 

Continued on Page 2 . . .  
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Since then we now have seven Board Members, two Archivists, three on 
our research team and thirty-nine volunteers.  We received our 501 C 3 
non profit status on August 29, 2013 with the assistance and determina-
tion of Zana Allen and Karen Martin. 

Our first two galleries showcase the Connie simulator, Founder’s room, 
Gift shop and Memorial room. 
We have several exhibit spac-
es in the hangar area, includ-
ing our Lockheed Electra 12A 
Jr., Link Trainer, Education 
center, Library, Scout room, 

Ambassador club, Conference room and  707 Cabin trainer. In addition, 
we have a collections storage area. 

To celebrate our tenth anniversary, we will have a free day on March 

17th.  Please come join us. 

 

FROM OUR MUSEUM’S BLOG 
 

In putting content together for our blog, our goal is to 
make the history of TWA interesting and enjoyable. 
While written information is clearly at the core of what 
we do, sometimes we come across a photograph that 
needs no description. Our Photo of The Week posted 
on January 3 is one of those! 

 
We purposely made it our first photo of 2022, as we 
felt it communicated our hope that 2022 would be a 
better year than the previous two. Thanks to our great 
supporters, friends, and volunteers, we managed to 
make it through the challenges of these past two years 
and look ahead to a bright future for all of us. 
 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

 Thinking of Donating Items to the Museum? 
 

Before sending or dropping off items to the museum, please send an email to: 

 twamuseum@gmail.com  

describing your donation, list of items and pictures if possible. 

We will respond as soon as we can! 

We truly appreciate the donations we receive but are running out of storage room. 

Thank you for your consideration! 
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Volunteer News 
 

Our Volunteers logged 
over 8415 volunteer 
hours in 2021.  Thanks 
to all of our dedicated 
Volunteers.  We could 
not do it without you. 

 

We have two new volunteers to staff the front 
desk.  Sharon Horton is retired from TWA/AA 
where she worked in Industrial Relations.  Sharon 
also volunteers at Hill Crest in Parkville. 

 

Carol Piper retired from AA and Jet Midwest.  She 
has also operated her own Pet Grooming shop for 
many years before closing her shop the end of 
last year   

 

Welcome to the TWA Museum Family! 



Thank you to Bra Couture KC for partnering with the TWA 
Museum! 
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The TWA Museum would like to thank Bra Couture KC for partnering with us in our fundraising events this year. By hav-
ing our events on back to back evenings we will be able to use the tables and chairs that will already be in place for the 
Bra Couture KC Event, April 22, 2022, saving us a huge expense!  

Sharon Butler Payne, a breast cancer survivor, is the Founder and Executive Director of Bra Couture KC. She also 
worked for TWA from 1964-1993 in Human Resources in Information Technology. The last years of her employment 
were spent as Employment Representative for the Western Region, all TWA cities West of the Mississippi. We are very 
grateful for her willingness to help us with our event on April 23, 2022!  

Bra Couture KC (BCKC) is the only non-profit in Kansas City that has built two cancer service centers physically located 
within area hospitals, with a new one opening soon. These centers serve uninsured/underinsured patients and are man-
aged by on-site nurse navigators. BCKC also funds: two Patients in Need Funds at The University of Kansas Cancer Cen-
ter, the annual free mammogram program at Samuel U. Rodgers, services at 
Cancer Action, and holds 200 free mammograms each year for women in 
underserved communities with Imaging for Women. Through the generosity 
of our donors, we have raised nearly $3 million over the past 10 years and 
cared for more than 11,000 cancer patients. Their mission is to raise funds 
for the Greater Kansas City area to provide cancer care to uninsured/
underinsured men and women cancer patients facing any cancer, and to fo-
cus on the cancer care disparity issues. For more information go to: 

 WEBSITE: BraCoutureKC.com 

 FACEBOOK @BraCoutureKC 

 INSTAGRAM @BraCoutureKC  
 TWITTER @BraCoutureKC   

REMEMBERING JOHN WILDMAN                                                                            

September 8, 1953-December 17, 2021 
 

The museum has lost one of our volunteers.  John Wildman passed 
away of an unexpected cardiopulmonary event on December 17. 2021.   

John had a love for Aviation in general and especially TWA.  He had vol-
unteered as a tour guide at the museum for 4 ½ years.  As a former Ea-
gle Scout, he also assisted in the Scout Merit Badge program that the 
museum conducts. 

John worked for TWA for a short time during his college years.   His 
knowledge came from reading and researching TWA.  He could talk Avi-
ation with anyone and everyone.  

