Messy Church – 16th May 2026
Ascension and Pentecost

The activities are: 

1. Ascension – Acts chapter 1, verses 1 – 11
a. Ascension scene
2. Pentecost – Acts chapter 2, verses 1 – 42
a. Paper plate puppet (in the Celebration)
b. Tissue paper stained glass windows
c. Flame iced fairy cakes
d. Paper gliders
e. Night light candles
f. Flame card (in the Celebration)
g. Paint a picture of a dream



Stories and Activities
All our stories today are told in the book of Acts (in full, The Acts of the Apostles), which tells the stories of the beginning of the Christian Church.
1. Ascension Acts chapter 1, verses 6 – 12
While the detailed story is in Acts, the Ascension is also mentioned briefly in Mark, chapter 16, verse 19, and Luke, chapter 24, verses 50 to 53.
While Luke, as above, mentions that the Ascension took place outside Jerusalem, the story in Acts – which was also written by Luke! – doesn’t mention this until the end of the basic story, in verse 12.  He says that Jesus was talking to his friends, promising that the Holy Spirit would come to them, when he rose into the air, and a cloud hid him.  As they stood there, looking at the sky, as if Jesus would appear from the other side of a cloud – as things can – there were, all of a sudden, two men appeared beside them.  They asked the friends of Jesus why they were looking at the sky, and told them that Jesus would come back in the same way as he had gone.  And then the friends went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives.
Ascension scene
You will need: printed sheets with figures on – Jesus and 11 followers – paper for backing (this could be scrap, printed on one side only), colouring pencils or crayons, scissors, glue, cotton wool (optional)
Colour and cut out the figures.  Cut out Jesus with the frame round him.  
Down the centre of the backing sheet, cut two lines about half an inch apart (don’t cut right to the top, or the bottom).
Put the figure of Jesus across the strip between the cuts, and use a piece of the scrap paper from your printed sheet to make a bar across the back of the strip, glued to the figure of Jesus either side so that Jesus can slide up and down the sheet.
Stick the pictures of the followers at the bottom of the sheet.
Towards the top of the sheet, use some more of the scrap paper to make a cloud (you can cover it with cotton wool, if you like), and glue it to the backing sheet on either side, so that when you slide the figure of Jesus up the sheet, he disappears under the cloud.
Talk about: no longer being able to see a friend or relation that you love very much.  How would your life change?  How would you remember them?  How would you like to be remembered?

