Messy Church – 20th June 2026
Sharing

The activities are: 

1. Abraham – Genesis chapter 18, verses 1 to 8 – cheese pull-aparts
2. Abigail and David – 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 1b to 35 – colouring activity – in the Celebration
3. Feeding the 5,000 – John chapter 6, verses 1 to 13 – woven baskets
4. The Good Samaritan – Luke chapter 10, verses 25 to 37 – tube donkey
5. The final judgement – Matthew chapter 25, verses 31 to 45 – dressed pipe cleaner figures
6. The rich man and Lazarus – Luke chapter 16, verses 19 – 31 – feeding each other smarties – in the Celebration



Stories and Activities
All our stories today involve sharing something.  Frequently, this is food – but we cannot do all food activities – so we have found other things to represent the stories.  Some of the stories are things that really happened, and some of them were stories that Jesus told.
1. Abraham – Genesis chapter 18, verses 1 to 8 – cheese pull-aparts
In the middle east, of which Israel is a part, it is still considered very important to welcome people with a meal – and they don’t have to be people known to the host. 
A long time ago three strangers came past Abraham’s tent.  It was the hottest part of the day, and Abraham was sitting in the shade of the tent, by the door.  When he saw the men, he hurried to meet them, and offered them food, and water to wash and refresh them, with shade to sit in.  They accepted the offer, and Abraham told Sarah, his wife, to make fresh bread, and then went to his herd of cattle, and told his servant to take the animal he chose, to butcher and cook it.  He then took the meat, bread, milk and cream to his guests and waited with them while they ate.  In conversation after the meal, one of the men, identified by the writer of the bible, told Abraham that Sarah would get pregnant and have a son within the year.  This surprised Abraham and Sarah very much, because they both thought that they were too old to have the children they really wanted.
Cheese pull-aparts
You will need: the recipe, (sent with this booklet), the ingredients and the tools (listed on the recipe)
I use the Wrights white bread mix, because I know it works well, but if you have a favourite – or you want to make the bread from basic ingredients – that’s fine.  Bear in mind that it may take longer to mix, rise and bake.
Follow the instructions.
Talk about: consider how long it took to make the bread – and this is a quick recipe!  How long would Abraham’s guests have had to wait – did Abraham and his household have quick ways to prepare food?  Would we have said it was too much trouble to make a meal when you weren’t expecting visitors?  How important is it to share food?  Note that Abraham offered them food before any conversation happened.

2. Abigail and David – 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 1b to 35 – colouring activity – in the Celebration
At the time of this story, David had been anointed as King of the people of Israel, but Saul was actually still king, and sometimes there was fighting between them.   David and his men lived in “the wilderness” – the spaces unfarmed between the towns and villages, and moved frequently, supported by local people with food and supplies.
In this story, set in late spring, David and his men were living near a very rich man, called Nabal, and, without being asked, were protecting Nabal’s flocks and shepherds.  When Nabal came, with extra men, to shear the sheep, on a feast day, David send some of his men, to ask to share the feast – a subtle request for a couple of sheep to roast – as he had been sharing the work (making sure the shepherds and sheep were not harmed by other wanderers in the wilderness.  Nabal behaved as if he had never heard of David, and refused to give anything at all.  David’s men went back to tell him, and one of Nabal’s men went to find and tell his wife, Abigail, who was, according to the writer of the story, beautiful and intelligent, unlike her husband, who was mean and bad-tempered.
Abigail realised at once that David would retaliate against Nabal, so she organised her servants to pack up a feast – and the bible gives us details of how much food there was – and set off to find David.  When she found him, he was already on his way to attack Nabal, but her arrival, her apology for Nabal, and the food she brought, changed David’s mind.  He and Abigail agreed that it was good that the Lord God had brought them to meet before he attacked Nabal and his men.
You will need: printed pictures (supplied with this booklet), one pencil or felt tip pen of each colour
Colour your copy of the picture – sharing the pens or pencils as you need to.  Do it without getting mad at anyone else!
Talk about: how difficult it is to share when you are trying to get something done.  How could it be easier?
3. Feeding the 5,000 – John chapter 6, verses 1 to 13 – woven baskets
This story, with slightly different details, appears in Matthew chapter 14, Mark chapter 6 and Luke chapter 9.  The John version is the only one which says that the food was offered by a child.
Jesus had been teaching and healing in Galilee, and then he and his friends went across Lake Galilee to find somewhere quiet.  Unfortunately, some people who were looking for him, saw where they were going, and a crowd of people followed them around the lakeside.  Jesus went a little way up a hill and sat down with his friends. Then he saw the crowd coming, and said to Philip, “Where can we get food to feed all these people?”  Philip said that it would take several months’ worth of money to buy enough bread, and Andrew said that there was a boy who had some food – five loaves of bread (probably what we would call rolls) and two fish – but that wouldn’t be enough for all these people.
Jesus told his friends to get the people to sit down on the grass, and John says that there were about 5,000 men (Matthew adds that this didn’t include the women and children).  Jesus took the five rolls, and gave thanks to God, and then broke them into pieces, which he gave to his friends to share out among the people.  Then he did the same to the fish.  John says that everyone had as much as they wanted, and when everyone had eaten, the friends gathered up 12 baskets of leftovers.  He doesn’t say how big the baskets were!
You will need: baskets and rafia – you can get these from Baker Ross if you are working at home, or you could use strips of paper – a pattern for this way of doing a basket is supplied with this booklet.  There is also a pattern for the Baker Ross style basket – you could complete it with wool, or string.
Talk about: giving up what you have to benefit other people.  If you had been that little boy, would you have given Jesus your lunch?