John never let his wheelchair hold him back.  Those visitors who were 
given a tour by John, received a great and informative tour.  It may have 
been a little long but you got a wealth of information.     

John’s knowledge will be missed by future museum visitors as well as 
his fellow volunteers who will miss his friendship.  

Travel with the Angels, John.   
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Did you know that TWA flew Cattle Charters????? 
 
Yes! TWA flew a Cattle Charter operation in the early ’70s, I worked as a cargo service supervisor at the TWA MCI air 
freight terminal. My manager, Frank Stephan, asked me to head up a new freighter operation moving cattle to Teran, 
Iran. Since I grew up on a dairy farm, he thought I would be a good candidate for this project. I worked with the TWA car-
go department in New York and the TWA engineering department at MCI to come up with a loading ramp to offload the 
cattle safely from the truck into the cargo aircraft. The operation came together in late August 1977. We shipped 12 
planeloads of 80 Holstein dairy cattle over a few months. The revenue was approximately $1,000.00 per cow. We had no 
unhappy passengers. The 707 cargo aircraft was to layover in Philadelphia over the weekend, so we would not be taking a 
plane out of a revenue flight. It was cleaned and flown to London to pick up another revenue charter back to Philadelph-
ia. The attached pictures show the process of getting the cattle across the ocean.  

Submitted by Terry VanDyke 
 

 



A Day at the TWA Museum. . . . 
 
 
There is always a lot going behind the scenes at the museum. Joe B., Mark and John in the Library, Carol and 
Zana in Archives work ceaselessly to organize, catalog, and safely store TWA’s history. Judy tiptoes through 
the uniform case to straighten and remove the silver serving pieces so that she, Marcia, and Belinda can clean and 
polish them at least once a year.  Joe H. and other volunteers’ dust and tidy other cases and our model airplanes. Larry 
C. keeps Miss Ellie (our Lockheed Electra) looking as beautiful as she did in her youth. Pam is always working in the 
back on many projects. Art and others are constantly working on the Connie simulator to keep it flying. Dennis C. 
keeps busy with repair projects as well as building items for our displays. All of this happens when we are not busy 
with visitors. The museum is so fortunate to have such a dedicated group of volunteers. 
 
We are looking to promote the TWA museum more actively. Getting our name out through several different types of 
media is one of several different avenues we are pursuing. If you visit the museum, please consider giving us a rating 
and review on Google or Yelp.   We are always open to new thoughts. If you have ideas or suggestions, please send 
them to the museum.  

NEW ITEMS IN THE GIFT SHOP! 

Are you a fan of the Lockheed Electra, "Ellie" ?  We have a 15 ounce coffee cup with that image.  The handle and inside 
is dark blue.  The price is $15.00.   We also have napkins rings with an airplane and TWA on the sides.  They were made 
with a 3D printer and are very unique.  The price is $7.00 each or a pair for $12.00  It would make a nice display for 
your TWA dishes or a dinner party. 
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Archives Wish List! 
The museum collection has a shortage of the Royal Ambassador First Class white 22”x 18 ¾” linen meal service nap-
kins and the 27 ½´ x 23 ½” Royal Ambassador First Class linen tray tablecloths introduced in 1961 with the arrival of 
the jet age. 
 
The napkin had a button hole 
in one corner to aid the gen-
tlemen passengers in pro-
tecting their white dress 
shirts.  In the center of the 
napkin was a circle of 4 em-
bossed TWA twin globe logos 
on the linen fabric. The RA 
and crest was embossed in 
the center of the tray table-
cloth. 
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Royal Ambassador Service

TWA Crab Imperial 

Description: 

Wonderful Crab appetizer that we served coast to coast. 

Yields 14-3oz portions 

2 lbs. 8oz lump crab meat Pinch MSG 

4 oz. butter  Pinch rosemary 

1 1/2 oz sauterne wine Pinch white pepper 

1 1/2 pale dry sherry  Pinch mace 

1 oz cornstarch Breadcrumbs 

Salt to taste 

Dice crab into bite-sized pieces and saute in butter.  Heat until crab meat is no longer opaque.  Canned crab meat 
can be used as well.  In this case heat just until warm. 

Mix cornstarch with wines.  Add to crab.  Add seasonings.  Heat for 3 minutes, stirring 
constantly. 

Place 2-3 oz of the filling into a natural crab shell (or ramekin)  Top with bread crumbs. 
Bake just until browned and set.  Don’t overbake.  Garnish with parsley and lemon 
wedge.  Can be made the day before and baked just before serving.   

