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Serious Tackle Box
T h e

W i t h  C h r i s  G o n z a l e s

Experienced  Fishing Advice To 
Make Fishing Great Again

Serious Tackle’s CUSTOM Diamond Circle 
Jig - A New Deep Threat

I  have used this  in the past,  and custom bui ld them here in 

Serious Tackle.  The standard chrome Diamond j ig with the 

treble hook replaced by a circ le hook. A 6” white cur ly tai l  is 

added to the hook (see drawing).  The holding power of  the 

circ le hook is i ts obvious advantage, plus the added motion the 

cur ly tai l  g ives.

Using a circ le hook requires gett ing used to — l ike in bottom 

f ishing, you can’t  “set”  the hook; i t  must set i tsel f .  When the 

str ike is fel t ,  g ive a second for the l ine to t ighten, then wind. 

Circ le hooks hold l ike no other sty le and are especial ly good 

on head shakers l ike Amberjack, who could use the j ig ’s weight 

to throw the hook.

To use circ le hooks on Diamond j igs,  the spl i t  r ing must be 

Serious Tackle’s CUSTOM Diamond Circle Jig 
Modifications for Increased Strikes & Hook‑Holding Power

large enough— Rosco size 9 or 10 — so the hook eye passes 

through without distort ion. Always sharpen circ le hooks whi le 

they’re st i l l  loose; sharpening them on the j ig is asking for t rou-

ble i f  the j ig s l ips in your hand. Circ le hooks are dangerous to 

handle anyt ime, so don’t  add to i t .  Put the 6” cur ly tai l  on after 

sharpening for the same reason. Something I  do to any hook 

after I  sharpen is to coat the f i l led area with a Marks A Lot;  i t 

cuts down on rust/corrosion.

Try var ious cur ly tai l  colors:  red, green, chartreuse, pink, etc. 

Sometimes rat t les in the tai ls help.  Pol ishing Diamond j igs 

gives more f lash and may enhance cur ly tai l  color ref lect ion off 

the chrome j ig.  Glow tai ls may help in low l ight,  and the j ig wi l l 

ref lect  that also. The vibrat ion, f lash, glow, and motion are a 

“ let ’s eat”  combinat ion that gets bi t !
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Pro Fishing Gear & Tackle

•	 Baits/Lures 
•	 Custom Rods
•	 In-House Rod/ Reel Repair
•	 Reel Parts
•	 Rod Components
•	 Inshore/Offshore Tackle
•	 Custom Rigging
•	 Custom Splicing
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If  your l ine/ leader is t ied direct ly to the j ig eye, make sure i t ’s 

burr f ree. Chrome plat ing f lakes off ,  leaving sharp edges that 

can cause l ine fai lure.  Remove al l  burrs before ty ing. 

A better method is using a Rosco size 8 spl i t  r ing in the j ig 

eye; always t ie the knot 180° from the spl i t  entry.  The spl i t  r ing 

adds motion on the fal l / retr ieve.

The best method is adding a 150–200 # Sampo bal l  bear ing 

swivel  to the lead spl i t  r ing. That gives maximum act ion to the 

j ig.  Pay attent ion to welds on swivel  r ings; don’t  t ie on at or 

near the weld, i t  may cut your l ine/ leader.

When Diamond j igging for Amberjack, Sow Snapper,  or Grou-

pers in 100–200 f t  of  water,  I  use ei ther a 6½’ or 7’ j ig rod with 

a Shimano Ocea Jigger 2500 HGLQ reel . 

The Ocea Jigger has a 6:2 gear rat io that gives a fast retr ieve 

Amberjacks in part icular real ly l ike.  Plus 44# of drag and 

spooled with ei ther 80 or 100# Braid.

If you have any questions, stop by Serious Tackle 
or email me at 

chr is@ser ioustackle .com

A 200# Sampo bal l  bear ing swivel  (black) connects the Braid to 

the 4’ ,  100# leader.

Slow j igging near the bottom general ly produces Snapper or 

Grouper.  Vary the j ig return speed; faster and more errat ic 

retr ieves seem to get the best resul ts on Amberjack. A sizable 

Amberjack wi l l  “ t ie your shoelaces together” real  quick i f  you’re 

not careful .  They wi l l  stay on with a circ le hook in them — i t 

just  requires a sl ight ly di fferent technique to get ’em hooked, 

again just  let  the l ine t ighten, let  the rod bow, then hang on 

and wind!