4. The Good Samaritan – Luke chapter 10, verses 25 to 37 – tube donkey
This story only appears in Luke’s gospel, and is a story told by Jesus.
A Jewish teacher of the Jewish law came to Jesus and tried to trap him into saying something wrong.  The man asked what he should do to have eternal life.  Jesus asked him what the Jewish Scriptures said, and what they meant, in the eyes of lawyers.  The teacher said that the Scriptures said that people were to love the Lord God with all their heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love their neighbours as they love themselves.  Jesus said that he was right, and that if he did this, he would have eternal life.  But the teacher wanted more from Jesus, and he asked who his neighbour was.  Then Jesus told this story.
A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked by robbers, who beat him up, stripped him, and left him half dead by the road.  (Under Jewish law, if a priest, or anyone from a priestly family, who all came from the tribe of Levi, touched a dead body, they would be unable to do their work for at least a day, and they would have to go through a special cleansing ritual.)  When the robbers had gone, a priest came along, but when he saw the man lying there, he crossed over the road and walked past.  A Levite, from a priestly family, also looked at the man, but walked past on the other side of the road.  
Then a Samaritan, a man whom Jews would not associate with, because they were regarded as not-Jewish, although they were related to Jews, came along.  He saw the man lying by the road, and he was very upset.  He picked the man up, and dressed his injuries as best he could, washing them with oil and wine, and bandaging him.  Then he put the man on his donkey, and took him to an inn.  The next day, when he had to go on with his own journey, he gave the innkeeper some money, and asked him to look after the injured man.  He promised the innkeeper that he would pay any extra it cost, when he came back.
Having told the story, Jesus asked the teacher of the Law who had been a neighbour to the man attacked by robbers.  The teacher of the Law wouldn’t even say “the Samaritan” and instead said “the one who was kind to him.”  Jesus told him to go, and behave like him.
You will need: two copies of the donkey template sent with this booklet (if you can’t print on card, stick paper prints to card and cut them out), a piece of cardboard tube, not too fat – like the inside of a tin foil roll – and some strips of card – off-cuts from the donkey card will be fine – and crayons, felt tips or paints to colour the donkey.
Colour each print out on one side (opposite sides, so that when you put the model together, the donkey is coloured on both sides), and cut them out.  Cut the cardboard tube so that it is the same length as the horizontal length of the donkey’s body.  Stick the donkey pieces one on each side of the cardboard tube, so that the legs on each side reach the working surface, so the donkey stands up.  To strengthen the legs, cut strips of card the width of the legs, and long enough to go from the hoof to the cardboard tube at the top.  Stick on carefully.
Talk about: lending a stranger your donkey, bandaging up his injuries using your medical kit, and then giving the innkeeper your money to pay for the stranger’s stay – would you be that trusting? Or would you be worried that they would take your money and not do what they said they would?

5. The final judgement – Matthew chapter 25, verses 31 to 45 – dressed pipe cleaner figures
This story is only told in Matthew’s gospel, and is part of Jesus’ teaching to his friends between his arrival in Jerusalem on a donkey, and his arrest, four days later.
Jesus is telling his friends what the kingdom of God is like, and what will happen at the end of time – although he doesn’t say when this will be!  In this story, Jesus is talking about the judgement that Jews believe – and so do Christians – will happen at the end of time.
Jesus said everyone from everywhere would come to the royal throne where “The Son of Man” sits as King, and that there, they would be separated into two groups, just like a shepherd splits a mixed flock of sheep and goats into the two groups.  (Sometimes this is called the parable of the sheep and goats, as if sheep were good and goats were bad, but this is not what Jesus is saying – remember that it could be that goats were good and sheep bad!)  When the division is done, one group will be on the right of the throne, and one group to the left – looking at it from the view of the King on the throne.
To the ones on the right, the King will say that they are blessed by his father, and invited to share in the Kingdom made at the creation of the world.  They had fed him when he was hungry, and given drink to him when he was thirsty, welcomed him as a stranger into their homes, given clothes to him when he was naked, looked after him when he was sick and visited him when he was in prison.  The people on the right will ask, Jesus says, when had they done all these things for the King, and the King will reply that every time they did any of these things for anyone else, they did them for him.
To the ones on his left, the King will say that they will not enter the Kingdom, because they had done none of the things listed for the King.  They could have done, but they would not.  In turn, those people will ask when they had refused to feed, clothe, visit him, or refuse him water when he was thirsty.  When had they seen him in need and refused to help.  And the King will tell them that whenever they had refused to help anyone else, they had refused to help him
[image: A person made from pipe cleaners

Description automatically generated]You will need: two pipe cleaners, scraps of fabric, scissors, thread or string to tie the man’s clothes on
Make a man: fold one pipe cleaner in half, making a loop at the fold, and twisting the two sides together to make the body.  Separate the bottom ends, and tip the very ends up to make feet.  Twist the second pipe cleaner around the upper body several times, leaving the ends free to make arms.  Use scraps of fabric and thread or string to dress the man.
Talk about: feeding the hungry, visiting the ill, or in prison, sharing what you have with strangers, even if you think they won’t give things back.  Why does Jesus say this is a good thing to do?