On December 5th the holiday 
season officially started for the 

TWA Museum Volunteer Family! 

At right all the volunteers in 
attendance gathered for a group 

photo! 

Happy 2022 from your Kansas 
City TWA Museum Volunteers! 



                WHY YES, WE DO HAVE A YOUTUBE CHANNEL! 
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TWA Firsts. . . . . 
First to develop the light-weight electrical 

engine synchronization indicator, now stand-
ard equipment on most airlines.  

From the Archives. . . 

 Volunteers Needed! 
 

The TWA Museum archives department is in 
need of a volunteer twice a month for four hours 
to assist with the following: Separate in date or-
der and bundle extra Skyliners, file donation 
forms and other documentation, tag extra uni-
forms, and assist where needed. Preferable days 
will be either Mondays or Tuesdays in the ar-
chives area, and either Carol Emert or Zana Allen 
will work with the volunteer. Hours and days can 
be agreed upon by the volunteer and archivists. 
Contact:  Carol Emert at  

carolemert@ gmail.com or  

Zana Allen at zallen2@kc.rr.com for further infor-
mation.  

COME CELEBRATE OUR  

10TH ANNIVERSARY! 

 

Thursday, March 
17th 

Free Admission 

http://gmail.com/
mailto:zallen2@kc.rr.com
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TWA Museum  

2022 Hangar Dance 
You are cordially invited to attend a 1940’s  

USO style Hangar Dance to benefit the  

TWA Museum!  

As of publication date, MASKS OPTIONAL 

Where:  Signature Flight Support Hangar at  

10 Richards Road,  

Kansas City, Missouri 

When:  Saturday, April 23, 2022 

Time:  5:30-7:00 Check in/Museum Open 

 Featured Dance Performers: 

The Swingsters  

TWA Captain Russ Longley and Partner  

Maysen Wilder (Just Dancing in St. Louis) 

Mark Harris and Partner Of Walter’s Dance Studio 

PLEASE BRING NON-PERISHABLE  

FOOD ITEMS!   

The TWA Museum has proudly chosen Harvesters – The Com-
munity Food Network as a 2022 beneficiary of our dance. Please 
support our efforts to feed hungry children, families, and seniors 
in our community by canned goods or personal items such as 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Vintage WWII and other military uniforms, vintage 40’s attire and              
TWA uniforms welcomed or come as you are!!!   

    Cash Bar 

                                   (No outside alcohol/beverages are allowed)    

 

Bring a picnic dinner or appetizers for your group!   

$30.00 per person pre-reservations (before April 21st) 

$35.00 per person at the door! 

(Tables seat 4 or 10) 

Ticket Reservations:  Call the TWA Museum at 816-234-1011 for more information or email twamuseum@gmail.com or                            
nlsitzmmann7@gmail.com. Fill out the form below, attach your payment and we will confirm your reservation via e-mail or by phone. 

Please include names of attendees on the back of this form. 

 

Name___________________________________________________________Phone#_______________________________________________  

 

Address____________________________________________City___________________________________ State_________Zip_________ ___  

   

Email address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Method of Payment:  Check____Visa____Mastercard_____Name on Credit Card___________________________________________________  

 

Credit Card Number__________________________________________________ Expiration_______________CCV#_______________  

Mail or drop off this form with payment (please make checks payable to the TWA Museum) to:  TWA Museum, Attn:  Nancy Sitzmann, 10 
Richards Road, Kansas City, MO  64116 

 7:00-10:00 Dance to the Music of the  

       Moonlight Serenade Orchestra 



 THANK YOU! 

The TWA Museum would like to thank the following businesses for 
their support in so many ways! 

            IWERX for allowing us use of their space for events! 

 

  MCR for our partnership with the new TWA Hotel at the former TWA Terminal at JFK and 
  their generous donation! 

    

Community America for their history and partnership in the future with the TWA  
Museum! 

                                 

  Perfection Floor Tile for the wonderful flooring including logos that they have provided  

              for the Museum and our new Ambassador club! 

      

 Signature Flight Support for allowing us to hold our TWA Museum 1940’s Style Hangar       
  Dance each spring as our annual fundraiser! 

        

          Silver Wings International for their generous annual donation!   

 

 

   

Bra Couture Kansas City for partnering with the TWA Museum in sharing our               
events weekend! 

 

 

Also thank you to our wonderful TWA former employees who have donated items and money to make sure we 
preserve the history of TWA here in Kansas City as well as the world. 