2. Pentecost Acts chapter 2, verses 1 – 42
At Pentecost the friends of Jesus were all together.  Suddenly, they heard a noise like a gust of wind.  It seemed to blow right through the house where they were.  Then they seemed to see flames, touching each one of them.  Then they were amazed to discover that they appeared to be able to talk in languages they didn’t know they knew.
They must have all been talking at once, because Luke describes a lot of people gathering round the house, attracted by the noise.  They were Jerusalem residents, but they had come from all over the known world – in verses 9 and 10, Luke lists at least some of the places they came from.  And these people could hear the friends of Jesus talking in their own languages, not just the Galilean accent that would have been recognisable in Jerusalem, just as Liverpudlian would be recognised in Luton!  The friends were talking about the wonderful things God had done, and the crowd were amazed at the fact that they were hearing it in their own languages.  At first, the crowd was just confused, but then some suggested the friends were drunk, but Peter decided that now was the moment to explain.
He started by saying that it was only nine o’clock, so these people were not drunk.  He then quoted the prophet Joel (chapter 2, verses 28 to 32) who said that God’s Spirit would be poured out on all people, and God’s message would be proclaimed, and people would see visions, and miracles would be done.  Then Peter explained that Jesus the teacher and miracle worker was the Messiah, using more quotes from the Old Testament – the Bible of the time – and that although Jesus had been crucified and had died, God had brought him back to life, and had now given the Holy Spirit to his followers.  This was why there was so much excitement, and so many languages being spoken.  Jesus, who was dead because of the Jewish authorities, was now alive and had been the Messiah!  
The crowd was very upset – many of them had probably been in Jerusalem for the Passover, which was when Jesus had been crucified.  They asked what they should do, now that they knew who Jesus had been.  Peter said they should be baptized in the name of Jesus, to show that they were changing their lives, and they should believe in their forgiveness, and receive the Holy Spirit.  3,000 people did as Peter suggested, and joined the new church through baptism by water and the Holy Spirit.
There are seven activities to do with various aspects of Pentecost.
a. Paper plate puppet (in the Celebration) – Peter talking
You will need: two paper plates per child, stapler, glue, large googly eyes, shredded tissue paper, or yarn, for hair, paper or tissue paper for tongues.
Fold one paper plate in half, and cut the other in half.  Stick (staple and/or glue) the cut paper plate around the folded one so that there is a pocket top and bottom to put your fingers and thumb in, to operate the puppet.  Decorate the top plate with eyes and hair, put a tongue on the bottom half of the folded plate so it shows when the mouth is open.
b. Tissue paper stained glass windows (in the Celebration) – the flames that touched Jesus’ friends 
You will need: card to make a frame for the window, tissue paper in flame colours – orange, yellow, red, perhaps a little blue, scissors, glue – there are templates for flame shapes with this pack
Cut flame shapes out of the tissue paper, enough to fill the window frame, with enough overlap to stick to the frame, and to each other, so that there are no gaps.  Glue the shapes, starting at the bottom of the frame, and working upwards and sideways until the frame is completely full, with no gaps between the tissue and the frame, or among the tissue shapes.  When the glue is dry, put your frame against a window, so that the light shines through.
c. Flame iced fairy cakes – the flames that touched Jesus’ friends
You will need: fairy cakes – make your own in advance, or buy some! Squirty icing or, again, make your own – red, orange, yellow.  Or you could use ready to roll icing, or marzipan, and cut out flame shapes and colour them with food colouring.
Ice the cakes with flame shapes.  You may need to use a little squirty icing to stick ready to roll or marzipan to the cake – or a little jam!
a. Night light candles – the flames that touched Jesus’ friends
You will need: an electric night light, a length of cardboard tube about six inches long, about the same diameter as the night light, so the night light just sits in the top, paint, or tissue paper, a paper plate, and paper flowers – you can make your own, or buy some.
Paint the cardboard tube, or stick tissue paper around it, to look like a candle.  If you use tissue paper, you could leave it sticking up around the night light (you will have to be careful taking the night light out to switch it on, and putting it back, so you don’t crumple the tissue).  Stick the tube to the middle of the plate, and stick paper flowers around it, to look like a fancy cake.
b. Flame card (in the Celebration) – the flames that touched Jesus’ friends
You will need: the template provided, thin card, flame coloured wax crayons or felt tip pens, scissors and a paper fastener, glue if necessary.
[image: ]Print the template and cut out the pieces.  If you have printed on paper, stick the paper to the card before you cut out – then you only have to cut once.  Colour the circle in flame colours – the original suggestion is that wax crayons look brightest!  Carefully cut out the holes in the rectangle, and write on the rectangle:
God will send you another helper, who will be with you for ever.  John 14: 16
Fix the two pieces together with a paper fastener – the rectangle over the circle – through the crosses marked.  You can turn the circle using the cut-out at the bottom of the card so that the flame shows different colours.
Talk about: (for any of these activities) hearing the wind, but only seeing its effects, or seeing the flames.  Think about the changes fire and/or wind might make.  
c. Paper gliders – the wind that blew through the house
You will need: a piece of paper – scrap paper would be fine.  If it helps, there is a diagram of the first fold in the information pack
Fold your piece of paper in half lengthwise, then unfold it again.  Put it on your work surface with the fold crease downwards.  Fold the top corners into the crease line from each side, so that they meet in the middle, leaving a wide point at the top.  Then fold the new outside edges in to the crease line (see the diagram).  This makes the point at the top very narrow – fold this in and press very flat.  Press all the folds down tightly.  Fold the whole glider in half along the original crease line, and then fold the wings outwards.  When you throw it across the room, it should float lightly.
d. Paint a dream – from the prophesy of Joel – your old men will dream dreams 
You will need: a piece of paper – scrap will do – paints.
Paint a favourite dream, anything you like.
Talk about: Consider what it might mean to have dreams and visions, sent by God.



Celebration

Ascension was 14th May and Pentecost is on the 24th May, 

Song Our God is a great big God https://youtu.be/0K3TUFFpmhA?si=qiRAK48jnFYIMNmJ

I want you to put yourself in the disciples’ position. You spent three years with Jesus, seeing what he did and listening to him talk. Then, when you thought that he might take charge of everything and have everyone accept him, he is arrested, tried and crucified. But he comes back from death, and starts appearing at odd times and teaching you what he is really about. He appears to lots of people. What are you expecting to happen next? It is probably not for Jesus to take you to a nearby hill, say good-bye and then disappear from sight. However, that is what Jesus did. He was not going to be physically present for ever. The disciples had things they had to do, and they had to do them without Jesus there.

They were not going to be alone, though. Jesus said that they would have a comforter come to be with them always. 10 days after the Ascension, 50 days after Easter, while they were still hidden from the authorities, the Holy Sirit came. The Bible described what it seemed like as a noise like a strong wind and flames touching their heads.

We’ll make the flame cards.

We’ll sing Spirit of God, unseen as the wind  https://youtu.be/ozWAspk5Zcg?si=KLL-2O4oFWQ_-Coo 

When Peter and the others received the Holy Spirit, they rushed out of hiding into the street. Jerusalem was full of people from all over the known world. They had heard the noise and a crowd gathered. Peter started talking to them straight away, and telling them what was happening and what it all meant. He started by quoting the prophets, and then described what had happened to Jesus and with Jesus. 3,000 people decided to follow Jesus that day.

We’re going to make paper plate puppets to make us remember Peter standing up and talking.

We are going to sing Be bold, be strong https://youtu.be/OdQYmGTsKmE?si=QuV59B1m_AwYLdZW 

Let’s pray.

Dear God,
Your first followers gained the courage to tell other people about Jesus, and the church grew. Give us the same courage, and also the courage to make space for new people as the Church grows.

Amen

Next Messy Church is 20th June 2026. See you then.

Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw

Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!

If you send me pictures of anything you do, I can share them on the Church Facebook page or in the Church Monthly (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)

Harlington Messy Church Team

We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. Our end of Zoom will go on YouTube during the celebration, but we won’t put pictures from your end on. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
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