6. The rich man and Lazarus – Luke chapter 16, verses 19 – 31 – feeding each other smarties – in the Celebration
This is another of Jesus’ stories, and again, only appears in Luke.  This one was told when Jesus was trying to show that there are things more important than money, in a culture where money seemed to be the only thing that mattered.  It may be just as important to understand this now.
Once there was a rich man who lived in great luxury, dressed in expensive clothes, and ate very well every day.  There was also a very poor man, called Lazarus, who came to the rich man’s house every day, hoping to get some of the food that fell on the floor, and was usually fed to the dogs.  Lazarus had sores, caused by his living conditions and the fact that he didn’t have enough of the right things to eat, and the dogs licked his sores as he waited at the door.  (This would have been regarded as disgusting in Jesus’ day, and it still is today!).
Both men died and were buried, and the soul of Lazarus was carried by angels to sit beside Abraham at the feast in heaven.  The soul of the rich man went to the world of the dead, which was hot and painful.  However, he could see Lazarus in heaven, beside Abraham, and he called to Abraham, asking him to send Lazarus to dip his finger in some water, and bring it to cool the rich man’s tongue.  Abraham said it couldn’t be done, there was a big valley between the world of the dead, and heaven, and besides which, in life, Lazarus had had all the bad things, and he, the rich man had had all the good things.
The rich man said, in that case, send Lazarus to my brothers, five of them, living in my father’s house, to warn them not to come here.  Abraham replied that his brothers had Moses and the prophets, who all warned people how to behave properly, they should listen to them.  The rich man said that that wasn’t enough, but someone rising from death, that would be a good warning.  Abraham said that if they weren’t listening to Moses and the prophets, they wouldn’t listen to someone rising from the dead either.
You will need: a spoon, a garden cane or piece of bamboo at least two feet long, some sticky tape, a bowl and some smarties, or other small unwrapped sweets.
Tape the spoon handle to the cane, pour the sweets into the bowl, and then try eating the sweets by picking them up with the spoon, holding the cane at the other end.
Talk about: sometimes it is fun to work together – could we learn to do it without having to benefit ourselves?  

Celebration

Sing There are hundreds of sparrows https://youtu.be/sIkcJGUxDrc?si=O6_AM_sdNTJYv4vq 

In the very early days of Jesus’ ministry he quotes from the Prophet Isaiah. The words are ‘The sprit of the Lord is on me. He has appointed me to preach good news to the poor, freedom to the prisoner, sight to the blind and release to the oppressed.’
In this way Jesus sets out what he has come to do, and what he expects of us. Sharing was expected in Jesus’ day, and in the time before. It is still common in poor countries today. The poorest people are often the most generous. When Abraham (who was not poor) had surprise visitors, he expected to feed them.

When David had been threatened by Saul, and had gone of to keep away from him, he and his followers protected the locals from the Philistines as much as they could. The Philistines would raid farms and steal their goods. Nathan was a rich and greedy farmer. His wife was called Abigail. David had been protecting Nathan’s land, but when David asked for food for his men, Nathan sent him away. David was very angry, and had decided to take his revenge on Nathan, but when Abigail discovered what had happened, she sent food to David. When Nathan found out he had a fit and died. David then proposed to Abigail!

We have a picture to colour for this.

Sing Send down the fire of your justice https://youtu.be/2cSkl0IiioM?si=LGZHWuRjFrgB7Kgo 

In the story of the feeding of the 5,000, a small boy shared his food. Jesus used it to feed everybody.

In the story Jesus told about sheep and goats, the decision was between people who helped and shared with others and those who didn’t.

Then in the story of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man didn’t share.

There are some plates with sweets on them. You can eat a sweet, but you must use the special long spoons and hold them at the end. See if you can get a sweet (we have jelly beans). Have you worked out how to do it?

Let’s pray.

Dear God,

You gave us a wonderful world with lots of amazing things, but too often we try to grab things and keep them for ourselves. We are sorry for when we are greedy. Help us learn how to share.

Amen

Sing Give me joy in my heart https://youtu.be/yno7LNhiL_E?si=SE1ey5h4kwE3qzA0 

Next Messy Church is 18th July 2026. See you then.

Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw

Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!

If you send me pictures of anything you do, I can share them on the Church Facebook page or in the Church Monthly (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)

Harlington Messy Church Team

We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. Our end of Zoom will go on YouTube during the celebration, but we won’t put pictures from your end on. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
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