 

 

  
Did you know you can support the TWA Museum simply by shopping???  Go to smile. Ama-
zon.com and igive.com and list the TWA Museum as your favorite charity.  A small portion of 
your purchase price will be sent to the Museum every time you shop! 
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VOLUNTEERS 
Zana Allen 

Joe Ballweg 

Dianna Bennett 

Bob Blanc 

Pam Blaschum 

Margo Cabillonar 

Larry Chalberg, Sr 

Dennis Claus 

Kevin Clossick 

John Coleman 

Dean & Carol Conner 

Larry Dingman 

Robert Eckerle 

Chris Elkins 

Carol Emert 

Keith Epperson 

Chris & Sandy Funk 

Judy Gerling 

Wayne Hammer 

Joe & Belinda Hobbs 

Sharon Horton 

Matt Larson 

Janet Lhuiller 

Larry & Marcia Lillge 

Don Lueke 

Art Lujin 

Gary Mayden 

John Mays 

Lori Moore 

David Morningstar 

Mark Murtha 

Nina Newberry 

Carol Piper 

Charles Ross 

Ray Rowe 

Frank Ruege, Jr 

Nancy Sitzmann 

Gary Smedile 

Mark Townsend 

Alice Wasko  

 

 

 

Museum Legacy Society 
The TWA Museum Legacy Society has been established to provide you the 
opportunity to commit a gift during your lifetime that will help preserve the 
TWA Museum for years to come! 

Dying is not something we want to think about.  However, if we want to 
have a say in what happens after our passing, we need to make sure our 
wishes are known ahead of time.  If in lieu of flowers you would like Memo-
rial Donations made to the TWA Museum in your memory or the memory of 
a loved one, make sure that your loved ones are told of your wishes or if you 
would like to leave part of your estate to the museum, make sure it is put in 
your will or trust to that effect.  

All of the memorial Donations are tax deductible as the Museum is a 501C3 
Non-Profit. 

Museum Library Hours 

10-4 PM by Appointment 
For more detailed museum information, please visit our website at 
TWAMUSEUM.COM.  Upon payment of the museum entry fee, simply ad-
vise your welcome volunteer of your intent to visit the library and a volun-
teer will escort you to the Library.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact John Mays at 913-515-0080 or via email at twajohnmays@gmail.com 

MAKE YOUR PROM OR ENGAGEMENT A        
SPECIAL MEMORY AT THE TWA MUSEUM 

We have had several requests for Prom and Engage-
ment Pictures to be taken with Ellie, in our vintage 
phone booths or in the Ambassador Club.  Now we 
can include our Cabin Trainer!  We 
love to get our pictures out there and 

welcome the opportunity for those special moments in 
time.  A $25.00 donation is suggested for personal phone 
photos and a $50.00 donation for professional photogra-
phers.  Reservations are recommended so we can secure 
the volunteers we need to help with this one of a kind 
opportunity.  Call the Museum at 816-234-1011 to make 
your reservation! 

TWA Museum Hours 

Wednesday - Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM 
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TWA Museum 

10 NW Richards Rd 

Kansas City, MO  64116-4253 
    Donation Form 

Your support ensures that the Legacy of TWA and it’s influence 
on early aviation remains intact within future generations, and 
for that WE THANK YOU! 

If you would like to make a donation through this newsletter, 
please fill out the following form and mail it to the volunteers at: 

TWA Museum 

10 Richards Road, Suite 110 

Kansas City, Missouri  64116 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

___$250   ___$500   ____$750   ___$1000   ___Other_______ 

Friend of the Museum 
        Additionally, if you would like to become a Friend of the 

Museum, please choose from the Options below: 

_____Individual - $45.00 

Benefits:  Member card, unlimited free museum admission 1 
year, a 10% discount in the gift shop and online sales, and ad-
vance notice to special events and exhibits. 

(Senior $35.00) 

_____Family (Mother, Father, Son, Daughter)-$75.00 

Benefits:  Member card, unlimited free museum admission  for 
family members 1 year, a 10% discount in the gift shop and 
online sales, and advance notice to special events and exhibits. 

(Senior $65.00) 

______Lifetime-$1,000.00 

Benefits:  Member card, free family entry life of the member, 
10% discount on all merchandise, newsletter, advance notice of 
special events and exhibits. 

______Founders Club-$2,500.00 

Benefits:  Member card, free family entry life of donor, 20% dis-
count on all merchandise, newsletter, advance notice of special 
events and exhibits, PERMANENT RECOGNITION on beautiful 
plaque displayed in the TWA Museum. 


